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PERHAPS there is no more interesting fact in the history 
of the modern ornithology of these islands than the 
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remarkable spread of the breeding area of many of the 
duek-tribe during recent years. 

The causes which made its allies, the Tufted Duck* 
and Shoveler,f common resident species in Scotland, 
have also affected the Scaup-Duck. There are several 
early records of its supposed breeding in Scotland. 
Under the head of " Scaup Pochard " Selby writes | : " a 
single female was shot by Sir William Jardine in a small 
loch between Loch Hope and Eriboll in 1834; she was 
attended by a young one, which unfortunately escaped 
among the reeds. This is the first instance of its breeding 
in Great Britain that I am aware of." In June, 1868,§ 
Mr. J. A. Harvie-Brown shot an adult male Scaup in 
Sutherlandshire, " which had been frequenting the loch for 
some days ; and from its unwillingness to leave the 
locality, though repeatedly disturbed and fired at, I am 
fully persuaded that the female was sitting on her eggs 
at no great distance. With my friend, Mr. W. Jesse, 
I also in June, 1867, obtained a laying of duck's eggs, 
and though failing to identify them, they closely resembled 
eggs of this species from Lapland." 

In 1880 the late Dr. A. 0. Stark recorded a nest and 
eggs found on Loch Leven which he considered to be those 
of a Scaup. || Full details have recently (cmtea, p. 132) 
been given by Mr. W. Evans, which show that these were 
no doubt the eggs of a Tufted Duck. 

The records cited above were not accepted by Professor 
Newtonl as authentic. 

The first authentic nest appears to have been discovered 
by Mr. Heatley Noble, and was recorded in the " Ibis " for 

* J . A. Harvie-Brown, " A n n . S.N.H.," 1896, pp. 3-22; "Proo , Roy. 
Phys. Soc. Edin. ," Vol. XI I I . , pp . 144-160. 

t Id., " F a u n a N.W. Highlands," p . 232; "Ann . S.N.H.," 1902, 
p . 212. 

% " E d i n . New Philosph. Journa l , " XX. , p . 293, 1836; vide also 
Yarrell, 4th ed., Vol. IV., p . 425. 

§ " Proo. N .H . Soc , Glasgow," 1875, I I . , pp . 120 et 121. 

I) A. C. Stark, " Proo. Boy. Phys. Soc, Ed . , " 1881-83, VII . , p . 203. 
% " Diet. Birds," p . 815, 
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1899,* and the " Annals of Scottish Natural History."f 
The nest was found in Speyside, and was placed in rushes 
on an island five feet from the water's edge ; it contained 
three eggs when found. I t was revisited in a week's 
time, but the duck was not sitting. Mr. Noble got within 
ten feet of her and watched her for some time close to the 
nest. Two days after he watched her leave the nest, 
which contained nine eggs, and was deep, cup-shaped, and 
better made than most ducks' nests. In a recent 
number of BRITISH BIRDS J he has described the down 
and feathers taken from this nest. 

The Scaup-Duck has also been recorded § as nesting 
in the islands south of the Sound of Harris. Mr. Harvie-
Brown's correspondent writes: " They are numerous, 
and have bred for the last four years. Two pairs to my 
knowledge in 1897, 1898, and 1899, and three pairs in 
last season, 1900." I t was believed to have bred again 
in 1901, and in June, 1902, a young bird still in down, 
ten days old, was sent to Mr. Harvie-Brown by Guthrie, 
a keeper in these islands. 

Finally, the nest figured overleaf (Fig. 1) was discovered 
on a journey made to these islands with Mr. N. B. 
Kinnear for this express purpose. || Professor Newton, 
with his critical acumen, would not at first accept the 
record because of the similarity of the eggs to those of the 
Tufted Duck, but did so after a careful comparison of 
the down and feathers with those taken from the nest 
found in 1899 by Mr. Heatley Noble.^f 

Mr. Kinnear and I spent a fortnight in June, 1906, 
searching innumerable lochs for signs of nesting Scaup-

* H. Saunders, " I b i s , " 1899, p . 648 ; "Bul l , B.O.C.," VIII . , p. 5. 

f J . A. Harvie-Brown, " Ann. S.N.H.," 1899, p . 215. 

t BRITISH B I R D S (Mag.), Vol. I I . , p . 38. 

§ J . A. Harvie-Brown, " A n n . S.N.H.," 1902, p . 2 1 1 ; vide also 

Guthrie, "Ann . S.N.H.," 1903, p. 76. 

J! Kinnear, "Ann . S.N.H.," 1907, p. 82. 

f "Ootheca Wolleyana," Vol. I I . , pp. 591 and 2. 
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Ducks. For this purpose we had the owner's kind 
permission, and the assistance of his keepers. 

On June 4th we discovered a solitary old male Scaup 

F I G . 1.—Nest of Scaup-Duck. June 11, 1906. (Photographed by 
P. H. Bahr.) 

riding asleep on a peculiarly desolate and unpromising-
looking loch. He was accompanied by a solitary Tufted 
drake, and when seen from a distance, even with the aid 
of glasses, they seemed, when asleep with head tucked 



Fia. 2.—Duck and Drake Scaup and Nesting Site, (prawn by P. H. BaVir.) 
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under wing, to be indistinguishable. In certain lights 
the grey feathers on the back of the male Scaup do not 
show up well, so that these birds can easily be missed 
when in company with Tufted Ducks. We waded to 
all the islands, but to no purpose. On the next day, 
June 5th, we were rewarded by the sight of two pairs, 
the drakes in each instance floating lazily about, fast 
asleep, with one leg cocked up in the air, as I have 
depicted in Fig. 2. No more evidence was forthcoming 
till the 9th, when I explored a loch famous for its trout 
and the variety of its bird-life. I was lying for no less 
than four hours at a stretch on a small islet some twenty 
feet in diameter, when I became aware that I was being 
watched by a pair of Scaups, every bit as carefully as I 
myself was watching some Black-headed Gulls. The duck 
appeared to be very anxious, and was swimming about, 
evidently on the qui vim, in the neighbourhood of another 
rocky islet, while her mate varied his vigil with an 
occasional " forty winks," the temptation for which he 
seemed unable to resist. A search was made, and to my 
surprise I found that for four hours I had unconsciously 
been lying within six feet of a duck's nest, to all appear
ance the very one I was in quest of. It was placed under 
a boulder, was lined with dark brown down, and contained 
nine olive-green eggs, which were not covered up. Owing 
to the trampled-down condition of the surrounding 
vegetation I had grave doubts as to whether the bird 
would return. Consequently I retired to another island 
some quarter-mile away and kept watch. Soon I saw 
the Scaup duck swim behind the island and disappear, 
so I resolved not to disturb her, but to return on the 
following Monday, the 11th, with Kinnear. 

When the day arrived we rowed up to the island with 
very anxious hearts. A brown duck flew off, scuttled 
along the water, and settled in a distant part of the loch, 
where she was soon joined by an undoubted Tufted 
drake ! ! ! So a further search was made ; on the next 
island, only some three hundred yards away, a Shoveler's 
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nest with eleven eggs was found. While I busied myself 
taking some photographs, Kinnear explored the remaining 
island of the series. This was also very small, had a rocky 
base, with large tufts of long grass on top. A brown 
duck was flushed off a nest, and settled on the water but 
twenty yards from the shore, and was watched for a 
quarter of an hour at a stretch through glasses. At 
the same time a drake Scaup was seen riding out on the 
loch at some distance from the island, and he, afterwards, 

F I G . 3.—The Duck Scaup coming off the Nest. (Drawn by P. H. Bahr.) 

in company with a drake Tufted, flew past me in my 
hiding-place. Kinnear refrained from investigating any 
further, but noted that the nest was situated in a deep 
hollow some nine inches below the level of the ground, and 
well guarded by large tufts of grass (Fig. 1) ; a trampled 
pathway led up from the edge of the water to the nest. 

An hour after he returned with me. On our approach 
the duck was seen leaving the nest, threading her way, 
with neck stretched in front of her, through the matted 
grass. She scuttled into the water (Fig. 3) and remained 
within thirty yards of the bank. The white patch and 
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broad bill were plainly visible, and set aside all doubts 
of identification, so that we did not deem it necessary 
to take any further steps. She showed her uneasiness 
by giving vent to a sort of guttural grunt, splashed the 
water with her wings, and finally dived out of sight. 
The nest was almost invisible, so cleverly were the grasses 
pulled over the top. The eggs were covered with down, 

FiG. 4.—Nest of Tufted Duck in the same hollow as the Scaup's nest in 
Fig. 1. May 28, 1907. (Photographed by P. H. Bahr.) 

so she had evidently heard us approaching. A quantity 
of blackish down, amongst which were greyish-white 
feathers, mixed with much fine grass, lined the nest. 
The eggs were nine in number, of an olive-green hue, 
and of the same size as those in the Tufted Duck's nest 
we had just discovered. In the bottom of the nest we 
found a quantity of old eggshells, and it seems that this 
hollow had done service on several other occasions. The 
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eggs were hard set, and the young were within three 
days of hatching. 

That same evening we saw five more Seaup-Ducks, 
two drakes and three ducks, on a sea-loch. Towards 
the end of the same month another nest was found by 
the keeper on the same loch. In 1907 I returned, and 
though I searched every likely situation, no trace of a 
Scaup was seen. The same hollow contained the nest of 
a Tufted Duck* (Fig. 4), from which the old bird was 
disturbed on three occasions and identified ; it contained 
nine eggs, and was to all intents and purposes exactly 
similar to the Scaup's of the year before. There was also 
a Shoveler's nest in exactly the same position. I t is 
significant that the nests of these three species should 
be found on contiguous islands, where, not so many years 
ago, they were unknown. 

Though essentially a circumpolar species, the Scaup-
Duck has been recorded as nesting in north Germany, 
once by Baldamus in Anhalt, and twice by Blasius in 
ponds near Brunswick.t 

* Of. " A n n . Scot, Nat . Hist . ," 1907, p. 213. 
' f Rudolf Blasius, "Naumaim, Naturgesch. V. Mitteleurop.," new ed., 
1896-1904, Vol. X. . p . 153; Howard Saunders. "Man. B.B. ." 1899, 
p 449. 




