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Harrop (2008) stated that ‘Bulwer’s Petrel [Bul-
weria bulwerii] is a monotypic species of trop-
ical waters, which breeds on islands of the
eastern North Atlantic, Indian and Pacific
Oceans between 10°S and 40°N (Onley &
Scofield 2007). In the Atlantic it breeds on the
Azores, Madeira, the Desertas, Great Salvage,
the Canary Islands and Cape Verde. Most of
those which breed in the Atlantic are believed to
move south and west into the tropical Atlantic
outside the breeding season’. In fact, it is quite a
strong migrant, moving between 40°N and 40°S
in the Atlantic (Bourne 1995), where it may also
have bred on St Helena, at 16°S (Ashmole et al.
1999). It seems likely that most birds in the
Indian Ocean are migrants from the Pacific, but
an egg was found on Round Island, off Mauri-
tius (20°S), in 1994 (Merton & Bell 2003). It
breeds on the Marquesas at 9°S and bones have
been found on Henderson Island at 24°S
(Wragg 1995) in the central-south Pacific. This
is hardly an entirely tropical distribution.

In terms of the British claims, Bulwer’s Petrel
is not a species that often occurs wrecked or on
ships, so there are not many sources for
imported specimens, especially in the days
before refrigeration. Since John Gould seems to
have been more interested in obtaining birds to

figure than in where they came from, it is not
surprising that there is little information about
the supposed 1837 Yorkshire specimen, although
it is not unusual for stray seabirds to turn up far
inland. It is more surprising to see no comment
on the likely reason for the multiple reports in
the southwest in 1897, for there may have been
an influx. Finally, it is not unusual for vagrant
seabirds to occur out of season when the
weather deteriorates (Bourne 1967), and the
date seems a poor reason to dismiss the Feb-
ruary 1908 bird, eventually reported by a very
good, conscientious, authority (W. E. Collinge)
some time after no-one else did so.
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Letter
The distribution of Bulwer’s Petrel

Dr W. R. P. Bourne, Ardgath, Station Road, Dufftown, Moray AB55 4AX

It won’t be a revelation to many,
but Natural England has finally
highlighted the plight of Hen Har-
riers Circus cyaneus on grouse
moors – and its response is a plan
to reintroduce the species to
lowland England. The agency’s
report A Future for the Hen Harrier
in England? provides compelling
evidence of illegal Hen Harrier
persecution in the country.

Detailed monitoring work by

Hen Harrier Recovery Project
workers since 2002 has shown that
the critically low breeding numbers
and patchy distribution of the Hen
Harrier in England is a result of
persecution (both in the breeding
season and at communal roosts in
winter), especially on areas
managed for Red Grouse Lagopus
lagopus or with game-rearing
interests.

During 2002–08, the compara-

tively tiny area of Bowland, in Lan-
cashire, accounted for over two-
thirds of all the 127 Hen Harrier
breeding attempts recorded by
Natural England. Throughout the
rest of England, only 19 breeding
attempts were recorded on grouse
moors, in spite of the suitability of
the habitat. The report shows that,
away from Bowland, persecution
and systematic disruption of Hen
Harrier breeding attempts explain
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Natural England highlights Hen Harrier nest failures on grouse moors


