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CHARLES STONHAM, C.M.G., F.R.C.S., M.B.O.U. 

1839-1916. 

T H E ranks of British ornithologists have been further 
thinned by the death of Charles Stonham, which took 
place a t his residence, 4, Harley Street, W., on January 
31st last. 

Charles Stonham was the eldest surviving son of 
T. G. Stonham, of Maidstone, and came of a family long 
connected with tha t town. He was educated at King's 
School, Canterbury, and electing to follow the medical 
profession, entered University College as a student and 
became F.R.C.S. in 1884. In 1887 he was appointed 
surgeon to the Westminster Hospital, and in 1899 became 
senior surgeon of that institution, which appointment 
he held till his death. Of his professional ability it is 
here sufficient to say that he was one of the most brilliant 
operators of his day and a surgeon of high and well-
merited reputation. 

In 1882 Stonham had been attached to the staff of 
Cetewayo, the deposed King of Zululand, on his voyage 
from South Africa to this country, and he was again 
destined to visit that continent. In 1895 he had joined 
the Middlesex Yeomanry as medical officer, and when 
during the South African War the Imperial Yeomanry 
Field Hospital was embodied, Stonham was appointed to 
command it and received the C.M.G. and an honorary 
majority for his services in the campaign. Some years 
later, on the introduction of the Territorial system, he 
was commissioned to raise a mounted field ambulance, 
which was in due course attached to the London Mounted 
Brigade. The brigade was duly mobilised at the out
break of the present war, and in April, 1915, Stonham 
proceeded to Egypt. 

There he was promoted to the rank of colonel, and 
held the office of surgeon-consultant to the forces, and 
there he contracted the illness from the effects of which 
he came home to die 
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Stonham will be best known to ornithologists as the 
author of the Birds of the British Islands, 5 vols., 4to, 
London, 1906-11, a work which he undertook both from 
his deep interest in the subject and as an outlet for the 
indomitable energy which even the stress of a busy 
professional career was unable to subdue. The book 
achieved a popular success, but it cannot be said to have 
added much to our knowledge of the subject, and it 
would be idle to pretend tha t Stonham ranked high as a 
scientific ornithologist; a keen and painstaking field-
naturalist he was, and an ardent lover of Heaven's free 
air and the wild life of the countryside. Where, however, 
he did excel was as an oologist, and had his inclination 
led him to produce a book on the eggs instead of the 
birds of Great Britain, his knowledge of the subject and 
the remarkable series of eggs which he had personally 
obtained and added to his collections would have been 
of real importance. During the last eighteen years of his 
life Stonham had, in addition to his eggs, formed an 
extensive collection of British birds, and these he 
bequeathed to his old school at Canterbury. 

As a man, Stonham was a striking personality, tall of 
figure, lean and saturnine of appearance, of a fearless and 
outspoken honesty, and the possessor of a biting tongue : 
he hesitated not to speak of men and things as he found 
them : of enemies therefore he did not lack, nor did he of 
very many friends, and those of us who were privileged 
to know him well, knew him for a man of the kindliest 
nature, true as steel, and with a heart of pure gold. 

W.H.M. 


