
HOTES 
BARRED WARBLER IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 

I FIND I have omitted to place on record the occurrence of 
the Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) in Lincolnshire in 1905. 
On September 4th in that year I shot an immature specimen 
of this species in a hedge near the coast at North Cotes. It 
is a shy and wild bird, and takes wing more readily than any 
of the other warblers. 

G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

[This example is referred to in Vol. I., p. 56, of this Magazine, 
but as only the bare record was given by Mr. Gurney in the 
" Zoologist," from which the occurrence was taken, we are 
very glad to publish the details above.—EDS.] 

GOLDCRESTS FROM EAST COAST LIGHTHOUSES. 
DR. HARTERT regards the British-bred Goldcrest as sub-
specifically distinct from the typical Regulus regulus of 
Continental Europe, and has described it under the name of 
Regulus regulus anglorum (cf. Vol. I., p. 218). This insular 
race he regards as resident (I.e., p. 209). The North European 
form, he remarks, frequently crosses over to Great Britain 
in flocks in autumn and winter (I.e., p. 218). 

If the above views be correct, Goldcrests occurring at 
lighthouses on our east coast during the migration seasons 
ought to belong to the Continental form and be recognisable 
as such. To test this, I recently examined a number of 
specimens obtained at the Isle of May and Barnsness light
houses, at the mouth of the Firth of Forth, and could see no 
difference between them and examples from inland woods 
—in the north as well as in the south of Scotland—where 
the species breeds commonly, and is present all the year round. 
But to make sure I have submitted my specimens to Dr.. 
Hartert for comparison with the series in the Tring Museum, 
and he writes me that he is unable to distinguish any of them 
from the British race ; " they are," he repeats, " exactly like 
British birds, their colour being darker than in Continental 
specimens." The specimens submitted included ten from 
the lighthouses as under :— 

$, Isle of May, September 17th, 1885 ; taken by myself 
at the lantern, with other migrants, about 11 p.m. A good 
many were seen in the course of the night. 
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$ , Isle of May, September 4th, 1908. (For this and sub
sequent specimens from the May, I am Indebted to Mr. Ross, 
superintendent of the lighthouse.) 

J , Barnsness, night of October 1st, 1908 ; along with Larks, 
Starlings, etc. (For the Barnsness specimens I have to thank 
the lighthouse keepers and Mr. Pow.) 

3 J (J and one ? , Isle of May, night of October 7th. 
? , Barnsness, night of October 7th ; several with other 

migrants. 
<J and $ , Isle of May, night of October 31st, during a great 

rush of migrants, including besides Goldcrests, Redwings 
(very many), Fieldfares, Ring-Ousels, Owls, Woodcock, etc. 

Thus it would seem either that many of our British Goldcrests 
do migrate, or that there are in some part of North Europe 
birds which in autumn plumage are indistinguishable from 
them. I have long regarded our British Goldcrests as in the 
main resident, and the flocks observed at our light stations 
in October as coming from Scandinavia or the adjacent parts 
of the continent; and I still incline to this view. The subject, 
however, needs further investigation. An examination of 
specimens from stations in Orkney and Shetland, for instance, 
would be most interesting. 

WILLIAM EVANS. 

[In September, 1905, I obtained two examples of un
doubtedly migrating Goldcrests in Norfolk which clearly 
belong to the typical and not to the English race. There is 
much to be learnt regarding migration in conjunction with the 
study of local races.—H. F. W.] 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON October 19th last I found a Yellow-browed Warbler 
{Phylloscopus superciliosus) dead in a hedge near the sea-bank 
at North Cotes. There was a great migration of birds in 
progress at the time. There were Song-Thrushes in thousands, 
hundreds of Robins and Goldcrests, and in less numbers Red
wings, Blackbirds, Ring-Ousels, Grey Crows, Chaffinches, 
Greenfinches, and Twites, with a few Bramblings, Wheatears, 
Rock-Pipits, Woodcocks, Merlins, and Black Redstarts. 

This is the second appearance of the Yellow-browed Warbler 
in the county. G. H. CATON HAIGH. 

THE EAST EUROPEAN CHIFFCHAFF IN THE ISLE 
OF WIGHT. 

ON April 15th, 1907, I received from the lighthouse at 
Niton, Isle of Wight, a single example of Phylloscopus 
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collybita abietina (Nilss.)—the Eastern form of our Chiflchaff. 
According to Dr. Hartert, this form breeds in Scandinavia, 
East Prussia, Austria, and Hungary, southwards to Bosnia 
and Montenegro, and in Russia, south of 65° N. It winters 
in Greece, Asia Minor, and North-East and East Africa, but 
its migration route and western boundary are still uncertain. 
I t may be distinguished from our native bird by its slightly 
larger size, paler coloration, and longer wing measurements, 
which are about 2.5 inches in the male, and 2.25 inches in the 
female. This is the first recorded example from this country, 
but it seems likely that solitary individuals may occur yearly 
in this country on migration, as it would be impossible to 
distinguish them from the common Chiffchaff unless they were 
obtained. 

J . L. BONHOTE. 

THE NORTHERN RACE OF THE WILLOW-WREN 
IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

DURING the last two years, whilst examining birds and wings 
sent from the lighthouses and lightships on the south coast, 
I was struck by the fact that there frequently occurred a 
Willow-Wren which, though like our breeding Willow-Wrens 
superficially, was easily distinguishable from them. On 
going into the matter more carefully I found that these birds 
in spring differed from ours in the following characters :— 

1. The colour of the dorsal parts has a greyish instead of a 
yellowish green tint, thus giving the bird a paler appearance. 

2. Underparts almost entirely without the yellow which 
is" seen on our birds in spring plumage, and much paler. 

3. The superciliary stripe usually quite white, and not 
yellowish. 

Further, I found that these birds do not begin to arrive 
in the south of England before the end of April, and that the 
majority pass through daring the first two weeks of May— 
at a time when our own birds are busy breeding. 

The race to which these birds evidently belong has been 
recognised by Dr. Hartert, and I think quite rightly, under the 
name of Phylloscopus trochilus eversmanni (Bonaparte) [in 
no way to be confounded with Eversman's Warbler], and 
the distribution which he gives (Die Vdg. pal. Faun., p. 509) 
is :—the breeding range begins in north Russia, east of Timan 
Hills, and extends south to the eastern parts of Perm and 
Orenburg; eastward it is the breeding form of the Ob and 
Yenesei, and extends to the mouths of the Lena and Kolyma; 
passing through Roumania and Egypt on migration, it winters 
in South Africa. I have examined about a dozen examples 



NOTES. 235 

obtained in Hampshire and Sussex, and half-a-dozen from 
the Shetlands, all obtained on the spring migration. Thus 
it seems certain that this form of the Willow-Wren occurs 
regularly on migration through England and Scotland, and 
since I have examples from Finmarken and have seen others 
from north Norway obtained in the breeding season, it seems 
that the breeding range must be extended further westward 
than Dr. Hartert states. 

That this subspecies occurs also on the return migration 
in autumn is probable, but I know no certain way of 
differentiating them from our own birds in autumn plumage. 
It is not surprising that it should have hitherto been over
looked in Great Britain, since it arrives when the leaf is out 
and when our birds are nesting, and consequently at a time 
when few examples are obtainable for examination. 

This is the species described by H. Seebohm as Phylloscopus 
gaetkei (Ibis, 1877, p. 92). 

Six specimens were shown by me at the October meeting 
of the British Ornithologists' Club, all obtained from 
Hampshire. C. B. TICEHUBST, 

NESTING HABITS OF THE MARSH-WARBLER. 
I AM interested in Mr. Bunyard's notes on the Marsh-Warbler 
in the November issue. I have had considerable experience 
with this species during the last three years in Gloucestershire. 
—and as regards the nest, its situation and construction, my 
observations confirm those of Mr. Bunyard. The nests 
I have seen have been in willow-herb, wormwood, figwort, 
meadow-sweet, and nettles, and the clutch generally consists 
of five eggs, occasionally only four. The 18th to 24th June 
I have found to be the best average date for fresh eggs. 

I have, however, failed to notice the "extreme shyness" 
commented on by Mr. Bunyard. The sitting birds almost 
invariably allowed of close observation, and when building 
or feeding young were quite unusually careless. The song 
is freely uttered throughout the day, although certainly 
more so in the late afternoon, and is extraordinarily rich and 
melodious. The singing bird generally perches near the top 
of a low bush, frequently on the branch of a willow-tree, and 
seldom amongst the undergrowth, like the Reed-Warbler. 

The eggs are certainly larger than Continental specimens, 
and present two distinct types, viz. : (1) the usual and well-
known one ; (2) that in which the markings are uniformly 
brown. Neither type can possibly be mistaken for eggs of 
any other British species. NORMAN GILEOY. 
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AQUATIC WARBLER IN SUSSEX. 
ON October 7th last I had the good fortune to shoot an 
Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus aquaticus) on the Eastbourne 
Crumbles. I have for the last fifteen years examined every 
Sedge-Warbler I have seen in the hopes of finding an Aquatic. 

Aquatic Warbler, Eastbourne, Sussex, October 7, 1908. 
(Drawn by E. C. Arnold.) 

This bird put its head out of a single tamarisk bush on the 
shingle, and I at once felt sure it was a rarity, the eyestripe 
being most pronounced. The sketch which I made of it shows 
the wedge-shaped character of the tail, which seems to me a 
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striking feature of the species. I judge the bird to be immature, 
and the legs were of a very light flesh-colour. The wind at 
the time was south-east, and the weather fine and hot. 

E. C. ARNOLD. 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL IN NORFOLK. 
O N September 23rd, 1908, one of the wildfowleis of Cley, 
Norfolk, shot, at that place, an adult male Blue-headed 
Wagtail (Motacilla flava flava). The bird was examined by 
Mr. Witherby, and exhibited by him on my behalf at the 
meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club, held on 
November 18th last. 

P . I . RlCHAKDS. 

AUTUMN AND WINTER SINGING OF BUNTINGS. 
WITH regard to Mr. Oldham's note on the singing of a Cirl 
Bunting in October, it was recorded some years ago in the 
" Zoologist " by Professor Salter, that this species sings from 
time to time throughout the winter in Wales. My brother 
and I heard one at Reigate on October 31st this year, singing 
in the morning and afternoon at the same place. The follow
ing day I heard another. Between October 10th and 15th 
on very warm days I heard several Yellowhammers, one of 
them in full song, near Tunbridge Wells, and my brother 
heard a Corn-Bunting singing in Romney Marsh on October 
13th. We had not previously heard either of these two 
species singing after the moult, and I think in the case of the 
Yellowhammer at any rate, it is abnormal. We have not 
heard any Reed-Buntings singing, however. As far as we 
have observed, all the Corn-Buntings leave this part of the 
country for the winter, so that there is no chance of hearing 
them; Yellowhammers are also a good deal less common, 
and begin to sing as soon as they return in February. Between 
November 12th and 20th, while staying in Hayling Island, 
Hants. I have heard Cirl and Corn-Buntings singing a good 
deal, even on cool and sunless davs. „ ~ , 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 
WITH reference to a note on a Cirl Bunting singing in October 
(antea, p. 204), I find by my notes kept over some years at 
Clevedon, in Somerset, that I have records of this bird's song 
in every month in the year, my earliest date being January 
8th, and my latest December 18th. „ w 

IN the Mendip district of Somerset the Cirl Bunting sings 
intermittently throughout the winter. One has been singing 
here at Winscombe on more days than it has been silent 
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during the last four weeks (I write on November 17th). I 
see that I noted it as singing on November 16th last year, 
and in January, 1907, I heard two birds in full song near 
Glastonbury. In my experience the Girl Bunting does not 
sing in winter unless the weather is both still and mild—as 
an instance, the bird here was silent during the week of colder 
weather earlier in the month. The Corn-Bunting, on the 
contrary, may be tempted into song on a very cold frosty 
morning, provided there is bright sunlight. 

C. I. EVANS. 

LITTLE BUNTINGS IN IRELAND AND NORFOLK. 
ON October 2nd, 1908, a female specimen of the Little Bunting 
(Emberiza pusilla) was picked up at the Rockabill Lighthouse 
(off the coast of co. Dublin) and forwarded to me. The bird 
was exhibited on my behalf by Mr. W. R. Ogilvie-Grant at 
the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club held on 
October 21st last. The Little Bunting has not previously 
been recorded from Ireland. 

R. M. BABBINGTON. 

MB. H. N. PASHLEY, the well-known taxidermist of Cley-next-
the Sea, Norfolk, has sent me an adult female example of the 
Little Bunting (Emberiza pusilla), which was brought to him 
on October 19th by a local gunner, who had shot the bird 
that day. Five examples of this bird have been previously 
recorded as occurring in England, thirteen in Scotland, and 
one in Ireland (cf. antea, Vol. I., pp. 249, 291, 383, 385, and 
above). This appears to be the first record for Norfolk. 

Nine years ago, when Howard Saunders published the 
second edition of his " Manual," only one example of this 
species was known to have occurred in this country. Mr. 
Eagle Clarke, I may remind my readers, found on Fair Isle, 
the Little Bunting in some numbers amongst flocks of Twites, 
and it thus may very easily escape notice. 

I had the pleasure of exhibiting the bird at the meeting of 
the British Ornithologists' Club, held on November 18th 
last. 

H. F. WITHEBBY. 

THE GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER AS A 
BREEDING BIRD IN SCOTLAND. 

W E have already referred to the interesting spread of the 
Great Spotted Woodpecker in Scotland (cf. Vol. I., p. 280). 
Mr. J . A. Harvie-Brown* now provides a valuable paper on 

* " A n n . S.N.H.," 1908, pp. 209—216 (with map). 
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the subject, while Mr. W. Evans* discusses the very interesting 
question as to whether the birds, which are now thoroughly 
established in the south-eastern half of Scotland, owe their 
origin to England or Scandinavia. At one time nesting in 
the faunal area of Moray, the Great Spotted Woodpecker 
became extinct as a breeding species in Scotland between 1841 
and 1851. Since that date there have been a number of autumn-
winter irruptions, chiefly on the east coast, of presumably 
Scandinavian birds. In 1887 the first brood since the ex
tinction of the bird as a nester was found, and this at Duns 
Castle woods, in Berwickshire. From that date it gradually 
extended, and its breeding range now embraces practically 
the whole of the south-eastern half of Scotland, although 
it seems strangely absent from Fife and Kinross. All this 
is well traced by Mr. Harvie-Brown, who illustrates his paper 
with an excellent map. I t may be noted that a breeding 
record for Aberdeen (c/. antea, Vol. I., p. 281) is omitted. 

Dr. Hartert has latelyf shown us that the English Great 
Spotted Woodpecker (IX major anglicus) differs from the 
Scandinavian bird chiefly by its smaller and more slender bill 
and shorter wing, and Mr. Evans finds that three of these 
Scottish breeding birds belong to the English race. This 
fact points to the conclusion that Scotland is being repopulated 
from England, and not by the Scandinavian visitants, and it 
is hoped that more specimens may be examined to prove the 
contention conclusively. 

The study of geographical races has only just begun in this 
country, but many of us have long been confident that a 
thorough appreciation of geographical forms would teach us 
very much (and notably in connection with migration 
problems) which is unknown, and even unsuspected, concerning 
the avifauna of the British Isles. Mr. Evans' observations 
are, therefore, very welcome. 

H . F . WlTHEEBY. 

COURTING PERFORMANCE OF THE CUCKOO. 
IN his interesting notes on the Common Cuckoo in India, in 
your issue of November, Major Magrath calls attention to 
" a semi-upright attitude " assumed when uttering the call-
note. The following note in my diary may be of interest:— 
" May 12th, 1905.—Two Cuckoos alighted in one of the trees 
beside the lawn where I was sitting, a third alighting a little 
way off. Two of the birds I judged males from their 
behaviour. The one nearest me became very excited, uttering 

* i.e., 216—218. f BBTTOSH B I B D S , "Vol. I., p . 221. 
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the ordinary as well as the three-syllable call-note all the 
time. His movements reminded me of the domestic male 
Pigeon paying court to his female. He kept raising his body 
to an upright position, spreading out his feathers, especially 
those of the tail, and spinning round on his perch, exactly as 
does the Pigeon. During this exhibition the female remained 
silent. Thereafter all three birds flew away." 

T. THOBNTOJST MACKEITH. 

LITTLE OWL IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
I N connection with the spread of the Little Owl (Athene 
noctua) which formed the subject of an article in a recent 
number of this Magazine (vide B. B., Vol. I., p. 335), it is 
interesting to note that these birds have now reached 
Warwickshire. Messrs. Spicer & Son, taxidermists, Bir
mingham, now have in their possession a specimen which was 
killed at Sutton Coldfield quite recently, though I am un
fortunately unable to give the exact date. 

A. G. LEIGH. 

A REMARKABLE VARIETY OP THE RED-LEGGED 
PARTRIDGE IN ESSEX. 

THROUGH the generosity of Mr. Ruggles Brise, the British 
Museum of Natural History has just acquired a very remark
able variety of the Red-legged Partridge (Gaocabis rufa) killed 
at Braintree on October 20th. 

This bird, a male, has the crown, sides of the head and throat, 
dull black. The upper part normal. The neck, breast and 
flanks, however, are of a uniform rich dark brown, but show 
faint traces of the characteristic barring of the flanks when 
held in certain lights. On the breast is a white patch, recalling 
the horseshoe of the English Partridge. No similar variety 
has, we believe, ever been recorded, though white specimens 
have several times been met with. A bird " with a white 
breast-band," according to YarrelPs " British Birds," was 
obtained in the Haute Garonne in November, 1872, and 
similar varieties, it is interesting to note, " were captured 
at the same season in the years 1873 and 1874." 

W. P. PYCBAPT. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN CO. WEXFORD. 
Os November I l th I was duck shooting with a friend on the 
south side of Wexford Harbour and saw a bird which I 
identified as a Grey Phalarope. We were by the side of a 
" pi l l" (an inlet from the sea containing brackish water, 
as it receives the drainage from the marshes) when a small 
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bird flew past and alighted upon the water about thirty yards 
away. I t then slightly lowered one wing, inclined its head 
to that side, bobbed, or ducked, two or three times, and 
turned partly around. I thought it was wounded, and so 
did our retriever, who dashed in to get it, and disturbed it 
before it completed the turning movement. The bird would 
fly about thirty yards and alight upon the water, swimming 
easily and lightly, and made six or seven flights, always within 
gunshot, during nearly ten minutes. I t twice more started 
to turn and bob, causing the dog to rush at it, and once 
allowed the dog to get within a yard before rising. The bird 
was in a foot to fifteen inches of water. I was much struck 
with the compact, neat, and graceful appearance of the bird, 
while its tameness was in marked contrast to the wildness of 
the various other kinds of Plovers we saw. It was blue-grey 
above, and very pure white upon head and breast. Un
fortunately I had not got my Goerz glasses with me, but I 
noted its two most conspicuous markings—a black patch on 
the nape of the neck extending partly forward with spots or a 
faint line, and, when flying, two rows, or one broad row, 
of light feathers across the secondaries {I could not notice 
whether the primaries were marked so) giving the appearance 
almost as if this portion of the wing was cut out. 

R. C. BANKS. 

[In his " List of Irish Birds " Mr. R. J. Ussher refers to 
this species as an " irregular visitor in autumn and early 
winter, chiefly in October and in bad weather."—H.F.W.] 

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
THOUGH somewhat late to do so, it may be as well to place 
on record the occurrence of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
(Tringites rufemens) in Lincolnshire. 

I shot an example of this American species on the foreshore 
at North Cotes on September 20th, 1906. The bird singularly 
resembled a Reeve both in appearance and flight, and but for 
its small size I should have paid little attention to it. 

I t was by no means shy, and allowed me to approach it 
within thirty yards on the open saltings. This is, I believe, 
the first appearance of this species in the county. 

G. H. CATON HAIOH. 

SABINE'S GULL IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON September 28th last I shot an example of Sabine's Gull 
(Xema sabinii) off Gramthorpe Haven. I t was a young 
bird, in the plumage in which this species usually occurs in 
this country. It was sitting alone on a sandbank, though 
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there were large flocks of other Gulls in the imiaeclMte 
neighbourhood. Its note was singularly like that of the 
Arctic Tern. 

During the latter part of September and the beginning of 
October considerable numbers of Skuas, Gannets, Divers, 
and Shearwaters passed along the Lincolnshire coast. 

G. H. CATON HAIOH. 

LATE NESTS OF THE GREAT CRESTED AND 
LITTLE GREBES. 

WITH reference to Mr. A. G. Leigh's note on the late nesting 
of Grebes (antea, p . 171), on searching my note-book I find 
the following entries: " Sept. 7th, 07, Roddlesworth Reservoir 
(Brinscall, Lanes.), a nest of the Little Grebe (Podicipes fluvi-
atilis) containing four eggs ; the bird left her eggs uncovered, 
but I was unable to ascertain how much they were incubated 
because of several feet of deep water intervening." " Sept. 
8th, 07, in a pond close by my house I discovered another 
nest of the Little Grebe with two eggs ; these eggs were not 
incubated and no more were laid; they hatched safely," 
Even allowing that these were second, or possibly third nests, 
they were, I think, remarkably late for a moorland district. 

W. MACKAY WOOD. 

[In reference to Mr. Leigh's expression of doubt as to 
whether the Great Crested Grebe is double-brooded, the 
Rev. P. C. R. Jourdain writes that he has tolerably conclusive 
evidence of one case where two broods were reared by one 
pair of Great Crested Grebes. In 1907 a pair had large young 
on June 13th at Osmaston. On October 6th Mr. J. Henderson 
reported a pair on the same pond accompanied by four young 
in down, which looked not much larger than Dabchicks. Mr, 
Jourdain adds that the eggs of this bird have been taken 
from April to September, which is strong, though not con
clusive, evidence—since late nests may be the result of the 
destruction of previous eggs or broods—of their being 
double-brooded. Mr. Jourdain gives the following references :— 
Early dates—April 13th, 1888, 1 egg (C. R. Gawen, Zool., 1889, 
p. 19); April 26th, 1881, 2 eggs (J. H.Gurney, i.e., 1881). Late 
dates—July 22nd, 1898, nests with 3, 4, and 5 eggs in North 
Ireland, and other nests with eggs on September 1st (C. B. 
Horsburgh, Field, October 29th, 1898). More recent records 
of late nesting were on September 18th, 1904, when Mr C. 
Oldham saw downy young ones (Zool., 1905, p. 37), and this 
year, on October 10th, when Mr. O. V. Aplin saw an old bird 
in " practically full summer plumage," with two half-grown 
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young (t.c, 1908, p. 407). Howard Saunders does not appear 
to regard this bird as double-brooded, and perhaps it is only 
so when certain favourable conditions prevail.—H.F.W.] 

SOOTY SHEARWATERS IN SUSSEX, KENT, AND 
YORKSHIRE. 

DURING September and October three specimens of the Sooty 
Shearwater (Puffinus griseus) were shot on the coast of Sussex 
and Kent, and, as I was enabled to examine each of them 
in the flesh, I venture to place the occurrences on record. 
The particulars are as follows : (1) a <$. East Bay, Dungeness, 
September 26th, 1908; (2) a $ , Cliff End, Pett, near 
Winchelsea, October 14th, 1908; and (3) a <J, off Bexhill, 
October 21st, 1908. 

W. RTTSKIN BTTTTERFIELD. 

I have a note from Mr. W. J. Clarke, of Scarborough, of 
one of these birds obtained some miles off the coast of 
Yorkshire on October 6th last.—H. P. WITHERBY. 

* * * 
LESSEE WHITETHROAT NESTING IN FOEFAE.—A correction. 

—In reference to the supposed nesting of this bird in Forfar 
in June, 1907 (antea, Vol. I., p. 126) Mr. T. L. Dewar has 
submitted one of the eggs to Mr. Eagle Clarke, who pronounces 
it to be that of a Common Whitethroat (cf. Ann. S.N.H., 
1908, p. 254). 

PROBABLE NESTING OF WHITE WAGTAIL IN SCOTLAND.— 
Two were seen in the middle of July at Killilan, North-west 
Highlands, and one had food in its bill (P. Anderson, Ann. 
S.N.H., 1908, p. 253). 

PROBABLE NESTING OF BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL NEAR 
ABERDEEN.—Between May 19th—July 31st a pair of Motacilla 
flava flava was often observed frequenting the banks of a burn 
on the links near Aberdeen. On July 8th the female was 
carrying food, and the behaviour of the birds always seemed 
to show that they had a nest, although this was not found. 
An accurate description of the birds is given (L. N. G. Ramsay, 
Ann. S.N.H., 1908, p. 253). 

HAWFINCHES IN SCOTLAND.—An old bird and a young one 
were seen at Lauder, Berwickshire, in August, 1908 (W. 
M'Conachie). A female was accidentally captured on April 
9th, 1908, at Grove Gardens, Galloway, in which county the 
bird has been recorded from time to time for many years 
(R. Service, Ann. S.N.H., 1908, pp. 252 and 253). 
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ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN CAITHNESS.—A specimen of 
Pastor roseus was shot a t Dunbeath on Ju ly 11th, 1907 (Ann. 
S.N.H., 1908, p . 195). 

NIGHTJARS B R E E D I N G IN CAPTIVITY.—An extraordinary 
ease of a pair of Nightjars breeding in captivity is recorded 
by Mrs. Heinroth, wife of Dr. 0 . Heinroth, of the Berlin 
Zoological Gardens. In November, 1906, a male bird was 
obtained, and was kept with great care through the winter. 
In the following spring a mate was procured, and pairing 
took place a t the end of May. The male made a nesting 
place by scraping in a peccary-skin rug in the dining room. 
An egg was laid on J u n e 2nd and another on the 4th. The 
hen bird did most of the sitting, bu t the male occasionally 
relieved her. On J u n e 18th the first egg was chipped, and 
hatched on the morning of the 20th, while the second egg 
hatched on the afternoon of the same day . The young fed 
at first by taking the parents ' beaks as far as the nostrils 
into their own. On June 24th the old birds again paired, 
and on Ju ly 3rd and 5fch eggs were laid in the same spot 
upon the rug. Incubation in this case lasted eighteen days 
as against sixteen and a quarter in the first ease, the longer 
t ime being accounted for by the fact tha t the old bird 
allowed the eggs to cool several times. The tameness of 
these Nightjars is described as extraordinary—the six birds 
flying about the room, taking no notice of strangers, and 
being quite ready to settle on the shoulder or take food 
from the hand (Die Gefiedeste Welt, xxxvii., 29-31, 33-4, and 
Field, 17, x., 08, p . 717). 

R E D - F O O T E D FALCON I N N O R F O L K . — T h e Rev. Julian G. 
Tuck records the occurrence of a female Falco vespertinus, 
which was shot near Sandringham about the middle of June 
last (Zool., 1908, p . 394). 

SCOTTISH HERONRIES .—Mr . H. Boyd Wat t gives a list of 
230 Scottish breeding places of the Heron, but of these he 
marks forty-five as now not occupied, while many others 
appear to be tenanted by only a pair or two. (Ann. S.N.H., 
1908, pp. 218-223). 

P U R P L E H E R O N IN CAITHNESS.—A young male Ardea 
purpurea is reported on the Thrumster Esta te on September 
16th, 1907 (Ann. 8.N.H., 1908, p . 199). 

GLOSSY I B I S E S IN NORTHUMBERLAND AND CORNWALL.—A 
par ty of five Plegndis falcinellus arrived near Alnmouth on 
August 30th. Four (two of which are said to be in 
immature plumage) were secured during the following ten 
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days (E. L. Gill, Zool, 1908, p. 394). One was " lately" shot 
near Land's End (H. Welch, Field, 24, x., 08, p. 721). 

MALLARD HATCHING IN OCTOBER.—A Wild Duck hatched 
out thirteen young in the middle of October at Thames Ditton 
(R. Porter, Field, 24, x., 08, p. 721). 

PROBABLE NESTING OF THE GADWALL IN SCOTLAND.—TWO 
pairs of Anas strepera were under observation in a certain 
loch in the east of Scotland this year from the middle of May 
until the end of June, and they were doubtless nesting there 
(W. Evans, Ann. 8.N.H., 1908, p. 254). 

INCREASE OF SHOVELERS IN TIREE. — Reported to be 
increasing yearly as a breeding species (P. Anderson, Ann. 
S.N.H., 1908, p. 252). 

MARKED TEAL.—A hand-reared Teal marked at Netherby, 
Cumberland, this year, was shot on Lough Derg on September 
28th (R. Graham, Field, 24, x., 08, p. 745). 

GARGANEY IN SHETLAND.—A male Querquedula circia is 
reported from Baltasound on April 14th, 1907 (Ann. S.N.H., 
1908, p. 200). 

PALLAS'S SAND-GROUSE IN YORKSHIRE.—Two records of 
a few birds each have been reported (antea, pp. 98 and 134) 
of Syrrhaptes paradoxus in Yorkshire during the recent 
irruption of this bird. Mr. W. H. St. Quintin now records 
(Naturalist, 1908, p. 420) that a flock of 30 to 40 was noticed 
early in June near Knapton. A considerable number remained 
at any rate until the beginning of October. The flock appears 
never to have broken up into pairs, although it certainly 
decreased, and there is no evidence that the birds ever 
attempted to breed. 

PRATINCOLE AT THE FLANNAN ISLANDS.—An adult female 
Glareola pratincola was obtained on July 13th, 1908, at this 
out-of-the-way spot. I t is the third example of the species 
obtained in Scotland (W. Eagle Clarke, Ann. S.N.H., 1908, 
p. 256). 

THE POSITION OF THE EAR IN THE WOODCOCK.—In the 
October issue of the " Ibis " Mr. W. P. Pycraft contributes 
a short paper on the position of the ear in the Woodcock, 
in the course of which he controverts the contention of 
Professor D'Arcy Thomson, that the peculiar conditions which 
prevail in the matter of the position of the ear in the Scolo-
pacidce are due to the shifting of the beak in relation to the 
base of the skull. Mr. Pycraft now shows that the matter 
is not thus to be explained ; but, on the contrary, is due to 
the shortening of the base of the skull, which has had the 
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effect of drawing the hinder part of the skull, and with it the 
aperture of the ear, downwards and forwards, and this point 
is demonstrated by means of a series of diagrams. 

MARKED WOODCOCK.—Mr. John Hamilton has for four 
seasons marked young Woodcock at Baron's Court, co. 
Tyrone, with a nickel ring engraved " B.C.," with the year 
in figures. The results, as far as known, are as follows, but, 
unfortunately, the dates of the captures are not given :— 

N umber accounted for. 

(Field, 17, x., 08, p. 717, and 24, x., 08, p. 745). 

SABINE'S GULL IN THE INNER HEBRIDES.—A specimen of 

Xema sabinii is recorded from Skerryvore on November 30th, 
1907 (Ann. S.N.H., 1908, p. 205). 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE IN SHETLAND.—An example of 

Podicipes cristatus was seen at Spiggie on January 11th, 1907 
(Ann. S.N.H., 1908, p. 207). 
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