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RICHARD MANLIFFE BARRINGTON, 

M.A., F.L.S., M.B.O.TL, M.B.I.A. 

(PLATE I.) 

No adequate idea can be given of the loss which the 
death of Richard M. Barrington has inflicted on Irish 
Natural History. His death through sudden heart failure 
when motoring home from Dublin on the afternoon of 
September 15th was to his numberless friends as startling 
a blow as it was grievous. Though in his sixty-seventh 
year, he lived a life of such strenwras activity as seemed 
to denote a thoroughly robust man, though he was himself 
well aware that he had begun to pay the debt imposed 
on him by his early exploits as an Alpine climber—par
ticularly by his exertions in the summer of 1882, when 
in eleven days he ascended the Matterhorn, Jungfrau, 
Finsteraarhorn and Schreckhorn, with an equal number 
of high passes, totalling 84,500 feet. 

The leading ornithologist in Ireland since Ussher's 
death, he had as an all-round naturalist been the central 
figure in the scientific circles of his native country ever 
since A. G. More, who had been his lifelong friend, passed 
away in 1895. Among the leading zoologists and botanists 
of the United Kingdom there were few whose friendship 
he had not won, and he had in a no less remarkable degree 
the confidence of the large circle of lesser naturalists and 
beginners who felt the force of his magnetic zeal. 

Of an old family known to have settled in the Queen's 
Co. about 1564, Richard Manliffe Barrington was bom at 
Fassaroe, co. Wicklow, on the 22nd of May, 1849. His 
parents were Edward Barrington, J .P. , of Fassaroe, and 
Huldah Barrington, nee Strangman. Bdward Barrington, 
a peculiarly energetic and capable farmer, was remarkable 
for his interest in meteorology ; one of his brothers was 
a botanist, and another founded the well-known Barring
ton Lecture Trust. Young R. M. Barrington grew up 
to develop in a marked degree all the scientific tastes 
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that had shown themselves in his father and both his 
uncles. 

The love for nature—particularly, at first, for wild 
plants—grew up with him like an instinct. The beautiful 
natural surroundings amid which his childhood was 
spent had doubtless a strong influence on him in this 
direction, and an elder brother, of whom in after years 
he spoke with much gratitude, encouraged his tastes and 
helped him in various ways. At thirteen he had begun 
keeping a journal in which nature notes frequently occur ; 
and in 1866 he began contributing occasional notes to 
The Zoologist, his first being a short note on the food of 
the Wood-Pigeon, which contains the characteristic state
ment that a bird of tha t species shot by him in the 
winter of 1865 " had 98 beech-nuts in its crop." 

Entering Trinity College, Dublin, in the year in which 
this note was written, he graduated there in 1870 as a 
Junior Moderator in Experimental and Natural Science. 
This was the last year in which Natural Science was 
tacked to another subject in the Moderatorship course, 
and Barrington was unfortunate in taking his degree a 
year before the change that would have enabled him to 
rely on his favourite subject alone. Called to the Bar 
in 1875, he soon found the work of a land valuer much 
more to his taste than daily attendance at the Four Courts. 
Thus even his professional work was always in great 
measure carried on in the open air. 

An event tha t certainly had much influence on his 
life was the beginning of his acquaintance with A. G. 
More, at that time Assistant Naturalist in the Museum 
of the Royal Dublin Society. Barrington in his under
graduate years frequently visited the Museum, and was 
charmed at the interest which More manifested in all his 
inquiries. " I thought him," he afterwards remarked, 
" the ipost delightful person I had ever met." The 
tastes tha t the two had in common included both 
botany and birds, and from this time onward Barrington 
became a systematic explorer—so far as his leisure from 
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professional and farm work allowed—of the less known 
parts of Ireland, and particularly its islands, in search 
of birds and plants. He continued year after year at 
this practice, till in 1888 he was able to say in The 
Zoologist that " For nearly twenty years I have been 
visiting out-of-the-way islands on our western and 
southern coast, from North Rona to St. Kilda, and then 
southward to the Skelligs and Blaskets, not merely flying 
visits, but living on them for days and weeks at a time 
in the height of the breeding season. I have scarcely 
missed a year." During these innumerable excursions 
he made no addition to the Irish fauna, but became 
wonderfully familiar with the habits of coast-frequenting 
birds. His visit in 1883 to St. Kilda is of interest in 
connection with the subsequent differentiation of the 
Wren of that island as a new species. Barrington in 1883 
was unsuccessful in his attempts to obtain a specimen of 
the St. Kilda Wren, but his efforts were so persistent as 
to earn for him among the natives the sobriquet of the 
" Wren-Man," by which name Professor Alfred Newton 
found him to be still remembered in the island many years 
later. Barrington mentioned to Seebohm in 1884 that 
the Wren of St. Kilda was worth looking after, and the 
discovery of the following year may have been dtie to 
this suggestion. 

In 1882 began his systematic correspondence with the 
Irish lightkeepers on the subject of migration of birds— 
a subject in which he had long been much interested, as 
some of his previous writings show. The work, however, 
proved an infinitely greater tax on him than could have 
been foreseen, and his undertaking of it must therefore 
be regarded as the turning-point of his scientific life. 

The Irish lightkeepers entered heartily into the scheme, 
and filled up the schedules sent to them every spring and 
autumn with, in many cases, surprising regularity, fullness 
of detail and—so far as their knowledge went—accuracy. 
But it soon became evident that the value to be placed 
on these observations would be very limited, unless 
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specimens were constantly forwarded to ensure correct 
identification of the various birds referred to. The 
earlier reports, for instance, bristled with notes of the 
passing of large numbers of " Wrens," " Flycatchers," 
" Tits," and " Linnets," though it was clear that only 
in a very small minority of the cases could the birds 
referred to under any of these names have been correctly 
described. When in 1886, at More's suggestion, the men 
were asked to corroborate their observations by the 
frequent sending of legs and wings of the birds found 
killed, the value of the results of the inquiry became im
measurably greater. But by the end of 1887 the British 
Association, under whose auspices the inquiry had hitherto 
been conducted, considered that enough expense had been 
incurred in the printing of the lightkeepers' voluminous 
reports, and so brought the series to a close just as its 
results had begun to look most promising. 

This was a great disappointment to many ornitholo
gists ; and Barrington quickly resolved that , so far as 
Ireland was concerned, the inquiry and the publication 
of results should go on. From 1888 onwards the whole 
expense of the Irish Migration Reports was therefore 
borne by him alone. 

The" work so absorbed him tha t though, in 1890, he was 
associated with A. G. More, R. J. Ussher, and Robert 
Warren as the proposed joint authors of a new work on the 
Birds of Ireland, he soon found it advisable to with
draw his name from that undertaking and concentrate 
his ornithological attention on the migration schedules 
and specimens. 

His large book on the Migration of Birds as observed 
at Irish Light-stations embodies the result—at least 
up to 1898, for the accumulation of facts and specimens 
went on after the publication of the book as unceasingly 
as before. Perhaps the chief feature of the book—as 
compared with other works on the same subject—is that 
by printing the lightkeepers' " Reports " in full, Barring-
ton publishes all his data, so that no risk is incurred of 
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any—perhaps over-confident—statement of conclusions 
founded on those data carrying more weight with careful 
readers than an examination of the facts really warrants. 
As the evidence is so largely cumulative, this is an 
important merit. 

One result of the inquiry was the formation of the 
interesting Fassaroe Museum, in which the rare birds 
received from lighthouses, and the legs and wings of the 
more common species, were arranged and preserved. As 
many as sixteen of the species represented in this collection 
(or eighteen if we include two that are suspected of having 
received some " assistance " on their passage) had not 
been proved to visit Ireland at all until the lightkeepers 
sent them to Fassaroe. The eighteen birds (bracketing 
the doubtfuls) obtained for the first time in Ireland 
through Barrington's lighthouse correspondents are the 
following :— 

Greenland Wheatear Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Lesser Whitethroat [Black Snowbird] 
Yellow-browed Warbler Greenland Redpoll 
Melodious Warbler Little Bunting 
Reed-Warbler Lapland Bunting 
Aquatic Warbler Eastern Skylark 
Pallas's Grasshopper-Warbler Short-toed Lark 
Dartford Warbler Shore-Lark 
Woodchat Shrike [Yellow-billed Sheathbill] 

Though a few of these—such as the Woodchat—are 
represented in the collection by legs and wings, nearly all 
were sent entire, the lightkeepers having recognised them 
as probably rare enough to be worth preserving, and this 
in itself is no small tribute to the acumen developed in 
so many of the men by Barrington's encouraging influence. 

In 1896 came off the enterprising expedition to Roekall, 
originally planned by his friend J. A. Harvie-Brown and 
himself, and in great measure financed by them. Its 
ornithological results, though negative, were not un
important, the hope that the island might prove to be a 
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nesting home of the Great Shearwater being proved 
groundless. In 1897 occurred an event of great import
ance in Barrington's life—his most happy marriage with 
Lena Gyles, daughter of Capt. G. Gyles, of Kilmurry, co. 
Waterford. An official appointment as Inspector of 
Management of Purchased Estates under the Land Com
mission, a few years later, considerably lessened the 
amount of time he could now give to ornithology, but he 
still responded with all his old zeal to as many calls as 
could be met. 

His spare time was still given—though only in the form 
of hurried rushes—to visits paid with one or more of his 
ornithological friends to islands or other haunts of bird-
life, and in these expeditions he particularly interested 
himself in promoting the work of the Irish Society for 
Protection of Birds, of which he was a leading member. 
In his home life he missed no opportunity of instilling 
lessons on natural history into his children's minds, and 
though botany was in general the favourite subject, it 
need not be added that the birds had a good " innings." 
The charming grounds of Fassaroe are breeding haunts 
of two such interesting birds as the Blackcap (very local 
in Ireland) and the Crossbill; and it afforded him a rare 
satisfaction during the present year to watch a pair of 
Crossbills at their nesting operations near his house, 
while some observations well worthy of record on the nest 
material used by the Blackcap furnished matter for his 
last communication to this journal, only a few weeks 
before his death-

It is pleasing to reflect that the last summer of his life 
must have been the happiest he had spent for many years, 
for on his release early in 1915 from the responsibilities 
of his Land Commission work, he was able to throw himself 
with a long unwonted freedom into his old studies, and 
in the course of one nesting season successfully looked up 
at their homes all the rarest Irish breeding birds—the 
Red-throated Diver, Red-necked Phalarope, Roseate 
Tern, and Common Scoter—besides finding a new Irish 
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colony of the Sandwich Tern, and being shown what 
looked like strong evidence (as recorded in the October 
number of this journal) of the nesting of the Black-necked 
Grebe in Ireland. He might well call this a " record " 
circuit. 

Most of his zoological writings—except the volume on 
" Migration "—are short notes, and most of the later 
ones are records of lighthouse occurrences of rare birds. 
They afford no measure of the magnitude of the loss 
sustained to natural history by his death, which is 
nothing less than a disaster to the cause of science in 
Ireland. 

C. B. MOFFAT. 
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