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OBITUARY. 

L, BERESFORD MOURITZ. 
W E regret to learn that the Court of Enquiry which was 
held to determine the fate of Mr. L. B. Mouritz, who was 
reported as missing during the fighting on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula in May 1915, has declared that he was killed in 
action on May 14th, 1915. 

Mr. Mouritz was an Australian by birth and a mining 
engineer by profession. He was a keen and very promising 
young ornithologist, and while resident in England prior to 
going out to South Africa he did a good deal of ornithological 
work, chiefly in Surrey. Most of his earlier observations 
were made in Richmond Park, and when only seventeen he 
contributed a useful article to the Zoologist on the birds of 
that neighbourhood, which being within convenient reach of 
his home at Chiswick, received a good deal of his attention. 
Later on he extended his researches further afield and 
thoroughly explored a great part of the moorlands in the 
south-western corner of Surrey, and in view of his success 
in this quarter, he decided, with the assistance of several 
other ornithologists, to publish a series of annual reports on 
the Birds of Surrey in the Zoologist, the first of which 
appeared in 1907 (pp. 92-108). Among the more interesting 
records were those of the Blue-headed Wagtail, Greenshank 
and Curlew-Sandpiper. Unfortunately the work was dis
continued owing to the departure of Mr. Mouritz for Rhodesia 
in the latter part of 1907. In collaboration with Mr. C. H. 
Bentham he also contributed an article to the first volume 
of British Birds on the breeding of what was believed at 
the. time to be a pair of Hen-Harriers in Surrey in 1907, 
but which subsequently proved to be Montagu's Harriers 
(Circus pygargus). Hobbies were also found breeding in 
Surrey at the same time (Cf. Brit. Birds, I., pp. 237-242 and 
351-354). 

In the latter part of 1911 Mr. Mouritz prospected in Katanga, 
Belgian Congo, under Anglo-Belgian auspices, and a paper 
by him on the birds observed was published in the Ibis for 
1914. pp. 26-38. He was elected a Member of the British 
Ornithologists' Union in 1912 and supplied a valuable paper 
on the Birds of the Matoppo District, South Rhodesia, to the 
Ibis, 1915, pp. 185-216 and 534-571. 

At the beginning of the war Mr. Mouritz enlisted as a 
trooper in the 2nd Australian Light Horse and did good 
service till the time of his death in the bitter fighting on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. P.C.R.J. 


