
MOTES 
WOOD-PIGEON " D I P H T H E R I A / ' 

N O T the least of the aims of B R I T I S H B I R D S is the advance
ment of the Study of Economic Ornithology, and the great 
interest which was taken in our endeavour to penetrate the 
mystery surrounding the so-called " diphtheria " in Wood-
Pigeons shows tha t our readers are in entire sympathy with 
this most important object. 

The appeal which we made for material met with a most 
hearty response ; and in the able hands of Dr. C. B. Ticehurst 
this material was made to yield some most interesting and 
valuable results. But, as may be seen from his Report, 
published in our issue for August last, many points require 
further elucidation ; and we feel that , having gone so far it is 
our bounden duty to go further, till all possible facts have 
been ascertained. We, therefore, turn again to our readers 
for help in providing material which Dr. Ticehurst, once 
more, has kindly promised to deal with. 

I t has been contended that WTood-Pigeon diphtheria is com
municable to man ; but, so far, Dr. Ticehurst 's investigations 
do not lend much support to this view. I t is certainly 
significant that it appears to be by no means so readily spread 
among other birds—and notably game-birds—as was supposed. 
Having regard to the importance of this aspect of the disease, 
and to the statements which have been made thereon by 
other workers with regard to the spread of the disease among 
domesticated animals and man, further research is emphati
cally to be desired. 

The importance of this enquiry must be perfectly obvious 
to everyone ; and we may remark tha t its significance is fully 
appreciated—as might be expected—by medical men. The 
'• Lancet ," September 5th, 1908, in commenting on Dr. 
Ticehurst 's paper in our Magazine, expressed a hope tha t we 
might be induced to continue what we had begun. And as 
Dr. Ticehurst is again willing to place his skill at our disposal 
we appeal to our readers for help during the coming winter in 
filling up the schedules issued with this number. And it may 
be remarked tha t we shall be as grateful for negative, as for 
positive evidence. Fur ther copies of the schedule will be sent 
to any of our readers who may desire to enlist the sympathy of 
others who, as yet, do not happen to be among our subscribers. 

T H E EDITORS. 
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BARRED WARBLERS IN NORFOLK. 
ON September 11th, Mr. H. A. V. Maynard, shooting with 
me in the Cley bushes, secured an immature specimen of 
the Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria). Its appearance in the 
bushes was very light, and it showed no inclination to skulk. 
The wind was N.W., and it had been raining all the morning, 
the bird making its appearance just after the clearing 
shower. 

E. C. AENOLD 

ON September 12th T. Cringle, one of Lord Leicester's 
keepers, shot a young female Barred Warbler on the Wells 
Marshes. Unfortunately it was very badly damaged by the 
shot. There were only a few birds in the bushes on that 
day, one Common Whitethroat being the only other warbler 
recognised, but there was a distinct increase of Meadow-
Pipits on the marsh, and I think there were some Rock-Pipits 
also. 

F. G. PENKOSE. 

YELLOW - BROWED WARBLERS, RED - BREASTED 
FLYCATCHERS, BLUETHROATS AND OTHER BIRDS 

IN NORFOLK. 
THE following notes from the neighbourhood of Blakeney of 
the chief movements of migrants observed during September, 
1908, may be of interest. From September 7th to 20th the 
wind was chiefly westerly, south-westerly and southerly, and 
practically no migrating small birds were seen until September 
18th, when a large number of Pied Flycatchers and a good 
many Common Redstarts appeared, but by September 21st 
they had nearly all left. After a wet day with a south-west 
wind on the 22nd, the weather cleared and the wind veered 
to the north-east on the 23rd. On the morning of this day I 
shot an immature Red-breasted Flycatcher (Muscicapa parva). 
A few Redstarts and Blackcaps and one Ring-Ouzel were the 
only other migrants seen in the morning, but during the 
afternoon a large migration set in. My son (W. R. G. Richards) 
shot a female Yellow-browed Warbler (Phyttoscopus mper-
ciliosus) and Pinchen (a well-known local fowler) shot a male 
of the same species. Both birds were very tame. We saw 
also numbers of Redstarts and a few Pied Flycatchers, Black
caps, Garden-Warblers and Ring-Ouzels, while one Bluethroat 
(Gyanecula suecica) was also seen and shot. On September 
24th Ramm (another well-known local fowler) shot a mature 
male Red-breasted Flycatcher in very fine plumage, and 
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several more Bluethroats were seen and shot. On the 25th 
the wind went back to the west and the migration con
siderably decreased, but Eamm shot another immature male 
Red-breasted Flycatcher, and several more Bluethroats were 
obtained. On the 26th, the wind being south-westerly, the 
birds had nearly all gone, while on the 27th we saw only one 
Redstart. 

Since leaving Norfolk I have had word from Ramm that 
he shot another Yellow-browed Warbler (a mature male) on 
October 2nd. 

F, I. RICHARDS. 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLERS IN YORKSHIRE. 
OK September 23rd, 1908, I shot in Holderness, Yorkshire, 
on the sea coast, a male (apparently adult) of the Yellow-
browed Warbler (Phyttoscopus superciliosus). The yellow bars 
on the wings attracted my attention, as the bird fluttered up 
from some buckthorn bushes, the flight much resembling that 
of the Willow-Wren. A thick sea-fog prevailed, following a night 
of heavy rain, the wind being slight, and from the south-east. 
The bird was identified in the flesh by Mr. H. F. Witherby, 
who kindly prepared the skin for me. The gizzard was full 
of small flies and other minute insects. 

ARTHUR R. GALB. 

OH September 30th I had the good fortune to obtain a 
Yellow-browed Warbler near the same place as the one 
recorded above. The weather was (and had been) clear 
and hot, with a light southerly breeze. There was very little 
movement of birds apparent, and the Yellow-browed Warbler 
was quite alone, and was very lively. Its gizzard was full of 
small flies, and the bird was fat, so that it may well have been 
travelling down the coast in a leisurely fashion. I t was a 
male and, judging by the texture of the skull, which I have 
always found an infallible test, an adult. 

H . F . WlTHEEBY. 

A SUSSEX RUFOUS WARBLER. 
A'edon galactodes or A. familiarw ? 

IK Borrer's "Birds of Sussex" (pp. 63-64), there is an 
account of the first example of the Rufous Warbler shot in the 
British Islands. Mr. A. L. Butler has recently called my 
attention to the fact that the figure of this specimen is 
undoubtedly drawn from a specimen of Aedon familiaris, the 
brown central pair of rectrices, which is one of the chief 
characteristics of this form, being well shown in the plate. 
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Can any of your readers inform me where the original 
specimen is ? I do not recollect seeing it in the Booth 
Museum. 

If this example should prove to be referable to Aedm 
familiaris—which I strongly suspect—the specimen recorded 
by Mr, J, B. Nichols in your January number (Vol. I., p. 257) 
is the second recorded example of this form in the British 
Islands. 

M. J. NICOLL. 
[Borrer states that the bird was moulting, and that the 

feathers on the back and tail, " especially the central ones of 
the latter, are much worn " (Birds of Sussex, p. 64), which may 
account for the colouring of these feathers. If correctly 
coloured the bird in the plate appears too dark on the back for 
A. familiaris.—EDS.] 

WHITE WAGTAIL INTERBREEDING WITH PIED 
WAGTAIL IN DEVONSHIRE. 

ON April 8th last I noticed a White Wagtail on my lawn (near 
Sidmouth). I t only stayed a short time, though I was able to 
get a good view of it. As it did not put in an appearance again 
I imagined it to be only a traveller, but early in June I met 
with a bird, which may have been the same one, at the other 
end of the village. I watched it for some time feeding in a 
roadside ditch outside some farm buildings, after which I 
lost it. I t was back at the same place about an hour later, 
this time accompanied by a male Pied Wagtail, with which 
pairing took place. It was not till June 13th that I was able 
to find the nest, which was situated in the stump of an old 
straw rick, and contained six eggs. I took these on the 
14th, as the rick was to be thrown down on the following day. 

'They only differ from Pied Wagtails' eggs with which I have 
been able to compare them, in having the surface markings 
brown without any shade of grey, and bolder in character. 
The bird appeared to me to be less suspicious than the Pied 
Wagtail usually is, and did not hesitate to go back to its nest 
while under observation. 

I t may be well to add that I have had opportunities for 
watching White Wagtails at close quarters in Scotland, and 
that a pair of Pied Wagtails were nesting in the ivy of my 
house at the same time as the pair above recorded were nesting 
in the rick, so that I had good opportunities for comparing 
the hen Pied with the hen White Wagtail. The sharply 
defined black hood of the latter and the pure grey colour of 
its back and upper tail-coverts were most distinctive. 

AMYAS W. CHAMPEBNOWHE. 
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LESSER R E D P O L L NESTING IN ESSEX. 

I DO not know whether there are any records of the Lesser 
Redpoll's nesting in Essex, bu t probably, in any case, instances 
are sufficiently uncommon to be worth noticing. A pair 
built a nest this year a t the very top of a standard pear tree 
in my garden a t Chelmsford. On Ju ly 28th the pair of old 
birds were accompanied by two young ones, and this little 
family par ty , a rather noisy one, remained about here for 
two or three weeks off and on, but have now apparently quite 
disappeared. The nest, on examination, proved to contain 
one much decomposed young one, so t ha t apparently the 
clutch consisted of three eggs. 

LEONARD GRAY. 

B R E E D I N G OF T H E CROSSBILL I N COUNTY DUBLIN. 

ALTHOUGH the common Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) has been 
noticed on several occasions in the Scalp, and elsewhere, in 
co. Dublin, there is no note of its having bred in the county, 
and all records of its appearances have been, I think, in June, 
July, or August, when small flocks usually wander over the 
country. The following notes of its breeding in co. Dublin 
this year may therefore be of interest. 

About mid-June, 1907, Mr. C. V. Stoney and myself saw 
a flock of fifteen Crossbills in the Scalp. This flock had in
creased to about twenty birds in August. They never left 
the neighbourhood during September, October, November, 
December, and in January we commenced to search most 
carefully for a nest. By March 7th the flock had been reduced 
to three or four pairs, and still there was no sign of a nest. 
On March 16th Mr. Stoney heard a Crossbill singing in the fir 
woods, and while trying to locate the bird he saw another 
Crossbill a few feet from him in a Scotch fir. Watching it, he 
saw it run along a dead branch of the tree with head down, 
and nip off with its bill a twig, and fly with it into a Scotch 
fir close by. The nest, about 35 feet up, could be distinctly 
seen with the aid of glasses, and was just commenced, being 
a mere platform of twigs, with daylight showing through. 
On March 28th I climbed to the nest and watched the sitting 
bird from a distance of about 18 in. for a long while. I 
touched its back with my fingers before it left the nest, and 
then it stayed quite near me all the time I was in the tree. 
The nest, which was very compact, was lined with dead 
grass—no feathers or fur—and it had the usual platform of 
larch and fir twigs. I t contained three eggs, quite different 
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to any Crossbill's eggs I have ever seen, the ground colour 
being blue, almost as blue as in the egg of a Bullfinch, 
sparingly spotted with dark brown ; one egg had a lilac 
streak. R. HAMILTON HUNTEK. 

CIRL BUNTING SINGING IN OCTOBER. 
AT noon on October 18th—a dull, muggy morning—I heard 
a Cirl Bunting in full song at Heath, near Leighton Buzzard. 
During the quarter of an hour that I waited at the spot, 
the bird, which was perched on the top of a thorn hedge, 
sang persistently at intervals of a few seconds. Is not mid-
October a late date for this species to be in song ? 

CHAS. OLDHAM. 

LATE NEST OF THE KINGFISHER, 
ON October 10th, 1908, I was informed that there was a 
Kingfisher's nest in the banks of the Wenning, near Bentham, 
Yorkshire. I went and inspected the nest and found it to 
contain four young nearly ready to fly. The late date is 
remarkable, and the very warm weather we have been having 
may partly account for it. GEAHAM W. MTODOCH. 

SCOPS-OWL OFF ABERDEENSHIRE. 
IT may be worth while to put on record that I have in my 
possession a male Scops-Owl {Scx>ps giu), which was captured 
on a trawler about twenty - five miles off the coast of 
Aberdeenshire in October, 1900. This bird was in an 
exhausted state, and although the plumage was in fair 
condition it was much faded. From this arises another 
question : What is the nautical limit within which a bird 
may be called " British " ? E. R. PATON. 

HONEY-BUZZARD IN SHROPSHIRE. 
I RECENTLY examined a fine example of the Honey-Buzzard 
which had been shot in North Shropshire, about the last day 
of September, 1908. It appears to be a male in its second 
year, and belongs to the dark-brown form. The last prior 
record in the county was in August, 1881, when three are 
said to have been seen near Ludlow, one of which was caught. 

H. E. FORREST. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN SUMMER IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON the morning of May 14th last I was surprised to find a 
Grey Phalarope (Pkalaropus fulicarius) fluttering on a path 
in my garden (near Sidmouth). The bird was hopelessly 
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crippled, having evidently fallen a victim to the heavy gale 
which had raged during the night. I t proved to be a female 
in summer plumage, the tips of not more than five or six 
grey feathers showing among the chestnut of the lower breast. 

I find only two previous occurrences recorded from this 
county of this species in summer plumage. 

A M Y AS W. CHAMPEENOWNE. 

NESTING OF T H E COMMON S N I P E I N K E N T . 

I N 1896 my brother and I found a single pair of Snipe nesting 
in Kent (cf. Zoologist, 1897, p . 271), but since then I have 
no certain record of any having bred. However, on April 
21st of this year, I was walking with a friend along one of the 
many " l e v e l s " which connect up with Romney Marsh, and 
he told me tha t there had been several Snipe there for some 
time, and on tha t day we saw three or four pairs flying round 
and uttering their summer note, but we did not hear them 
" drumming." I had no time on tha t day to search for a 
nest. On J u n e 16th I was again in the same spot, and saw 
at least two pairs flying round and " drumming," and from 
their behaviour they evidently had young about, but the 
s tate of the grass made a search for them impossible. My 
friend told me tha t the Snipe were " drumming " nearly every 
day between my two visits, so tha t I do not think tha t there 
can be any doubt tha t they had bred there. The " levels " 
were unusually wet all through the summer, which probably 
accounted for Snipe breeding there this year, and I have 
noticed before tha t these birds are particularly influenced 
by the state of a prospective breeding ground, a place which 
is wet and marshy one year and holding several pairs, will be 
perhaps too dry another year and the birds will be absent ; 
the obvious inference being tha t under one condition the 
food supply will suffice, and under the other it will not. 

C. B. T ICEHUEST. 

PECTORAL S A N D P I P E R AND BARTRAM'S 
S A N D P I P E R I N K E N T . 

A PECTORAL SANDPIPER (Tringa maculata) frequented a piece 
of marshy ground in Kent for several days during July, 1908. 
This bird was first noticed by the Duchess of Bedford and 
myself on Ju ly 14th. I t was very shy, but by careful stalking 
I obtained a very good view of it through binoculars at about 
twenty yards ' distance. Owing to the somewhat worn 
appearance of the plumage I take it to have been an adult 
bird. I ts flight was somewhat peculiar, and reminded one 
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of the " soaring " breeding flight of a male Redshank. Her 
Grace informs me that this bird was still in the same place 
on July 21st. 

On July 18th a Bartram's Sandpiper (Bartramia longicau-
data) was shot on Romney Marsh, and I examined it in the 
flesh two days later in Mr. Bristow's shop at St. Leonards. 
I t was an adult male in good condition, but in somewhat 
worn breeding plumage. On July 23rd Mr. Bristow informed 
me that on the previous day (the 22nd) he saw a bird on 
Pevensey Level which he believes to have been a Bartram's 
Sandpiper. 

The interesting note by the Duchess of Bedford on the 
Solitary Sandpiper in Kent, in the August number of 
BBITISH BIRDS, coupled with the present records, seem to 
point to an immigration of American sandpipers to England. 
It would be interesting to know if any of your correspondents 
have noticed similar arrivals of American species in Britain. 

With the possible exception of the Scilly Islands, Sussex 
and Kent can claim to have produced more records of American 
waders than any other part of Great Britain. Possibly this 
is owing to the fact that there are more observers in these 
counties than elsewhere on the south coast. At any rate, 
there can be no doubt that the tendency of these waders is 
to follow a west to east line of flight. „ T ,T 

6 M. J . NlCOLL. 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER IN NORFOLK. 
AT Cley, between September 1st and 17th, 1908, I repeatedly 
saw a bird which I judged to be the Pectoral Sandpiper 
(Tringa maculata). The first time it got up it uttered the 
note which I remembered hearing at Aldeburgh, some years 
ago—a double chirp. I watched it once through glasses at 
about twenty yards, and thought I made out the pectoral 
band. I t was often with Dunlins, and I could always pick 
it out by its superior size, but for many days it escaped the 
notice of the other frequenters of the estuary, mainly, I think, 
because it uttered its note very seldom, and the note when 
uttered was so low. It was the last wader I saw before I 
left the place. ,-, „ . 

r E. C. ARNOLD. 

THE LEVANTINE SHEARWATER IN BRITISH 
WATERS. 

I HAVE received some very interesting information from 
Mr. W. J. Clarke (the Scarborough wildfowler) with regard 
to the occurrence of the Levantine Shearwater (Puflinus 
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yelkouanus) off the Yorkshire coast. In his " Monograph of the 
Petrels," now in course of publication (p. 107), Dr. Godman 
gives the range of this species as practically confined to the 
Mediterranean, although its disposition to wander northwards 
occasionally was evidenced by the fact that it had been re
corded several times from the seas to the south and east of 
Great Britain. If we exclude the Yorkshire records, these 
occurrences appear to be as follow : Devon, three ; Hamp
shire, one; Kent, one; Northumberland, one. The 
Yorkshire records up to the date of Mr. Clarke's most recent 
observations are as follow :— 

1. 1877, autumn, near Redear (T. H. Nelaon, B. of Torks, p. 760). 
2. 1880 (about), Flamborough Do. Do. 
3. 1890, Aug. 16th, Flamborough Do. Do. 
4. 1898, Oct., Bridlington (R. B. Sharpe, Bull. B.O.G., X., p . 48). 
5. 1899, Feb. 4th, ¥ adult, Scarborough (T. H. Nelson, B. of York*, 

p. 761). 
6. 1900, Sept. 13th, ? jun., Scarborough • Do. Do. 
7. 1900, autumn, Scarborough Do. Do. 
8. 1902, Sept. 1st, <J adult, Scarborough Do. Do. 
9. 1904, Sept. 17th, 9, Scarborough (W. J . Clarke, Zool, 1905, p. 74). 

10. 1904, Sept. 27th, Scarborough Do. Do. 
11. 1907, Sept. 9th, S, Scarborough (W. J . Clarke, in litt). 
12. 1907, Sept. 19th, 9, Scarborough Do. 
13. 1907, Sept. 19th, <f, Scarborough Do. 
14. 1907, Sept. 28th, 9, Scarborough Do. 
15. 1908, Sept. 4th, 6, Scarborough Do. 
16. 1908, Sept. 21st, Scarborough Do. 
17. 1908, Sept. 24th, Scarborough Do. 

Mr. Clarke writes that out of twenty-two Shearwaters 
which he has had through his hands since 1890, twelve have 
been specimens of the Levantine species. With one excep
tion, all these were shot from a boat from four to eight 
miles from land, and most of them in the dusk of the 
evening. Mr. Clarke, who has himself obtained several of 
these birds, considers the Levantine to be the com
monest Shearwater off the coast of Yorkshire in the autumn, 
but in his experience it never approaches near the shore, and 
must be sought in the dusk. I t looks on the wing, he says, 
distinctly larger and darker than the Manx Shearwater. 

I t would certainly seem by Mr. Clarke's valuable observations 
that the Levantine Shearwater migrates regularly northward 
in autumn, and if this be the case not only is our knowledge 
of the distribution of the bird affected, but we have the 
anomaly of a species migrating north in autumn. Shearwaters 
are difficult birds to observe, and the Levantine has for many 
years been confused with the Manx Shearwater, but for those 
who like to repeat that there is nothing more to be learnt 
about British birds, and that there is nothing to be learnt from 
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the occurrence of " stragglers," here is an occasion to think 
again. We hope tha t Mr. Clarke's observations will induce 
some of our readers, who have opportunities for doing so, 
to go out in boats in the dusk of the evening and study 
Shearwaters. 

With reference to the rosy t int of the breast referred to by 
Dr. N. F . Ticehurst (antea, p . 138) Mr. Clarke writes as 
follows :—" I have examined a good many freshly-killed, 
as well as a couple of living, specimens, and none of them 
showed the slightest sign of any rosy t in t on the breast." 

^ # # H. F . WITHEEBY. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE IN LINCOLNSHIRE.—A specimen of Oriolus 
galbula, which is a somewhat rare visitor so far north as 
Lincolnshire, flew against a telegraph wire " recently" 
(? August, 1908) a t Gainsborough (F. M. Burton, Nat., 1908, 
p . 359). 

SWALLOW'S N E S T ON A L A M P SHADE.—The nest of a 
Swallow on the shade of an electric-lamp is recorded and a 
photograph given, with a summary of previously-recorded 
curious nesting sites for this bird (Field, 12, ix. , 1908, p. 514). 

LESSER R E D P O L L NESTING IN SUSSEX.—Mr. R. Morris 
reports tha t at least one pair of Linota rufescens bred again 
(cf. antea, Vol. I., p . 183) this year a t Maresfield (Zool., 1908, 
p . 350). 

CHOUGH I N LANCASHIRE.—Mr. E . Bell reports that a 
specimen of Pyrrhocorax graculus was shot near Wigan in the 
middle of September last. The Chough has previously 
occasionally wandered to Lancashire (Field, 26, ix. , 1908,p. 590). 

H O O P O E IN ROSS-SHIRE.—Colonel W. H. E. Murray records 
t ha t an example of Upupa epops was caught at Geanies on 
September 9th. The Hoopoe is not often recorded from 
Scotland (Field, 19, ix . , 1908, p . 547). 

SAND-GROUSE IN E S S E X . — " R. M." reports that an 
example of Syrrhaptes paradoxus was shot on Great Mollands 
Farm, South Ockenden, on September 1st, 1908 (Field, 12, 
ix., 1908, p . 514). 

R U F F IN co. CLARE.—A pair of Machetes pugnax, a rare 
casual visitor to Ireland, were shot on September 4th in co. 
Clare (H. V. Macnamara, Field, 12, ix. , 1908, p . 514). 

SABINE'S G U L L I N N O R F O L K . — O n September 1st, 1908, 
a Xema sabinii was shot on Breydon (F. A. Arnold, Zool., 
1908, p . 352). The bird was an adult in full summer plumage 
(J. H . Gurney, in lift.). 
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