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CAPTAIN CECIL STANLEY MEARES. 

CAPTAIN C. S. MEARBS was killed whilst leading his 
Company into action on July 30th, 1916. Born in 
November, 1883, he was the youngest son of Thomas 
Meares of Clive Hall, Shrewsbury, and was educated 
at Bilton Grange and Uppingham, where he was top 
of the school in mathematics. He represented his 
school at Bisley for several years in the shooting 
VIII., and on one occasion tied for the coveted Public 
Schools' Prize, the " Spencer Cup," and lost on the tie 
being shot off, by one point. 

He was a chartered accountant by profession, and 
had practised in the City of London for some years. A 
keen and most energetic sportsman, from his earliest 
days he had always been particularly fond of the study 
of British birds, their habits, nests and eggs. As an 
indefatigable and observant field ornithologist, he had 
few equals. He made, together with his brother D. H. 
Meares, an excellent scientific collection of British birds' 
eggs, which contained perfect clutches of eggs, of nearly 
every British breeding bird, supplemented by profuse 
and accurate data of their localities, notes and habits. 
In the course of his rambles he penetrated most of the 
out-of-the-way haunts of rare birds in the British Islands, 
including the Orkneys, and during recent years made 
special studies of such rare birds as the Dotterel, Hobby, 
Marsh-Warbler, Montagu's Harrier, Greenshank, Kentish 
Plover, Quail and Garganey. The only record of the 
Siskin breeding in Shropshire mentioned in Mr. H. E. 
Forrest's " Fauna of Shropshire " was made by him. 
An excellent paper, " British Breeding Ducks," was 
written by him and printed in Transactions of the 
London Natural History Society, 1914. This paper was 
reviewed in British Birds, Vol. IX., pp. 277—8. 

On the outbreak of war, Meares enlisted in the Public 
Schools and University Corps, afterwards called the 
" I9th Service Battalion Royal Pusiliers," and was 
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scon given his Commission as Second-Lieutenant rising 
rapidly to the rank of Captain. 

In his spare moments, even within sound of the 
guns, when in rear for rest purposes, he would take walks 
and rides through the country to observe the bird-life. 
He saw a number of Golden Orioles, Crested Larks, 
Ortolans, etc., and several Harriers. On June 26th last 
he found the Hobby breeding in a wood quite close 
to the front line. He reported that Quail were 
common and that Owls and Kestrels hawked the 
trenches regularly for rats and mice which abounded. 

Eventually, after many exciting minor engagements in 
Northern France and several very narrow escapes, he 
was ordered to another part and was killed in action 
a t the head of his Company. 

In the numerous letters of sympathy received by his 
family from officers and men who had served with him, 
as well as from those with whom he had worked in civil 
life, two points stand out specially, viz. the love and 
devotion of those who had served under him, all of 
whom pay a lasting tribute to the great personal interest 
which he took in them and in their welfare and comfort : 
all " the boys " were devoted to him, and officers and 
men nicknamed him " Daddy." The other point was 
his almost reckless bravery, and he was continually 
being urged to take less risks in the presence of the 
enemy. 

These two points were typical of this big, genial, great
hearted fellow. 

He died as he would have wished, and bis death has 
been most keenly felt by all his numerous friends, who 
have lost in him a real and true friend. The memory of 
Stanley Meares, however, and his cheery companion
ship, will never be forgotten by those whose privilege 
it was to know him. P.B.S. 


