
FIOTES 
RARE MIGRANTS IN YORKSHIRE. 

WHILE observing migration on the east Yorkshire coast in 
the district of Holderness this autumn, I obtained the fol
lowing birds, which are noteworthy owing to their rare 
occurrence. 

FIRE-CRESTED WREN (Regulus i. ignicapillus).—On Sep
tember 28th, 1912, I shot a Firecrest. The broad white eye-
stripe was very conspicuous, and it uttered a single sharp 
note, rather shriller than that of a Goldcrest. The wind had 
been easterly for some days, and it was blowing half a gale 
on the 28th. There were considerable arrivals of Gold-
crests on the 24th and 25th, but a good many of these were 
gone by the 28th. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa p. parva).—On 
September 24th, 1912, I shot an immature Red-breasted Fly
catcher. Only one has previously been obtained in the 
county, though three others are said to have been seen. This 
bird was in a faggot breakwater, and appeared somewhat 
smaller than M. h. hyvoleuca. The wind had been easterly 
for some days, and on the 24th a number of small birds 
arrived, including Goldcrests, Continental Robins (Dandalus 
r. rubecula), and a Ring-Ouzel (Turdus torquatus). 

BLYTH'S REED-WARBLER (Acrocephalus dumelorum).—On 
September 20th, 1912, I obtained an example of Blyth's 
Reed-Warbler. I t was very tame, and I watched it for 
some time feeding in a patch of sea-buckthorn. The wind 
had been north-east for several days, and the only other 
birds about at the time were a few Redstarts and Common 
Whitethroats ; a Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa s. striata) 
also appeared on the 20th. 

I am most grateful to Dr. N. F. Ticehurst and to Dr. E. 
artert for the trouble they took in identifying this bird. 
BARRED WARBLERS (Sylvia n. nisoria).—On September 10th, 

1912, after a rush of Pied Flycatchers, Redstarts and Common 
and Lesser Whitethroats, I obtained an immature male Barred 
Warbler. A strong west wind was blowing at the time, 
with heavy squalls of rain. On the 14th near the same place 
I shot an immature female, which I had observed about 
for several days. There are four previous records for 
Yorkshire. J. K. STANFORD. 

P 
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EARLY NESTING OP LESSER REDPOLL IN NORFOLK. 
A NEST of the Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis I. cabaret) with five 
eggs, found on April 24th, 1912, at Croxton, Norfolk, may 
perhaps he worth recording, as I cannot remember having 
seen a published note of this bird nesting in April. 

Prom the various notes upon its nesting-habits in other 
counties which have appeared from time to time in BBITISH 
BIRDS, it would seem to be always a rather earlier nester than 
usual in Norfolk, other dates upon which I have found nests 
being : May 2nd, two eggs ; May 12th, three eggs ; May 13th, 
five eggs ; May 26th, one egg, another nest ready for eggs, 
and a third half-built nest; June 2nd, three young nearly 
ready to fly. B. B. RIVIERE. 

[Lesser Redpolls seem to have bred exceptionally early in 
the spring of 1912. Mr. P. C. Dutton informs me that on 
May 12th, 1912, he met with a nest of newly hatched young 
near Stone, Staffordshire, which must have contained a full 
clutch by the end of April. On May 19th, Mr. W. T. Mynors 
found a nest, with four well-feathered young, near Ash-
burne, Derbyshire. In these cases the localities are con
siderably further north.—F.C.R.J.] 

TAWNY PIPIT IN SUSSEX. 
OK October 1st, 1912, a birdcatcher caught a Tawny Pipit 
(Anthus campestris) at Eastbourne, and this specimen has 
now come into my possession. E. C. ARNOLD. 

GREY WAGTAILS NESTING IN SURREY. 
ON May 5th, 1912, I observed a pair of Grey Wagtails 
(Motacitta b. boarvM) feeding two recently-fledged young 
birds in the neighbourhood of Godstone. The species has 
not previously nested in that locality to my knowledge, 
although a pair have bred annually since 1906 at a spot 
about three miles distant. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

WALL-CREEPER IN SUSSEX. 
AN example of the Wall-Creeper (Tichodroma muraria) was 
obtained at Camber Castle, Sussex, on November 1st, 1912. 
I examined it in the flesh, when it proved to be a male. 
Unfortunately it was rather knocked about, having been killed 
at close range within the ruins, and with large shot. 

H. W. FORD-LINDSAY. 

WILLOW-TITS IN NORFOLK AND HUNTINGDON. 
ON August 9th, 1912,1 obtained a specimen of the Willow-Tit 
(Parus a. hUinschmidti) in an alder car on the Norfolk side 
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of the Waveney near Beccles. This is, I believe, the first 
recorded occurrence of what is probably an overlooked bird 
in Norfolk. 

I also wish to record that I found an example of this bird 
in an old collection in Yarmouth lately. I t had been obtained 
in 1844 in the neighbourhood of Somersham. There seem 
to be no previous records from Huntingdonshire. 

C. B. TICEKTIRST. 

[I have in my collection a female Willow-Tit obtained 
at Loddon, Norfolk, in January, 1893, by my friend Capt. 
A. E, Hamerton, who gave it to me about two years ago, 
but I have omitted to record it.—H. F. WITHBEBY.] 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN RUTLAND. 
As the Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) is very rarely 
seen in Rutland, I may record that I saw one between Braun-
ston and Oakham in November, 1911. I observed the bird 
first on November 14th, and four times subsequently in the 
ensuing fortnight. Each time it perched in most conspicuous 
positions, and it was always very bold. 

K. HTTGHES-ONSLOW. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE'S METHOD OF DEALING 
WITH ITS PREY. 

WHILE staying in a district of Suffolk last summer in which 
Red-backed Shrikes (Lanius c, collurio) were very numerous, 
I observed a male bird carrying a half-grown Sky-Lark, 
which it clasped in its talons after the manner of a hawk, 
conveying its victim apparently with ease for fully two hundred 
yards before depositing it upon the ground, one of the parent 
Larks being in hot pursuit. 

The fledgling upon examination was found to be headless, 
having evidently been decapitated immediately after seizure, 
as I could discover no trace of the head at the spot where 
the Shrike alighted. I t seems reasonable to assume that 
the Lark was beheaded at the nest, in order that its struggles 
might cease and transportation thus be effected without 
difficulty. HOWABD BBNTHAM. 

[The fact that the fledgling Sky-Lark was picked up 
headless does not prove that it was decapitated at the nest 
in order to facilitate transportation, for it is usual for the 
Shrikes to begin their meal by tearing off and swallowing 
the head of a young bird, so that naturally no trace would 
be found of it. The same habit may frequently be observed 
in the case of the Accipitres.—F.C.R.J.] 
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AQUATIC WARBLER IN NORFOLK, 
A FEMALE Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus aquaticus) was 
obtained on Blakeney golf course on October 23rd, 1912. 
It was unfortunately much damaged with large shot, but 
Mr, Pashley, of Cley, has successfully mounted it. The last 
occasion when the Aquatic Warbler occurred in this neigh
bourhood was in 1903, when my Mend, Mr. Gilmour Richards, 
shot a bird (now in his father's collection at Ealing) on 
September 21st. Previous to that a specimen was killed by 
Mr. Gunn, the Norwich naturalist, all three within a mile or 
two of the same spot. CLIFFOBD BOBBER. 

BARRED WARBLERS IN SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK. 
ON August 28th, 1912, I had on several occasions a good 
view of a Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) on the Lowestoft 
Denes, Suffolk. The bird was shy and on near approach 
invariably dived into the thick brambles. The woodcut 
in Saunders's Manual of the young bird shows a very typical 
position. 

On the 27th there was a gentle north-east wind following 
the hurricane of the previous day. The morning of the 
28th was calm. On the same morning there was a fairly 
large influx of Wrynecks, suggesting that these had perhaps 
come in from the north-east with the Barred Warbler, which 
species is found in south Sweden and is not uncommon in 
parts of Denmark. This is the first recorded occurrence 
in Suffolk. C. B. TICEHUBST. 
ON September 3rd, 1912, my brother, G. F. Arnold, shot an 
immature female Barred Warbler at Blakeney. The wind 
was blowing from the north-west at the time, and in my 
experience this is usually the direction of the wind when 
Barred Warblers appear. The bird in flight looks like a 
large Spotted Flycatcher. E. C. ABNOLD. 

[I understand that three more Barred Warblers in similar 
plumage were taken in the same locality, and about the 
same time as the one referred to by Mr. Arnold. One 
was obtained on the same day, September 3rd, and the 
other two a few days afterwards.—-H.F.W.] 

DARTFORD WARBLER IN IRELAND, 
ALTHOUGH birds of greater rarity have been obtained at 
Irish Light stations, probably no more interesting bird has 
occurred than the Dartford Warbler which was caught at 
the Tuskar Lighthouse, co, Wexford, by Mr. A. O'Leary, 
lightkeeper, on October 27th, 1912, and sent to me in the 
flesh as an unknown bird. 
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In the ordinary sense, this species is local and resident 
in southern England, and is one of the few warblers 
which winter in Great Britain. In the more extended sense 
of the word " migratory " it is not even an occasional wan
derer across the sea, for though it has twice occurred in 
Heligoland, it has never, so far as I am aware, been obtained 
at any Light station in Great Britain or Ireland : it is said, 
in Newton's Yarrell, p. 401, never to fly on land more than 
fifty yards at a time. Reebohm states in 1883 in his British 
Birds (Vol. I., p. 415) that, " It is.not known to be anywhere 
a migratory bird." Newton, on the other hand, in his 
Dictionary of Birds, 1896, says, " I t is known to be migratory 
in most parts of the Continent." Howard Saunders, in his 
.Manual, 1899, says that, " Allowing for a little wandering, 
it is a resident species in the south of England " : and in the 
most recent Hand-List of British Birds, 1912, it is given as 
" resident." 

The specimen received was an adult, in rather bad con
dition ; however, with care a very good skin was made. 
Mr. W. P. Pycraft, of the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), kindly 
dissected the body ; it proved to be a female. 

Three races have been distinguished by Dr. Hartert (Vog. 
pal. Fauna, p. 600-1), viz. Sylvia undata undata, inhabiting 
south-western Europe, Sylvia undata toni, north-western 
Africa, and Sylvia undata darffordie.nsis, to which the Irish 
specimen belongs, being resident in southern England and 
north-western France. 

This solitary occurrence in Ireland, though very interesting 
and totally unexpected, is not, I think, evidence of any special 
movement. I t may have been due to a very strong south-east 
gale which swept across the mouth of the Channel on 
October 26th and 27th, blowing direct from the south-west 
of England to the south-east of Ireland (see daily weather-
charts).* 

The following is a complete list of birds forwarded to me 
from Irish Light stations since 1887, which up to that date 
had not been recorded as occurring in Ireland. 

1887, Red-breasted Flycatcher and Lapland Bunting ; 1889, 
Greenland Redpoll; 1890, Yellow-browed Warbler, Lesser 
Whitethroat, and Short-toed Lark; 1892, Antarctic Sheath-
bill; 1893, Woodehat Shrike; 1903, Aquatic Warbler; 

* Since writing the above, Prof. Pa t ten has, without having seen 
the bird and without ascertaining its age, sex, racial form or destina
tion, written to the daily Press announcing its occurrence—on the 
authority of the lightkeeper, to whom I communicated the name. 
This explanation is necessary to prevent the inference tha t two 
specimens were obtained.—R.M.B. 
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1905, Melodious Warbler, and American Snow-Bird; 1907, 
Reed-Warbler* ; 1908, Pallas's Grasshopper-War bier, and 
Little Bunting ; 1910, Shore-Lark ; 1912, Dartford Warbler. 

In addition, to the above Prof. Patten, when staying at 
the Tuskar Rock, lately obtained the Tree-Pipit. 

RICHARD M. BABBINGTON 

GREENLAND WHEATEAR IN DERBYSHIRE. 
As the Greenland Wheatear (CEnanthe m. leucorrhoa) has 
not hitherto been recorded for Derbyshire, and the material 
for the study of its migration from inland districts is very 
scanty, it may be of interest to record that on September 14th, 
1912, Mr. G. L. Spilsbury shot a female in a field at Findern 
where the cabbage crop had partially failed and large open 
spaces existed between the plants. I examined this specimen 
at Messrs. Hutchinson's, where it was being set up, and 
found the wing-measurement just over 100 mm. 

P. C. R. JOTTRDAIN. 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN ANGLESEY. 
ON the morning of October 15th, 1912, there was an adult 
male Black Redstart (Phoenicurus o. gibraltariensis) in a 
garden-patch abutting on the harbour at Holyhead. The 
bird was in a state of restless activity, catching insects, now 
upon the ground, now among and upon the cabbages and other 
garden stuff, and occasionally snapping flies from the face of 
the boundary wall, upon which it would alight for an instant. 
When I visited the garden again on the 18th with Mr. T. A. 
Coward, the bird was still there, but we failed to find it on 
the 23rd. On the 22nd we watched another—either an adult 
female or a bird of the year—on the cliffs at Penrhyn Mawr, 
a mile to the south of the South Stack Lighthouse. 

C. OLDHAM. 

BLACK REDSTART IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
ON November 2nd, 1912, I had an excellent view of a Black 
Redstart (Phoenicurus o. gibraltariensis) as it flitted about 
a rock-bestrewn cliff-top on the north-easterly side of the 
Great Orme's Head. Its black chin and breast, the deep 
greyish feathers of its crown and back—so different from 
the dull brownish-grey plumage of the female—and the 

* The Keed-Warbler was first authentically recorded as Irish 
from a specimen obtained at Kockabill in 1908, bu t subsequently on 
examining carefully the legs and wings obtained in 1907, those of a 
specimen killed striking a t the Codling Bank Lightship, 3.XI.07, were 
identified as certainly belonging to this species. 



VOL. vi.] NOTES. 223 

absence of white wing-patches led me to suppose that the 
bird was an immature male. Its ruddy tail was in constant 
motion. 

In December, 1910, and November, 1911, other birds of 
this species were observed on the same headland and noted 
in BRITISH BIRDS, and I feel that these three occurrences 
in late autumn and early winter are not accidental, but 
enable us to see fairly clearly that the bird is not so rare 
in North Wales as is generally reputed. 

RICHARD W. JONES. 

CUCKOOS LAYING IN ROCK-PIPITS' NESTS. 
WITH reference to the note on page 194, I may mention that 
in June, 1895, Miss Dorrien-Smith sent me a Rock-Pipit's 
nest containing two eggs of the owner and one of a Cuckoo. 
It was taken at Tresco Abbey, Isles of Scilly, where Anthus 
s. obseurus is exceedingly common. HEATLEY NOBLE. 

WITH reference to the notes on pages 156 and 194 on this 
subject, I should like to say that I found a Cuckoo's egg in 
the nest of a Rock-Pipit in the Scilly Isles, in 1904. I have 
also a clutch of Rock-Pipit's eggs from the Fame Islands, 
with one egg very considerably larger than the others, 
which may be a Cuckoo's. HORACE TERRY. 

GLOSSY IBISES IN ESSEX. 
FIVE Glossy Ibises (Egatheus f. falcinellus) were shot on 
October 14th, 1912, at Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex, out of 
a party of six, by Mr. Woodruffe Eagle and his brother. 
The sixth was, I understand, afterwards picked up dead by 
somebody else. The five obtained by Mr. Eagle were two 
adults and three birds of the year. 

WALTER B. NICHOLS. 

NIGHT-HERON IN CHESHIRE. 
MR. J. MOORE recorded (antea, p. 156) a Night-Heron 
(Nycticomx n. nycticorax) at Marbury Mere, near Northwich, 
on July 31st, 1912. I visited the spot immediately after
wards, but failed to find trace of the bird and concluded that 
it had left. I can now, however, confirm the identification 
(if that be necessary) for the decomposed remains of a 
Night-Heron—presumably the one seen by Mr. Moore—were 
discovered in a reed-bed by the mere by Mr. John Hindley, 
the gamekeeper, on November 3rd. The skull and sternum 
are intact, but the feet are missing, possibly having been 
shot away by some gunner, who wounded but lost the bird. 
Many of the ash-grey flight-feathers are still attached to the 
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wing-bones, and some of the dark feathers of the back remain ; 
these, the skull, and the measurements of the culmen and 
wing, enabled me to recognize the species. The remains 
are now preserved in spirits in the Warrington Museum. 

T. A. COWARD. 

SNOW-GEESE IN NORFOLK. 
ON October 31st, 1912, six Snow-Geese (Anser hyperboreus) 
were seen on the north Norfolk levels. A Mr. Glanville 
saw them fly in from the sea and fired at the birds ; and 
I subsequently heard that E. Ramm, the well-known fowler, 
had a capital view, but was not lucky enough to get a shot. 
Ramm noticed " hundreds of duck passing at sea, and ten 
Whoopers " on the same day. CLIFFORD BORRER. 

GOOSANDER AND SCAUP IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
ON October 20th, 1912, I watched on one of the pools at 
Packington, Warwickshire, a bird which I identified as a female 
or immature Goosander (Mergus m. merganser). It was at 
first swimming with some Coot, and I at once noticed the 
comparative thinness of the neck, and the large size of the 
head. The latter was brown, the whole upper-surface being 
dark grey and the throat dirty-white, whilst there was a 
conspicuous white patch on the wing. Later I saw the bird 
on the wing together with a duck Mallard, and the fact that 
it was considerably larger than the latter, coupled with the 
grey back, served to distinguish it from the Red-breasted 
Merganser. Beyond the rather vague statement (Vict. Hist. 
Warwick., p. 202} that, " although not of frequent occurrence 
it is certainly not very rare," I am aware of only two previous 
records of this species in the county. 

Though occurring more frequently than the Goosander, I 
may record seeing a drake Scaup (Nyroca m. marila) on the 
same pool on November 26th, 1911. 

A. GEOFFREY LEIGH. 

REDSHANKS TRAPPED BY COCKLES. 
THE photograph here reproduced is of a Redshank (Tringa 
totanus) with a cockle on its upper mandible. I picked 
the bird up on some rocks at Hoylake, Cheshire, i.e. in 
the Dee Estuary, on October 5th, 1912; it had been dead 
perhaps some twenty-four hours and was emaciated. I t 
was also moulting. I think there can hardly be any doubt 
that the Redshank died of starvation, having accidentally 
been trapped by the cockle while feeding on the sand-flats. 
One wonders that the accident is not more common, but in 
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the case of the Redshank and many other small waders, 
the feeding action is one of " picking u p " rather than 
" probing " as in the case of Curlews and Oyster-catchers, 
so that the time the bill is actually in the mud is often 
momentary. A somewhat similar experience befell me on 
October 22nd, 1910. I was watching a group of several 

dozen Redshanks through a telescope (x 60). One had a 
cockle attached to its left foot. One toe could be seen to 
be free in front of the cockle. Occasionally the Redshank 
pecked at it in a sort of half-hearted way but made no serious 
effort to remove it. Perhaps the readers of BRITISH BIRDS 
have similar experiences to relate. 

J. W. W. STEPHENS. 

LONG-TAILED SKUA IN NORFOLK. 
ON September 7th, 1912, my brother, G. E. Arnold, shot an 
immature Long-tailed Skua (Stercorarius longicaudus) at 
Blakeney. The wind was north-west at the time. 

E. C. ARNOLD. 

LITTLE BUSTARD IN DEVON. 
ON January 11th, 1912, a Little Bustard (Otis tetrax) was 
captured by a farmer at Braunton, and taken by him to Mr. 
James Rowe, the taxidermist of Barnstaple. Its head had 
been injured, probably through coming in contact with 
telegraph wires. It proved to be a female, like nearly all 
the recorded specimens from this district, though possibly 
some may have been immature birds. Mr. J. Henderson 
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saw it while it was being set up for Mr. F. B. Hinchliff of 
Instow, and kindly obtained the above particulars from 
Mr. Rowe. F. C. R. JOTTRBAIN. 

LITTLE AUKS IN SUSSEX AND WARWICKSHIRE. 
T H E Little Auks (Alls alle) have put in an early appearance 
this winter, several having been observed along the coast, 
and I regret to say some have already been obtained. The 
first capture that came to my notice was at Winchelsea, on 
October 31st, 1912. Another at Bopeep on November 2nd, 
and on the same day one was killed by a bottle being thrown 
at it from St. Leonards Pier, after spending a couple of days 
swimming among the piles. H. W. PORD-LINDSAY, 

[Two more were seen from St. Leonards Pier on 
November 11th,—N.F.T.] 
O N November 5th, 1912, a Little Auk (Alle alle) was brought 
to me. It had been picked up alive in the road in Rugby 
•on the previous day. We had had no rough weather 
since the previous Thursday (October 31st) when the wind 
shifted from south through west to north-west. The bird 
appeared to be in good condition. H. COLLISON. 

TREE-PIPITS IN IRELAND.—Professor C. J. Patten recounts 
at some length in the Irish Naturalist (1912, pp. 209-13) 
his capture of two examples of Anthus t. trivialis, a young 
female on September 10th, 1912, and a young female on 
September 22nd, at the Tuskar Rock, co. Wexford. These 
are the first authenticated records of the occurrence of this 
species in Ireland. Professor Patten argues that these birds 
were emigrating from Ireland, and suggests that they breed 
there and are overlooked. It is possible, we suppose, that 
they do, but it seems more likely that Tree-Pipits from the 
west coast of Scotland occasionally pass down the east coast 
of Ireland on passage. The fact that one of the birds obtained 
in the early morning had no food in its stomach hardly points 
to emigration from Ireland, since the Tuskar is but a very 
few miles from the land. 

WHITE WAGTAILS in co. DONEGAL.—Mr. N. H. Poster 
writes (Irish Nat., 1912, p. 218) that he observed about 
twenty MotaciUa a. alba on the shore at Bundoran, co. 
Donegal, from August 12th to 14th, 1912. 

WRYNECK in co. GALWAY,—Mr. R. M. Barrington records 
{Irish Nat., 1912, p. 207) the occurrence of an example of 
lynx t. torquitta killed striking the Aran lighthouse, co. 
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•Galway, on September 19th, 1912. The Wryneck has only 
been recorded six times previously in Ireland. 

LEVANTINE SHEARWATER IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. W. J . 
Clarke records (Nat., 1912, p . 301) the occurrence of an adult 
•example of Puffinus p. yelkottan shot from a boat a few 
miles south-east off Scarborough on the evening of September 
3rd, 1912. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK I N CUMBERLAND.—A specimen of 
Tringa erythropus is recorded by Mr. H. Mackay (Scot. Nat., 
1912, p . 259) as having been seen by Mr. Nichol near Skin-
burness (Solway) " recently," presumably autumn, 1912. 

AVOCET IN co. DONEGAL.—Mr. D. C. Campbell records 
•(Irish Nat, 1912, p . 208) tha t about the middle of October, 
1911, a specimen of Recurvirostra avosetta was shot a t the 
mill-dam, Buncrana, Lough Swilly. 

BLACK-TAILED G O D WITS IN IRELAND.—Mr. R. Warren 
notes (Zool., 1912, p . 396) the occurrence of Limosa limosa 
in Cork Harbour in the middle of September, 1912, and on 
the Shandon Estuary, co. WTaterford, on September 21st 
(c,f. Vol. V., p . 203). 

BLACK-TAILED GODWTTS IN THE O U T E R H E B R I D E S AND 
CUMBERLAND.—A specimen of Limosa limosa is reported by 
Mr. D. Mackenzie (Scot. Nat., 1912, p . 237) as having been 
shot near Stornoway, Lewis, on August 31st, 1912. The 
species is very rarely noted in the Outer Hebrides. Another 
is recorded as seen on the English side of the Solwav in the 
autumn of 1912 (t.c, p . 259). 

DARK-THROATED VARIETY OF QUAIL IN NORTHAMPTON
SHIRE.—Mr. O. V. Aplin records (Zool., 1912, p . 349) tha t a 
Quail with the middle of the throa t nearly black shading off 
to rich chestnut-brown a t the sides, was killed last spring 
at Middleton Cheney. Mr. Aplin considers the bird a hybrid 
between Coturnix c. cotumix and C. c. capensis, but if this 
is really so it is most remarkable t ha t the offspring of a bird 
which lives in South Africa should come here to breed. 
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