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INCREASE AND DECREASE IN SUMMER 
RESIDENTS. 

EDITOKIAL NOTE. 

FOR a considerable time past there has been a general 
impression that some of our summer migrants have been 
decreasing in numbers, and that in some districts certain 
species which were common a few years ago are becoming 
less common every year. I t will be remembered that 
in our issue for August, 1912 (supra, p. 87) it was 
proposed to hold an inquiry into this question with 
a view to gaining some exact knowledge from a wide area 
regarding these reported fluctuations—knowledge which 
is absolutely necessary before causes for such fluctua
tions can be ascertained. 

A schedule was sent out containing the names of 
twelve selected species and observers were asked to state 
the result of their observations on three points : 

1. Was there an increase in 1912 over 1911 ? 
2. Was there a decrease in 1912 from 1911 ? 
3. Were numbers in 1912 above or below the 

average ? 
They were further asked to state whether the con

clusion at which they arrived was based on the actual 
number of birds counted in a definite area, or whether 
it was the result of a general impression. 

One hundred and sixteen observers in England and 
Wales responded to the invitation, but it should be noted 
that of these only twelve based their replies on the 
number of birds actually counted, thirty-two on their 
general impression, while in the rest of the replies 
received this query was ignored, from which it is clear 
that the answers received differ in value. 

I t is manifest tha t most of our readers were unprepared 
for such questions, and were consequently unable to fill 
in the schedules, but the comparatively few schedules 
sent in have provided some valuable material which 
has been worked out most carefully by Mr. M. Vaughan, 
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to whom we are greatly indebted for the following account 
of the results achieved. In reading this account it must 
be clearly borne in mind that the material upon which 
it is based is not sufficient in our opinion to warrant 
any very definite conclusions. The report must be read 
as an interim one wrhich may be liable to correction 
should the inquiry be continued as we hope. 

Mr. Vaughan had kindly prepared a map for each 
species, but we think it better to reproduce only a 
selection of these, in order to give an idea of what might 
be done by a more thorough inquiry. 

We think it will be agreed after Mr. Vaughan's paper 
has been read, that the subject is an interesting one from 
many points of view, and may lead to issues of considerable 
importance. We therefore propose to ask our readers 
to continue the inquiry, and we sincerely hope that this 
year the majority will be able to fill in the schedules, 
and that we may have many hundreds of replies to work 
upon. We also hope that with the initial experience 
of last year more of the exact information which is so 
valuable will be forthcoming. 

In order that our readers may see exactly what is 
required of them we are sending out the schedules with 
this number, but they are not required to be filled in and 
returned until after the breeding-season. 

THE EDITORS. 
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