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T H E GEESE AND T H E WIGEON OF ICELAND. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I B D S . 

Sms,—I have read with much interest the Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain's 
article entitled " Notes on the Bird-Life of South-west I c e l a n d " 
(supra, pp. 234-45). Mr. Jourdain again raises the much vexed 
question as to what species of Grey Goose breeds in Iceland, and I 
see he and his companions came to the conclusion tha t all the Grey 
Geese they saw were Anser anser. The mat ter has puzzled me for 
some time, and last year, when in communication with Mr. G. B. 
Dinesen the collector, of Husavik, North Iceland, I asked him what 
species of Grey Goose he found breeding in Iceland. I quote his 
reply: " I n regard to Grey Geese, I will name Anser segetum and 
Anser albifrons," and I have heard from him recently tha t he has 
two skins of Anser albifrons for me to see (one a small one), and which 
I expect to receive shor t ly ; I shall then be in a position to report 
definitely. The fact tha t Mr. Dinesen only names Anser segetum 

( = A. f. fabalis) and Anser albifrons does not make Mr. Jourdain's 
record any less likely to be correct; indeed, I think tha t it is generally 
accepted tha t Anser anser does breed in Iceland. Moreover, I have 
in my own collection, a clutch of five eggs with down of Anser anser, 

and also a clutch of five with down of Anser brachyrhynchus, both 
taken in North Iceland ; but while I am quite satisfied as to the 
identity of the Anser anser eggs, I do not at present know of any 
differentiating character by which the eggs of Anser brachyrhynchus 

can be distinguished from those of Anser f. fabalis, although I am 
inclined to think tha t the down of Anser brachyrhynchus is darker 
than tha t of Anser f. fabalis, which is light, like that of Anser anser. 

Personally, I see no valid reason why all four species of Grey Geese 
(A. anser, A. brachyrhynchus, A. f. fabalis, and A. albifrons) should 
not breed in Iceland, although I believe I am right in saying tha t 
A. f. fabalis is unrecorded as an Icelandic bird. 

On another occasion I asked Mr. Dinesen (in view of the reported 
breeding of the American Wigeon (Anas americana) in Iceland by 
Mr. Coburn (Bull. B.O.O., X I L , p. 14) what species of Wigeon he 
came across, and I quote his reply : " Of the Wigeon breeding there 
I only find Anas penelope." That Mr. Dinesen must have a very 
extensive and accurate knowledge of Icelandic birds goes without 
saying, I think. F . W. SMALLEY. 
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[My own experience is of course confined to the south-west of Iceland, 

and I have seen nothing at present of the north, bu t it is clear to me 
from what has been recorded by Messrs. Pearson and the Bev. H. H. 
Slater, tha t the Grey Lag is ike " G r e y " Goose of South Iceland, 
When we remember tha t Faber, Grondal, and Nielsen mention 
"Anser segetum" (i.e. A. fabalis) as the ordinary Grey Goose, and 
omit, all mention of the Grey Lag (Anser anser), i t is impossible to 
avoid the inference that the two species have been confused and t h a t 
the Grey Lag has been mistaken for the Bean-Goose, of which no 
Icelandic specimen is known to exist. Many supposed clutches of 
eggs of A. fabalis, from Iceland, are to be found in English collections, 
sent in good faith by Icelandic collectors, and which are really at tr i
butable to Anser anser. The feathers are really more useful in 
distinguishing the various species of geese than the downs, and I have 
found no difficulty in distinguishing authentic clutches of A. brachy-

rhynchus by the size of the eggs and the appearance of the flank-
feathers from those of Anser anser or A. fabalis. There is little doubt 
tha t a large proportion of the eggs in private collections are wrongly 
identified, and no inferences as to the colour of down, etc., can be 
drawn from such dubious material.—F. C. R. JOUKDAIN\] 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF EGGS LAID BY BIRDS IN ICELAND. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain, in his interesting article on 
the bird-life of Iceland (supra, pp. 234-45), calls attention to the large 
clutches of eggs produced by many of the Passerine birds breeding in 
t h a t far-northern locality. This coincides with my own somewhat 
limited experience during a brief visit to the Dovre Fjeld in Norway 
in the summer of 1911 : I examined nests of the Fieldfare, Bluethroat, 
Brambling, Reed-Bunting, White Wagtail, and Meadow-Pipit, all of 
which contained six eggs. Except in the case of the Fieldfare, I did 
not see a nest of any of the ppecies enumerated containing less than 
six eggs, and one clutch of seven Meadow-Pipit's eggs came under my 
notice. HOWARD BBNTHAM. 
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