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THOMAS SOUTHWELL. 
(PLATE XL) 

ONE after another, zoologists, like all other mortals, drop 
out of the ranks, and enter into their rest. At this 
moment all who knew Thomas Southwell, of Norwich, 
are feeling the loss of a good friend. Born at King's 
Lynn, June 15th, 1831—one of ten children—he spent 
nearly his whole life in his native county, dying at his 
home in Norwich, September 5th, 1909. 

Continued... 
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A love of natural history developed in him very early, 
and as a boy all available time out of school was spent 
wandering about collecting eggs, etc. ; he possessed 
also a great taste for practical mechanics. In 1846 he 
entered the Lynn branch of Gurney's (now Barclay's) 
Bank, where his father was at the time chief cashier. 
In 1851 he read his first paper before the " Lynn Con
versazione and Society of Arts ," choosing as his subject 
" Carbon." The following year he moved to the 
Fakenham branch of the bank. 

In 1853 began a correspondence between Southwell 
and Professor Alfred Newton, which developed into a 
friendship,* terminated only by the death of the latter 
fifty-four years later. In the same year he was made a 
Life Fellow of the Royal Botanical Society of Edinburgh, 
and shortly afterwards he left the bank and joined his 
brother Charles, then managing partner in Castell and 
Brown, a firm of wholesale confectioners in London. 
His health, however, gave way, and he returned to Lynn 
in 1866, and in the following year he re-entered Gurney's 
Bank at Norwich, and settled in that city. 

In 1868 he was elected on the Committee of the Norwich 
Museum, and in the year following the Norfolk and 
Norwich Naturalists' Society was established. To the 
Transactions of that Society he contributed nearly one 
hundred papers, and, after having served as honorary 

* " A friendship of more than fifty years." I n Mem., Professor A. 
Newton, by T. Southwell, Trans. Nor. and Nor. Nat. Soc. viii., 520 
{1908); and in a letter to the present writer, dated J u n e 15th (1907) 
he wri tes :—" I knew you would be shocked to hear of dear old 
Newton's death, he was such a splendid fellow and so good to every
body who was worth being good t o : it is fifty-four years since I was 
introduced to him, and we have been friends ever since. My last 
letter from him was dated April 29th, sending me a copy of Mulso's 
Letters to Gilbert White. I was somewhat prepared for what followed, 
as he told me he was suffering from dropsy, and Miss Newton (his 
niece) kept me informed as to the course of his illness. J . H. Gurney 
and I went to the funeral, which was largely attended by College Dons 
and Naturalists. I shall miss him greatly. The obituary notice in 
" T h e T imes" is the best I have seen and is quite approved by the 
family it brings out some of his marked peculiarities, such as con
tempt for unearned honours and all pretence and assumption, and 
his fervent love for his favourite science." 
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secretary for several years, was elected President of the 
Society in 1879, and again in 1893. In 1872 he was 
elected a F.Z.S., and in 1881 M.B.O.U. He was one 
of the founders of the Museums' Association. 

He retired from the bank in 1896, just fifty years from 
the time he entered the Lynn branch. 

While at Lynn and Fakenham, in spite of long bank 
hours, he pursued his study of natural history, often 
getting up in the morning as early as five to take long 
walks for observing bird-life before the bank opened ; 
and made a large collection of birds' skins and skeletons 
and of eggs. He seems to have given up shooting from 
about the time he went to Norwich. He was always fond 
of making skeletons and dissections, excelling in anything 
that required neatness and delicacy of touch. The 
confinement of the bank was very irksome and uncon
genial to him. 

Southwell was a fairly prolific writer, but never wrote 
for writing's sake, but always because " out of a full 
heart the mouth speaketh." He was a most interesting 
companion, being stored with zoological knowledge, and 
besides his numerous published writings, has left some 
large MS. volumes filled in his methodical and careful 
manner with facts which cannot fail to be of interest 
and value, if, as is sincerely to be hoped, they are some 
day extracted and published by a competent editor.* 

His published writings include a second edition of 
Lubbock's " Fauna of Norfolk," originally published in 
1845, containing much original matter (Norwich, 1879) ; 
" The Seals and Whales of the British Seas " (London, 
1881), an excellent handbook of those somewhat neglected 
orders, and although our knowledge of them has increased 
very considerably (thanks largely to Southwell himself) 
in the twenty-eight years since it was published, it 
remains the only work of its kind and is still very useful; 

* With respect to his cetacean notes he remarked in a letter to the 
present writer, dated September 22nd, 1903 :—" The subject is such a 
large one, and I have such a mass of original information in the shape 
of letters, logs, etc., tha t I hardly know how to select." 
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but, as he told the present writer a few years ago, sufficient 
copies had not been sold to pay for the paper on which it 
was printed. I t was originally published in the form 
of a series of papers in " Science Gossip." In 1890 he 
completed the third volume of Stevenson's " Birds of 
Norfolk," effecting the " splice " on to another man's 
work in a manner which gained general approval.*:;:" In 
1902 he published " Letters and Notes on the Natural 
History of Norfolk," from the MSS. of Sir Thomas 
Browne (1605-1682). The guide to the Zoological 
collection in the Norwich Castle Museum (with which he 
was so intimately connected) is a much appreciated piece 
of work by him. 

In addition to these separate publications, he was the 
author of no less than one hundred and twenty communi
cations to the " Zoologist " between 1869, when he sent 
a note on nests of Dabchick, and 1909, when he contributed 
the last of his series of twenty-eight annual reports on 
the Arctic Whale Fishery ; a series begun in 1882 in 
the pages of the Proceedings of the Natural History 
Society of Glasgow, on the previous season's voyage, and 
continued since in the " Zoologist" (the reports for 
two seasons appearing in the volume for 1884). This 
series forms probably the most lastingly valuable result 
of his industry. 

His long tale of papers in the " Transactions of the 
Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists' Society," already 
referred to, ends in the volume for 1908, with a paper 
" I n Memoriam " of his two friends Alfred Newton and 
Howard Saunders, and now it is the turn of someone else 
to at tempt the same pious office towards himself. He was 
also an occasional contributor to the natural history 
columns of the " Field," and there are a few papers by 
him scattered through various other periodicals. Of 
these last, as they are almost hopeless to find without a 

* " Mr. Southwell makes unnecessary apologies in his preface for 
undertaking the task, which he seems to have performed in a very 
satisfactory manner." " Ibis," 1891, p. 288. 
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clue, the following few may be noted, besides the paper 
of 1882 above mentioned :— 

" The Reproduction of the Eel," and " Sperm Whale 
stranded at Grimsby in 1563 " (with J . Hopkin), 
the " Naturalist," 1885. 

" On the Occurrence of Sowerby's Whale on the York
shire Coast " (with W. Eagle Clarke), " Ann. and 
Mag. of Nat. Hist. ," 1886. 

A paper on Swans in " Blackwood's Magazine" 
(December), 1888. 

" On a Specimen of Sowerby's Whale on the Norfolk 
Coast " (with S. F . Harmer, M.A., F.R.S., now 
Keeper Zool. Dept., Brit. Mus.), "Ann . and Mag. 
of Nat . Hist. ," 1893. 

" The Birds of Norfolk " in the " Victoria History " 
'of the County, 1901. 

" Whale Fishing Ancient and Modern," Sk John's, 
Newfoundland " Evening Herald " (August), 1903. 

" On the Whale Fishing from Scotland," " Ann. of 
Scottish Nat . Hist. ," 1904. 

" Some Results of the North Atlantic Fin-Whale 
• Fishery," " Ann. and Mag. of Nat. Hist.," 1905. 

"Newfoundland Fin-Whale Fishing in 1905," "Ann . 
of Scottish Nat. Hist. ," 1906. 

" Notes on an Eighteenth Century Museum at Great 
Yarmouth," " The Museum's Journal," 1908. 

A complete list of his papers would be foreign to the 
purpose of this short memoir, but some of those on 
zoological archaeology may be noted : In the " Trans. 
N. and N. Soc." :—"On the Ornithological Archaeology 
of Norfolk," 1871 ; " Norfolk Decoys," 1878 ; " The 
Fens and Fen-Folk," 1884 ; " On some Ancient Customs 
and Regulations with regard to the Fresh-Water Fisheries 
of the County of Norfolk," 1887 and 1888 ; " Falconry 
in Norfolk," 1891 ; " St. Helen's Swan-pit," 1892, begins 
with bygone d a y s ; " Shooting at Holkham," 1893, 
begins in the latter part of the eighteenth century; 
" Feltwell Decoy," 1898, and in the same year " Exhibition 
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of a Norfolk Bustard " and a second paper on " St. 
Helen's Swan-pit " are all more or less archaeological; 
"Wild-Fowl Driving in the sixteenth Century," 1900; 
" On the Breeding of the Crane in East Anglia," and 
" On Dr. Marsham's ' Indications of Spring,' " 1901 ; 
" Ancient Records of the Occurrence of certain Cetaceans 
on the Norfolk Coast," and " The Great Bustard in Nor
folk," and " On an unpublished Letter from Dr. Thomas 
Browne to Mr. William Dugdale," 1902 ; " Leaves from 
an Old Diary in the Years 1800-2," 1903 ; " On some 
Early Dutch and English Decoys," 1904 ; " Some Old-
Time Norfolk Botanists," 1907. 

Similarly, in the " Zoologist " : — " Martens in Suffolk," 
1877 ; " Fen versus Marsh," and " An Unrecorded Norfolk 
Great Bustard," 1897. 

The principal ornithological rarities in Norfolk recorded 
by him are (in the "Zoologist"):—Glossy Ibis, Sooty 
Shearwater, Pallas's Sand-Grouse, King-Eider, Caspian 
Plover, Little Bustard, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Siberian 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Pallas's Willow-Warbler, Mediter
ranean Herring-Gull and Hybrid Blackgame. In addition 
he chronicled numerous rare occurrences in other classes. 

Notwithstanding the deep interest he took in the blood
thirsty occupations of sealing and whaling, he was one of 
the gentlest and kindliest of men, hating any kind of 
cruelty, and doing all he could to promote preservation 
and check slaughter. He put whole-hearted service 
into the affairs of the Norwich Castle Museum, and was 
always on the look-out for specimens, photographs, or 
anything else that would enrich the collection, and that 
most excellent museum owes him a very great deal. 

His wife predeceased him in 1903, and he leaves two 
daughters. 

With these imperfect lines we must leave him, fully 
conscious of what scant justice we have done to the 
memory of our revered old friend. There is one drawback 
to having known him, namely, that his loss leaves a 
permanent void—unfillable ! 

ALFRED HENEAGE COCKS. 


