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OBITUARY. 

CAPTAIN LORD LUCAS. 
It was reported that Lord Lucas was missing after making 

a flight over the German lines on November 4th, 1910, and 
subsequently his death was announced. Lord Lucas, the 
son of the late Hon. Auberon Herbert, was born in 1876, 
and succeeded to the baronies of Lucas and Dingwall on 
the death of his uncle, the last Earl Cowper, in 1905. Lord 
Lucas rowed in the Oxford boat in 1898 and 1899. During 
the Boer War when acting as correspondent of The Times, 
he was wounded and his leg had to be amputated below the 
knee. But this handicap had an extraordinary small outward 
effect on his activity, even in cross-country walking. After 
holding several Under-Secretaryships, Lord Lucas was ap
pointed President of the Board of Agriculture in 1914, but 
on the formation of the Coalition in May, 1915, he resigned 
and joined the Royal Flying Corps. His courage and tem
perament eminently fitted him for flying, and although many 
years over the standard age for this arm he soon became a 
skilful pilot. 

Lord Lucas was an ardent lover of Nature, and especially 
of birds, and was elected a member of the British Ornitholo
gists' Union in 1902. I t may be mentioned that he took 
a considerable interest in our Marking Scheme, and only the 
other day we had news of an interesting record of the 
recovery of a Lapwing ringed by him some four years ago. 

RICHARD JAMES BALSTON. 
We much regret to announce the death of Mr. R. J. Balston 

of Bilsington Priory, Ashford, and Springfield, Maidstone, 
Kent, on December 7th, 1906. Mr. Balston was seventy-eight 
years of age and was head of the firm of Messrs. Balston, Ltd., 
manufacturers of the celebrated " Whatman " papers. He 
was an ardent yachtsman and was well known in the county 
as a keen sportsman and for his assistance to agriculture, 
Mr. Balston also took a great interest in ornithology, and had 
been a member of the British Ornithologists' Union since 
1889. He was one of the authors of Notes on the Bitds of Kent 
published in 1907, but we believe that his share in the writing 
of this work was small. A few years ago Mr. Balston pre
sented to the British Museum a large and important collection 
of Humming-birds, both skins and mounted specimens, 
which are now at the Natural History Museum, Cromwell 
Road. 
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THOMAS HUDSON NELSON. 
Ornithologists generally and especially those interested 

in Yorkshire birds, will be grieved to hear of the death 
of Mr. T. H. Nelson, well known as the author of The Birds 
of Yorkshire, which occurred on November 5th at Harrogate. 
We hope to publish in our next issue a notice of Mr. Nelson 
with a portrait. 


