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T H O M A S H U D S O N N E L S O N . 

WITHIN sound of the sea, on a November afternoon we laid 
to rest, a t Redcar, all t ha t was mortal of Thomas Hudson 
Nelson. No man loved this neighbourhood better, no man 
knew it so well. Of Seafield and the estuary of the Tees 
he could have said : 

lilt terrarum mihi preeter omnes 
Angulus ridet ; 

THOMAS HUDSON NELSON, M.B.O.U., MASTER Or SCIENCE (honoris causa). 
Born Feb. 12, 1856. Died NOT. 5, 1916. 

There is more reason to rejoice over his life than to lament 
that ho was not spared to become old. His life was complete 
in the best sense. Three score years had passed over him, 
yet to his contemporaries he appeared young, for age had 
not chilled 1I:F l.lood nor had illness, in a long-drawn fight, 
subdued the *'irage of his heart . Thus Nelson was himself 
to the e:ii A few minutes before the a t tack which ended 
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in death, he wrote a letter to a young friend a t Salonika, 
who had asked for information about the birds there A 
short t ime before this, I had mentioned, in a letter to him, 
tha t a Cleveland farmer had given the name of " Kowscot-
hawk " to a Merlin which had risen from the moor- in front 
of us ; when Nelson was in fact actually dying he was anxious 
to dictate a reply in order to tell me t ha t he had heard this 
name applied to another species, but this effort was forbidden. 

Nelson's life was spent very bravely and gently, it was full 
of kindness ; his days were passed with unflagging industry 
in the most fascinating of pursuits and he enjoyed to the full 
all real sport t ha t came within the limits of his strength. 

Although his name may not be placed among the first of 
our scientific ornithologists or field naturalists he has left 
an imperishable one amongst lovers of Nature in Yorkshire* 
and a memory ineffacable in the hearts of his friends. The 
range of his mind and tastes was too great to allow him to 
specialize or to become engrossed in the purely technical 
side of the science he loved. The whole field of nature was 
embraced in his passion, not merely were the birds, their 
lives and their haunts his study, but he delighted in the folk
lore and legends, in the superstitions and in old or quaint 
allusions, indeed he loved every accessory of his chief pursuit 
His assiduity in the search for information was remarkabls. 
Only a par t of his harvest was gathered from books and 
correspondence, the rest was his own gleaning. His heart 
went out to all nature lovers; he made friends in every class. 
The fishermen and boys came to his door with any new or 
strange bird or beast and many were the natives of the 
district who brought him " khabar " from the sea, the shore 

* T. H . Nelson was formerly an active member of the Yorkshire 
Naturalists ' Union, acted as referee in ornithology for The Naturalist 
for a number of years and was a member of t he B.O.U. from 1882. 
Among T, H . Nelson's many contributions to tl e literature of 
ornitl ology since 1877 may be mentioned tl e following : 1. The 
Birds of Yorkshire, in two vols., pub . 1907. The title page (in Nelson's 
generous way) associates the names of W. Eagle Clarl e and of F . Boyes 
with the work; tliey no doubt acted as consultants and gave him 
help, bu t i t is only fair t o Nelson to quote what 1 e wrote to me 
when the book had been published ; " I often » onder now how the 
work was finished, particularly as Eagle Clarke and Boyes have been 
so much occupied tha t they could not give me tl e assistance I ex
pected " (see also letter by W. E . Clarke to Brit. Birds, Vol. I., p . 233) 
2. Nesting of the Ruff in Yorkshire—Ibis 1906, pp . 735-6 (describing 
nesting a t t he Teesmouth, 1901, 1902, 1903, etc.) 3. Pallas's 
Sand Grouse in Yorkshire in June, 1908—Zool. 1908 p . 312 aaA Brit. 
Birds, IT., p . 134. 4. Litt le Bunting in Durham—Ibis. 1903, p J39. 
5. Litt le Bunting in Yorkshire—Brit. Birds, VII . , pp . 196-7. 
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and from far inland. The poorest working lad was welcomed, 
as indeed everyone was who came for help or information. 
An old fisherman still tells how in the early days Nelson 
always slept with a string tied to his foot, the other end of 
the string hanging out of the window, so that at dawn the 
fishermen might wake him, when there was " anything 
particular about " in shore, at the Scars or out at sea. 

The Birds of Yorkshire is more than a monument of 
industry; it is scientifically sound, scrupulously honest, has 
saved much of value which otherwise would have been 
irretrievably lost and is replete with local history, colour 
and incident. Only an ornithologist full of local enthusiasm, 
with an artist's sense and an antiquarian's joy in the dis
covery of any little treasure hidden in old-world places and 
dialects could have written it. One trait in Nelson's char
acter was very striking ; even when sure of a fact he shrank 
from being dogmatic, and he would try to find reasons for 
any discrepancies between the experiences of others and his 
own. I never knew him show contempt for the ignorance 
of anyone, he would rather find an excuse for error. A 
refined nature recoiled from hurting in the slightest degree 
the feelings of any other man. He was indeed one of the 
most lovable of men, for there was that in him which called 
forth at once in any kindred spirit a flood of satisfaction and 
response. His friends remained his friends; it could not be 
otherwise. Nelson took a great interest in the Redcar Lifeboat 
and crew; the latter preceded his body to the grave and his 
funeral was also attended by members of the North Riding 
Constabulary. As a County Magistrate he brought to the 
discharge of his duties a judicial mind and an understanding 
heart. In politics he was an ardent Unionist. He married 
in 1898 Miss Frances Shaw. Mrs. Nelson survives him. His 
married life was one of absolute content and perfect happiness. 

Thomas Hudson Nelson was born on the 12th February, 
1856, at Bishop Auckland. His father, Ralph Nelson, was 
born there, and at the age of eighty-five died there greatly 
honoured in the old town as a leading citizen and magistrate. 
His mother (nee Hudson) died when Nelson was only ten 
years old; he was the second of three sons. Nelson's boyhood 
seems to have been greatly influenced by a Head Master of 
King James's Grammar School who in those days was known 
in Bishop Auckland as " Mr. Edward Keruen Limoclan," 
but who actually was the French Marquis de Keruen de 
Limoclan who had been compelled to fly from France during 
the War of 1870. Of limoclan, Nelson always spoke with 
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love and admiration, declaring him to have been one of " the 
cleverest and one of the most perfect gentlemen he had ever 
known." Nelson became head boy at this school, and the 
Head Master would have had him take Holy Orders but the 
boy had no wish for this though he remained a thorough 
Churchman. He took up the Law as a prof ession—and then, 
before he came of age, illness struck him down and left such 
injury to his heart that he received the sentence, as he stood 
on the threshold of a life full of promise, that he must abandon 
his career, live more or less as an invalid, quit his home, and 
leave the hills and woods, where he had already developed his 
love of nature and of bird life All this was a most bitter trial, 
but he took up his cross and bore it with inspiring cheer
fulness. Neither these trials, nor the loss of his two brothers 
in early life, to one of whom he was devotedly attached, nor 
yet the death of his only baby boy, impaired his courage or 
changed his happy nature. The doctor's order that he must 
live on level ground brought him to Redcar. He found him
self in a richer field of observation and study, and thence
forward he proceeded with his work in a more scientific way. 
Redcar and the Teesmouth were then ideal stations for an 
ornithologist. 

The terrible changes which have impaired the natural 
cbaims of the Yorkshire coast had yet to come. I myself 
as a boy have played alone on beaches where now thousands 
of trippers throng, when seals still basked in the Teesmouth; 
down the coast naked cliffs rose upright out of the sea, further 
south high and lonely moors " ran out " on the lofty edges 
of the iron-bound shore. Through some forty years Nelson 
sailed over the waters, walked the mud fiats and the links, 
visited the nesting places of the sea fowl or went inland to 
the mountains, valleys, meres, tarns, streams and woods 
of Yorkshire, seeing, remembering and noting all. 

Towns now smother the old fishing villages, hotels stand 
on the slopes and heights, mine shafts open on the cliffs, and 
locomotives shriek along what was the coastguards' and 
sailors' " trod." Nelson came in from his last walk to the 
South Gare for once depressed, and saying that all was ruined 
by the new steel works and defences. The immediate future 
has worse in store for those who loved that neighbourhood 
" as it was." There is some compensation in the thought 
that he will not look out to sea to find furnace smoke blotting 
the blue divide between sea and water, nor wander on a slag-
strewn strand, nor walk among the soot-grimed grass across 
the familiar sandhills. 
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He is never more to be met again where on quiet days the 
waves murmur and ripple forward to their end, or where on 
wild ones they surge and thunder on the beach. No more will 
he listen to the cries of the sea fowl, nor watch for the visitors 
from overseas, he will look no more down Bempton, Buckton 
and Speeton cliffs when next summer comes, but he will be 
found again in the pages of his book. Down Time's stream 
runs the influence of a brave example and of a happy life. 
He gave to the living and bequeathed to the unborn a better 
knowledge of, and a greater joy in all our Yorkshire birds 
from the rarest to the most familiar of " God's jocund lyttel 
fowles." ALFRED E. PEASE, 


