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THE GREENLAND WHEATEAR SAXIOOLA 
(ENANTHE. LEUCORBHOA (GMELIN). 

BY 

C. B. TICEHURST. M.A., M.K.C.S., M.B.O.U. 

I T is curious that so little attention should have been 
paid to this bird of late years, and tha t its migrations 
through Great Britain should be so little known. Gould, 
in his " Birds of Great Britain," seems to have noted the 
occurrence of this large Wheatear, but it was not until 
1879 that Lord Clifton (now the Earl of Darnley) pointed 
out that this race did not arrive on the Kent and Sussex 
shores till May and, besides being larger, differed from 
the small race in having a deeper reddish buff throat 
and breast ; further, he did not know of its occurrence 
west of Sussex (Ibis, 1879, pp. 256-7). 

As far as I have been able to ascertain no one, since 
Lord Clifton wrote on the subject, has described its range 
in Great Britain. I have examined 460 Wheatears or 
Wheatears' wings, obtained in various parts of Great 
Britain, and in many other parts of the world, and I. think 
tha t it can be said with certainty tha t the Greenland 
Wheatear passes through the whole of Great Britain on 
migration, for I have seen specimens of it from Yorkshire, 
Suffolk, Norfolk, Kent, Sussex. Hants, Middlesex, Corn
wall, Scilly Isles, Channel Isles, Pembrokeshire, co. 
Wexford, and Shetland, whilst Mr. Barrington (Migration 
of Birds at Irish Lights) records Wheatears with large 
wings from cos. Cork, Donegal, Antrim, Dublin, and 
Wicklow, which evidently belong to this race. 

I t usually arrives in the south of England during the 
last week in April, and the first week in May, and 
continues passing through till the end of that month ; 
a few early ones may sometimes be seen migrating with 
the small race in the second and third weeks of April, 
and the earliest record I have is April 15th. The return 
journey takes place usually during the latter half of 
September, though a few examples are recorded during 
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the last week in August, and the first part of September; 
they continue to pass during October, and the latest date 
of which I have a record is October 31st. 

Of the distribution of this Wheatear outside Great 
Britain more is known, for Herr Stejneger, in reviewing 
the whole subject (Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., Vol. XXIII., 
No. 1220) states that it migrates via France, Great Britain, 
Shetlands, and Faroe Islands, to Greenland and the 
opposite portions of North America, as well as to Iceland, 
where it is the breeding species, whilst the western part 
of North America is inhabited by the small (typical) 
race, which reaches these parts via the Asiatic continent. 

Exactly where the Greenland Wheatear passes the 
winter is not yet completely known. Hitherto it has been 
supposed to have been more or less confined to the 
western part of North Africa, Senegal (where probably 
the original type specimen was obtained), and Gambia 
districts, but I have seen undoubted specimens from 
Khartoum, Nubia, and Fashoda ; so that, although the 
majority may winter in West Africa, some at least spread 
as far east as the Nile Valley. I t apparently passes 
through the Azores on migration. 

The first Wheatears arrive in Greenland, according 
to Herr Winge (Greenland's Fuglefauna) about the end 
of the first week of May ; in early years it may be seen 
in the first few days of May, in late years not till the third 
week. The return migration lasts from mid-August 
to mid-September, and few are seen by the end of that 
month ; it has frequently been met with flying over the 
open sea south-west of Iceland. Whether this race breeds 
in the Faroe Islands or not must, I think, at present 
remain doubtful. 

Taking into consideration the difference in coloration 
and size, migration, and breeding area, I have not the 
slightest hesitation in agreeing with Lord Clifton and 
Herr Stejneger as to the distinctness of the Greenland 
race. The following diagrams give the results of my 
measurements of 450 Wheatears' wings :— 
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Length of Wings of Males in millimetres. 

182 males of Saxicola cenanthe cenanthe. 
61 males of Saxicola cenanthe leucorrhoa. 

Length of Wings of Females in millimetres. 

137 females of Saxicola cenanthe cenanthe. 
34 females of Saxicola cenanthe leucorrhoa. 

I t will be seen that there is some slight overlapping 
in measurements, but I find that this does not amount 
to more than 2 per cent, of individuals—which agrees 
exactly with Herr Stejneger's results. Herr Winge states 
that no Wheatears from Greenland which he has examined 
measure less than 100 mm. in the wing, with which state
ment I can quite agree (the two or three females of 99 
mm. which I measured probably being rather worn 
specimens) ; moreover, I have not been able to find any 
Wheatears shot outside the range of the Greenland 
Wheatear which do not conform in wing measurement 
to the small race. 

All these birds were measured by myself, and only those 
with which full data were recorded have been utilised. 




