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BY 

C. H. BENTHAM AND L. B. MOURITZ. 

THE year 1907 will rank as one of exceptional interest in 
the annals of Surrey ornithology, on account of three 
species of considerable rarity, namely, the Hen-Harrier 
(Circus cyaneus), Hobby (Falco subbuteo), and Marsh-
Warbler (Acrocephalus palustris), having nested within the 
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confines of the county, and we have great satisfaction in 
recording that the two first named were successful in 
rearing their young. 

The breeding of the Hen-Harrier is undoubtedly to be 
regarded as the most important event; this bird unfor
tunately being, at the present time, almost entirely 

F I G . 1.—Nest of Hen-Harrier photographed in Surrey, 
June, 1907, by C. H. Bentham. 

restricted, as a nesting species, to a few of the wildest and 
most extensive moorland districts, and it is therefore 
somewhat remarkable that a pair should have been 
successful in bringing off their young, in a comparatively 
populated neighbourhood within fifty miles of the 
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metropolis, and moreover in a county in which game-
preserving is extensively carried on. 

There is some evidence in support of the supposition 
that Hen-Harriers nested in Surrey during 1906, as a pair 
were on more than one occasion observed in the locality 
where the nest was discovered the year following; two 
young birds also being seen on the wing near the same 
place, towards the end of August, 1906. 

In 1907 the species was noticed for the first time on 
March 27th, when a "Blue Hawk " and "Ringtai l " were 
seen in company. Sometime during April, however, the 
female met with the usual fate, being shot by a game
keeper, and shortly after this unfortunate occurrence the 
male evidently went in search of a fresh partner, and was 
not again observed in the neighbourhood until May 20th, 
when he was found to have settled down in the original 
haunt with another mate, and on the day following we 
were fortunate enough to discover the nest. This was 
situated amongst a thick growth of tall heather, and 
within about twenty yards of a little-used cart track. I t 
was a slight structure, composed of dry grass, reeds, and 
a few heather-stalks; but as incubation advanced a con
siderable quantity of material was added, as will be seen 
from the accompanying photograph (Fig. l ) , which was 
obtained when the bird had been sitting for about three 
weeks. 

When the nest was discovered on May 21st, there were 
three apparently nearly fresh eggs (although we after
wards ascertained that it originally contained the full 
complement of four), but visiting the locality on June 8th, 
we were much annoyed at discovering tha t only two eggs 
remained, another having mysteriously disappeared, but 
whether a Carrion-Crow—of which there are a good number 
in the neighbourhood—or some egg-collector was respon
sible for this depredation, it is difficult to say. Fortunately 
the bird did not forsake the remaining eggs, from which 
two healthy nestlings (Fig. 2) were subsequently hatched, 
and during July and August we had the pleasure of 



FIG. 2.—Young Hen-Harriers photographed in Surrey, July, 1907, by C. H. Bentham. 
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witnessing the rare sight of adults and young on the wing 
together. 

The latest date on which we observed the Harriers in 
the district was on August 5th, when the "Blue Hawk," 
" Eingtail ," and one of the young birds were seen on the 
breeding ground. 

I t was apparently shortly after this that both the adults 
were shot by a gamekeeper, although we have been unable 
to ascertain the precise date on which this lamentable 
destruction occurred. There is also some reason to fear 
that at least one of the young birds has also perished; but 
we have no definite information on this point. 

I t is deeply to be deplored that , after having safely 
reared their young without molestation, these magnificent 
birds should have been ruthlessly slaughtered in the 
interests of game-preserving. 

There appears to be but one previous record of the 
Hen-Harrier having nested in Surrey, some young birds 
having been taken as long ago as 1842 (Bucknill, Birds of 
Surrey). No mention, however, is made of the adult 
birds, so that the value of the record is somewhat 
lessened and is perhaps inconclusive. 

Wi th regard to the Hobby, we first met with this in
teresting species during 1907, on June 22nd, when a male 
was observed in the vicinity of an extensive fir-wood, and 
from the excited behaviour of the bird, we thought it 
possible that there was a nest somewhere in the neighbour
hood, and consequently made a search, which, however, 
did not result in any further discoveries. 

During the first week in August we again visited the 
locality, and on approaching the fir-wood were greeted 
by the ringing Kestrel-like cry of the male Hobby, and 
shortly after detected the bird perched on a dead tree-
stump, from which there was a good outlook over the 
surrounding country. 

After we had been ivatching the male for about an 
hour, his mate suddenly flew out of the wood and settled 
on the top-most branch of a tall pine, where she remained 
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for a considerable time, but did not utter a note of any 
kind, and in this respect her behaviour differed widely 
from that of the male, the latter keeping up an incessant 
clamour as long as we remained near. 

Shortly after the appearance of the female, we had 
several momentary glimpses of two young birds, which did 
not appear to have attained their full powers of flight, and 
were excessively shy, keeping chiefly to the shelter of the 
wood. Towards the close of August, however, we were 
fortunate in seeing all three young birds with their 
parents, and by this time they were almost as strong on 
the wing as the adults. 

September 22nd was the latest date on which we observed 
the Hobbies, and apparently soon after this they left the 
neighbourhood on migration. 

The Hobby has previously been reported as breeding on 
two occasions in Surrey, a nest and young having been 
taken near Wanborough in 1879, and although the male 
bird was shot, a pair nested in the same spot the following 
year (Zoologist, 1902, page 231). There can, however, be 
little doubt that the bird has occasionally been over
looked as a breeding species in the county. 

During June last the Marsh-Warbler was found nesting 
in Surrey, and we were kindly informed of the fact by 
Mr. Graham W . Kerr, the fortunate discoverer of two 
nests, who has already contributed a detailed account of 
the event to BRITISH BIRDS (vide supra, p. 186), so that 
it is unnecessary to dwell further upon the subject in this 
article. 




