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MARKING B I R D S . 

To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS.—Some of the readers of B R I T I S H B I R D S may have 
seen in the " F i e l d " of 11th Janua ry a note relating to the 
capture of a marked Teal in co. Kerry, Ireland. The bird 
had an aluminium plate round its leg with the name and 
address and a register number of the gentleman who 
marked it. As I have been for some time in communication 
with this gentleman (Herr Chr. Mortensen, of Viborg, 
Denmark) I thought a note of his work might be of interest. 

Herr Mortensen for some years past has been catching 
various species of birds, and after marking them with an 
aluminium plate he has given them their liberty again, hoping 
in this way to trace the movements of these birds. Amongst 
the species thus marked were Starlings, Kites, White Storks, 
Goshawks, Common Buzzards, and Teal, and the results to 
date of these experiments were published in an interesting 
paper in the " Dansk Ornithologisk Forenings Tidsskrift," 
Pa r t IV., 1907. 

This Teal, I believe, was one of 100-200 marked during last 
autumn, and had been taken in the duck decoys there : it 
therefore had travelled about 850 miles W.S.W. 

A Starling liberated on September 15th, 1904, was taken 
near Edinburgh, about 450 miles W.S.W., early in March, 
1906. Should anyone come across any of Herr Mortensen's 
ringed birds a t any time, it is hoped t ha t they will send the 
ring, foot, and data of capture either to him direct or to me. 

CLAUD B. TICEHURST. 
Guy's Hospital, S.E. 

[Mr. J . A. Harvie-Brown has also announced (Ann. Scot. 
Nat. Hist., 1907, p . 114) tha t Mr. R. Tomlinson, of Musselburgh, 
had marked with a metal ring on the left foot a number of 
Starlings. Each ring was marked with a number, and the 
birds—115 in all—were liberated during December, 1906, 
and Janua ry and February, 1907.—EDS.] 

" T H E V E R T E B R A T E FAUNA OF N O R T H W A L E S . " 

To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

S I R S , — Y O U R review of this book brought to light a most 
unfortunate misprint on p . 222. The offending paragraph 
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in the original MSS. reads as follows:—" The Buzzard 
never rears two broods in a year, but, like most birds will 
lay again if robbed of its first clutch of eggs." In 
making the typewritten copy the typist omitted the word 
" never," whilst in the proof the word " b u t " was altered 
to " and." The sentence, as printed, exactly reverses the 
meaning it was intended to convey. I t is strange that the 
error escaped detection, since every sheet of the book was 
revised by several naturalists. Readers who possess a copy 
of the book are earnestly requested to correct this passage 
at once in order to prevent misconception in the future. 

H. E . PoEEEST. 

THE ORNITHOLOGY OP SUSSEX. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—We are engaged upon a work dealing with the 
ornithology of Sussex ; and we are very anxious to secure 
the co-operation of any of your readers who may be interested 
in that county. We shall, therefore, deem it a great act of 
courtesy if all observers, conversant with the Sussex 
avifauna, will kindly furnish us with any notes and memor
anda with which they may feel inclined to favour us. 

Particularly would we ask for information concerning not 
only the occurrence of rare and casual migrants, but also 
on the distribution—and this is a great point—of all the 
scarce and local breeding species. We have, of course, 
studied nearly all the Sussex birds, but as it is manifestly 
impossible for two men to work the whole of a county, we 
should vastly appreciate notes dealing with the nesting of 
any of the more local species. And we should also be glad 
of any lists of the summer migrants from different parts of 
the county, which have been kept over a series of years. 

We may assure our informants that, whenever it is thought 
necessary, the exact breeding sites of the rarer birds will 
be suppressed. 

I t is a source of great satisfaction to us to be able to say 
that Mr. M. J. Nicoll, who has for some years been collecting 
information with a view to publishing a similar work, has 
very kindly promised to give us all the help in his power. 

H. A. BRYDBN. 
19, Gore Park Avenue, Eastbourne. 

JOHN WALPOLE-BOND. 
The Vicarage, Horsham. 
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