
LETTERS 
THE PLUMAGES OF T H E GUILLEMOT AND RAZORBILL. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—While it must be well known that the " fledgling "Guillemot 

(Uria troile) and Razorbill (Aha tarda) resemble in all essentials of 

their coloration the adults of their respective species when in summer-

plumage, extending even to the white stripe in front of the eye in the 

case of the Razorbill, it does not seem to have been recognized tha t 

this plumage answers to the " mesoptyle " or second generation of 

down-plumage in other birds, e.g. the Tawny Owl. Yet this, I believe, 

to be a fact, and accordingly I draw the attention thereto of the readers 

of BRITISH B I R D S , who are interested in all tha t pertains to 

plumages and their changes. I am not sure, yet, as to what obtains 

in the case of the young Black Guillemot (Uria grylle) of the same age, 

which seems to resemble the adults in the winter dress, but the plumage 

of such young birds will, I believe, also prove to be of the " mesoptyle " 

generation. The young Little Auk, like the Guillemot and Razorbill, 

rasembles the adult in summer, and wears a " mesoptyle " plumage. 

The long woolly down of the Puffin, which differs so conspicuously 

from that of its congeners will prove, I believe, to be made up of a 

" protoptyle " and degenerate " mesoptyle " down. I t would seem 

therefore that my contention, that the " mesoptyle "p lumage answers to 

a more or less degenerate adult dress, is well founded. 

Pressure of other work makes it impossible for me to go minutely 

into the questions here raised just now ; accordingly I draw the attention 

of others to the mat ter , in order that , if possible, fresh material may 

oven yet be obtained this summer for tho final settlement of the points 

I have raised. W. P. PYCRAFT 

" ONT A PECULIAR TYPE OF F E A T H E R IX T H E WATER-RAIL." 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Referring to my article in last month 's BRITISH B I R D S " On 

a Peculiar Type of Feather in the Water -Rai l" (pp. 42-44), my at tention 

lias since been drawn to a short notice by the Rev. M. C. H. Bird in 

the Transactions of the Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists'1 Society, 

Vol. VI., p. 117, in which he makes mention of these feathers. I much 

regret that this note was not known to me before, as I had, of course, 

no intention of depriving Mr. Bird of the credit of having been the 

first to point out this peculiarity in the Water-Rail. 

J . L E W I S BONHOTE. 



88 LETTERS. 

BATS AND MANX SHEARWATERS. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,—On the question raised by my note in your last number (p. 55) 
as to the presence of ra ts on the Island of Annet in the Scilly Isles, I 
have made careful inquiries from those who are most in the habit 
of visiting tha t island, and they all say tha t there are none there to their 
knowledge, but tha t thase rodents are present on the islands of Arthur , 
Sampson, Tresco, St. Helens, and some of the small eastern islands. 

I should have written the word " some " instead of " many " when 
mentioning the number of Manx Shearwaters' skins found turned 
inside out. 

I t is very probable tha t the larger species of Black-backed Gull 
swallows these birds whole, as it does Puffins, for their holding capacity 
is enormous, a friend of mine extracting a large eel measuring eighteen 
inches in length from a nestling in the down last month. The eel 
was minus its head—absorbed in the process of digestion—and its tail 
was protruding fully an inch from the chick's beak. 

H. W. ROBISSON. 
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