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T H E LATE WALTER IBBOTSON BEAUMONT. 

IT is with great regret that we have to record the death of 
Mr. W, I. Beaumont of Plymouth, a keen field-naturalist 
and an enthusiastic supporter of our marking scheme, who 
was accidentally drowned on May 3rd, at Tarbert, Loch Fyne. 
We are indebted for particulars to Mr. Godfrey Heathcote, 
who writes as follows :— 

" Mr. Beaumont, as you know, had entered with enthusiasm 
into your Bird-marking Scheme, and spent a great part of 
the summers of 1910 and 1911 cruising among the small 
islands off the west coast of Scotland for the purpose of " ring
ing " young gulls and terns. With the intention of carrying 
on this work during the present summer, he went to Tarbert 
on the 25th April to superintend the fitting out of his yacht, 
and had almost completed his arrangements when the fatal 
accident occurred. I t is thought that he must have been 
attacked with faintness, and fallen from the yacht's dinghy 
while in the act of laying out a kedge, for no sound was heard 
either by those on board the yachts and launches lying near, 
or by those on shore. He was a skilful and experienced 
yachtsman, and, with his six-ton single-handed cruising yawl 
' Hawk-Moth,' was well known on the west coast from 
Loch Fyne to Skye. He had been a member of the Royal 
Cruising Club since last July. He was also a member of the 
Alpine Club and a Fellow of the Royal Geographical and 
Zoological Societies, as well as a member of both the British 
Ornithologists' Union and Club. 

" Regarding his ornithological work, he was characteristi
cally modest, as in other matters, but, though he could not 
claim the wide range of knowledge possessed by our leading 
ornithologists, he was more than an ordinary field-naturalist. 
He had, in addition to his biological training, a natural 
faculty for close and accurate observation, and, in particular, 
I was frequently struck by the quickness of his eye for 
any ' character ' likely to be useful in the identification of 
a new or unknown species. 

" Mr. Beaumont was in his fiftieth year, and was unmarried." 

Dr. E. J. Allen, Director of the Marine Biological Associa
tion of the United Kingdom, writes to us from Plymouth as 
follows :— 

" Mr. W. I. Beaumont commenced his biological studies 
under the late Professor Milnes. Marshall in Manchester, and 
subsequently went to Cambridge, where he entered Emmanuel 
College. After leaving Cambridge he took up marine biology, 
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working first at Port Erin and at Valencia. He first came 
to Plymouth to work at the Marine Biological Laboratory in 
1895, and has spent several months of each year here since 
then. He was specially interested in nemertines, nudi-
branchs and Crustacea, especially schizopods. You are pro
bably better acquainted with his bird-work than I am, but it 
was a subject in which he was always very much interested. 

" In addition to biology, he possessed a very sound know
ledge of field-geology." 

Mr. Beaumont entered upon the " ringing " scheme with 
the utmost ardour, but he met with many disappointments 
through not being able to land in many places owing to rough 
weather or to the want of suitable anchorage where his yacht, 
which he worked single-handed, could be left in safety. Thus, 
in deploring his want of success he wrote in September, 1910 : 
" I wasted most of a week at the end of June, for example, 
waiting at Crinan for a chance to visit some islands." We 
may quote the following hints to " ringers " from one of his 
letters to us :— 

" I have this year adopted a plan of dealing with the rings 
which saves much time and trouble and facilitates accuracy. 
Those of your helpers who mark birds in colonies and have 
not already some dodge of their own may be glad to know 
of it. 

" Before visiting a nesting-station I arrange a supply of 
rings in order of numbering, and thread them on a piece of 
rope of suitable thickness. Log-line, 1 inch in circumference, 
does very well for sizes 3 and 4. Each ring should be pinched 
on to the line, so as to fit so tightly that it cannot slip over 
its neighbours and get out of its proper place, yet can be 
easily slid off when wanted. Besides arranging the rings in 
order to begin with, I examine the number on each as I thread 
it on the line and again before putting it on the bird, so as to 
eliminate all chance of error." 

Mr. Beaumont was a keen student of bird-life, as many 
observations in his numerous letters to us testify, and it was 
always a great pleasure to have a quiet chat with him about 
birds. He will be greatly missed by all those who had the 
privilege of being acquainted with him. H.F.W. 




