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I FIRST met Dr. Edward A. Wilson on board the " Dis
covery " on his return from the Antarctic Regions in 
1904, and the second time at the International Ornith
ological Congress in London in 1905, when he and I were 
both communicating ornithological results respectively 
of the " Discovery " and of the " Scotia." Since that 
time I was in close touch with him, and on several occa
sions he visited the " Scotia " collections in the Scottish 
Oceanographieal Laboratory and in the Royal Scottish 
Museum. Although our meetings were not very numerous, 
yet as fellow workers in the Polar Regions we were 
drawn together more closely perhaps than many others 
who had known each other longer and seen each other 
more frequently. We could both appreciate better than 
anybody else what it means to be cut off from civilization 
for long periods, to be huddled together in close quarters 
in a ship, or in a house ashore for months—even years— 
or in a tent, without seeing anything of the outside world, 
and we had both learned to give and take in a way that 
would astonish many at home. We could thus appre
ciate difficulties that the other had in attaining scientific 
results which he had secured, knowing full well that if 
certain results were not attained that it was due to 
some insuperable difficulty which no layman could fully 
understand. 

It was this tie of Polar brotherhood that drew Wilson 
and myself together. He was born in 1872, the son of 
Dr. E. T. Wilson, consulting physician to Cheltenham 
General Hospital. 

One who knew him best was Dr. A. E. Shipley, Master 
of Christ's College, Cambridge, and I think I cannot do 
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better than quote some notes he has been good enough 
to furnish me with. 

" Edward A. Wilson," he says, " came up to Cam
bridge in 1891, and rowed (No. 3 ' in Gonville and 
Caius College First Boat in 1894. He was placed in 
the First Class in the Natural Science Tripos of the 
same year and took his degree at once. He resided until 
1895, in which year he went down to St. George's Hos
pital. In 1898 he had threatenings of phthisis, and 
spent some time abroad in a Sanatorium. He took his 
M.B. in 1900. 

" The last four or five years that he spent in Britain 
he devoted himself in a most indefatigable way to carrying 
out the work of the Departmental Committee of Enquiry 
appointed by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to 
investigate the subject of Grouse Disease. It was 
pioneer work, as little was at that time known of either 
the Grouse in health or the Grouse in disease, but Wilson's 
medical knowledge, his marvellous Natural History 
attainments, and his great skill as a draughtsman, were 
invaluable to the research. He travelled extensively in 
Scotland, getting in touch with practically all the moors. 
He assisted in the experiments on the control material 
at the Grouse Committee's experimental station at 
Frimley, where Grouse were reared in captivity. He 
dissected with his own hands nearly two thousand birds, 
and minutely recorded their condition. With the help 
of other members of the committee he gradually esta
blished the fact that the bacillus to which Klein had 
attributed the trouble was a post-mortem phenomenon, 
and that the disease of the adult bird was caused, in the 
main, by a round worm inhabiting the caeca. Later it 
became apparent that the mortality amongst the chicks 
was largely due to Coccidium parasites, whose life-history 
had been worked out by Dr. Fantham. 

" Wilson wrote quite one-third of the two quarto 
volumes which deal with the ' Grouse in health and in 
disease,' but he had to leave for the Antarctic Regions 
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about the time the book began to go to press. In one 
of the last letters he wrote before starting south he 
expressed his keen desire to see the Report, and 
regretted that it must be at least another year before 
it could be in his hands. He never saw it. 

" Dr. Wilson was a particularly keen observer, espe
cially in the open. Nothing escaped his notice. He 
worked with untiring patience, was very modest, and 
never thought of himself or his own reputation. He died 
as he had lived—a very perfect English gentleman." 

Mention should also be made of the excellent illus
trations, especially those in black-and-white, tha t he did 
for Major G. E. H. Barrett-Hamilton's work on " British 
Mammals," published by Messrs. Oliver & Boyd. The 
recent expedition was the second one that Wilson had 
accompanied to the Antarctic Regions, for in 1901 he 
was selected as assistant surgeon and naturalist to the 
" Discovery " Expedition, when he first revealed himself 
in Polar circles as an artist of great merit. One may refer 
to several of the illustrations in the publications of that 
expedition, and to the many fascinating water-colour 
paintings and exquisite black-and-white sketches that 
were exhibited after his return from the Antarctic 
Regions in 1904. By his good work the collections 
of the " Discovery " were greatly enhanced, especially 
by his find of the Emperor Penguins' breeding-place, 
and by securing possibly the first eggs and certainly the 
first young of this bird. His observations regarding 
the time of laying and the development of the chick are 
especially noteworthy. For about three years he worked 
in the British Museum at the " Discovery " vertebrate 
collections, and his work on the ornithology of the 
expedition marked him out as a fitting naturalist to 
another Antarctic expedition. No doubt these were the 
qualifications which made Scott choose him as chief 
of the scientific staff for his second expedition. But 
there was something more: a friendship had sprung up 
between Wilson and his chief, which settled from the 
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beginning that he would accompany Captain Scott on 
his great journey to the South Pole itself. I t meant 
that Scott considered him not only as physically fit for 
the work, but also that he would be invaluable in aiding 
him in skilled scientific investigation—an estimate fully 
justified by his important geological researches along 
with Bowers in the vicinity of the Beardmore Glacier— 
and most particularly, that he would be a trusty 
companion. 

Wilson had the happy faculty of getting on with almost 
everybody in many different walks of Mfe. There was 
no sense of rivalry in his scientific work: his aim was to 
do the best he could, and, at the same time, he appre
ciated the best in others working in similar or in different 
directions. Carlyle rightly says : " It is a most serious 
thing to be alive in this world; to die is not sport for 
a man. Man's life never was a sport for him; it was a 
stern reality altogether, a serious matter to be alive." 
Yet Wilson and his brave comrades have given up their 
lives for an ideal, and they have done so without a 
murmur. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out towards 
those nearest and dearest to him, and above all to his 
widow. 

[We greatly regret to have to announce that Mr. Henry 
J. Pearson, well known for his ornithological journeys in the 
north of Europe, died suddenly in Egypt on February 8th. 
In our next number we hope to publish a memoir of 
Mr. Pearson from the pen of Colonel H. W. Peilden.—EDS.] 
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Bom 1872. Died 1912. 
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