
HOTES 
WALL-CREEPER IN SOMERSET. 

IN September 1901 a Wall-Creeper (Tichodroma muraria) was 
seen by Dr. Helps on the wall of his garden at Mells, East 
Somerset. Dr. Helps had an excellent view of it, and had it 
under observation for a sufficiently long time to make quite 
sure of its identity. He particularly noticed the crimson 
wing-coverts, and that the tail was tipped with white, so that 
there could have been no possible mistake as to the species. 
Although this occurrence dates back for so many years, no 
report of it has hitherto been published. This is the only 
known instance of this rare straggler having visited Somerset. 

J . WlGLESWOETH. 

PIED FLYCATCHERS IN DORSET. 
WITH reference to the paragraph on the occurrence of the 
Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa h. hypohuca) in Dorset (antea, 
p. 139) it may be of interest to place on record the following 
notes regarding its presence in that county during the spring 
migration of 1914. On April 19th I saw a single bird, a male, 
on the shore between Weymouth and Osmington, On the 
following day, April 20th, in a small wood about one mile to 
the north of Weymouth, I came across a party of birds fre
quenting the tops of some high trees. I thought at first they 
were female Chaffinches, but their behaviour in coining out from 
the dense foliage and fluttering in front of the leaves towards 
the ends of the branches, evidently picking off insects, made 
me suspect that they belonged to some other species. After 
a long wait, one flew to an adjacent oak not then in leaf and 
I was able to prove indubitably that they were female Pied 
Flycatchers. I think one is justified in assuming that they 
had crossed the Channel on the previous night, and if such were 
the case, the first wood of any size they would meet coming 
north from Portland Bill was this one. I estimated the party 
to consist of 12-18 birds. They had disappeared when I 
revisited the place next day. It is possible that further 
investigation during the second half of April may prove 
that one of the migration routes of this bird is across Channel 
to Portland. Little seems to be known definitely as to how 
birds breeding in England and Wales reach their summer 
quarters. J . H. STBNHOTJSE. 
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LATE STAY OF SWIFT. 
THE following notes confirm the observations under this 
heading already published (antea, p. 160). 

Mr. R. Fortune {Naturalist, 1918, p. 361) records a Swift 
(Apus a. apus) seen at Birk Crag, Yorkshire, on September 
29th, 1918 ; another was subsequently seen at the same place 
on October 6th, though the main body had left on August 12th. 

On October 10th Miss B. A. Carter saw two Swifts at 
Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire. The latest date on which 
Swifts have been noted by Miss Carter in previous years is 
September 12th, 1912. 

On October 13th Mr. R. Fortune again identified two 
Swifts at the same locality where he had noticed one on 
September 29th (Naturalist, 1918, p. 383). EDITOBS. 

IN the Solway area, where I spent nearly all August, I saw 
no Swifts (Apus a. apus) after August 6th, and there were none 
left at Tunbridge Wells at the end of the month, but on 
September 7th I saw one flying south-west in the late after
noon. In the third week of September I saw none on the 
Kent or Sussex coast, where a few are often to be seen at 
that time. On October 21st, after thirty-six hours of cold 
northerly rain, at about 3.0 p.m., I saw a Swift circling over 
Cranbrook and gradually moving west. During the previous 
day's rain, and for the rest of the week, with the wind still in 
the north, quantities of migrants—especially Rooks, Redwings 
and Chaffinches, with smaller numbers of Bramblings, Field
fares, Hooded Crows, and Goldcrests—arrived in the Kentish 
Weald, and all the flocks that I saw on the wing were going 
west, so the Swift may also have belonged to these immigrant 
flocks, many of which would, I suspect, have never reached 
this country but for the north wind. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

LITTLE OWL IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 
UNTIL a year or two ago the Little Owl {Athene n. noctua) was 
practically unknown in the Isle of Wight. Only one appear
ance was recorded, a specimen having been procured as far 
back as September 1883. About twelve months ago (in 
1917) I was informed by a careful and accurate observer 
that the species had been seen in the island, and was increas
ing. It is now (December 1918) fairly common. Here in 
Brooke, at the present time, its cry may be heard frequently 
soon after dusk. Unfortunately, it has an undeniable taste 
for young game birds, of which the local gamekeepers are 
well aware, and the latter will probably use every means to 
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reduce its numbers. One gamekeeper (near Carisbrooke) 
tells me that he shot a specimen last summer (1918) in the 
act of devouring a young Partridge. Another (at Swainston) 
had a bird brought to him alive, two or three months ago, 
which had been caught in a trap set in the mouth of a rabbit 
hole. On my asking a local keeper if he knew the bird that 
uttered such a strange cry after dusk, he replied, " Oh,-yes, 
it's the little Dutch Owl. There are lots of them about my 
horn e in Hertfordshire. It is about half the size of an ordinary 
Owl, hunts both by day and night, and is as bad for game as 
a Hawk." 

In spite of this grave indictment I hope Athene noctua will 
maintain her footing in the island. She is an interesting-
neighbour, and her presence is worth securing even at the 
cost of a few young game birds. COTTETNEY A. SHAW. 

HOBBY IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT 

ALTHOUGH the Hobby (Falco s. subbuteo) is a regular summer 
visitor to Hampshire, it is somewhat remarkable that only 
three appearances in the Isle of Wight are recorded in the 
list of birds contributed by Mr. R. H. Fox to the Guide to the 
Natural History of the Isle of Wight, published in 1909 (page 
514). 

I. am now able to add a fourth to this list. A very fine 
specimen was shot at Thorness, in the north part of the 
island, in the year 1915, by Mr. Fallick, head keeper on the 
Swainston estate. He informed me that the bird was flying 
backwards and forwards, low down, over a field of peas, 
seeking for prey, when he observed it, and that he concealed 
himself in a hedge, and shot it when it came within range. 
This specimen is now in Mr. Fallick's house, beautifully set up. 

COTTBTNEY A. SHAW. 

THE STATUS OF THE COMMON BUZZARD IN 
ENGLAND. 

ONE of the results of the practical cessation of game preserva
tion and the absence of keepers owing to the European War, 
has been the reappearance of the Common Buzzard (Buteo b. 
buteo) in many English counties where it was regarded as 
extinct. In the Devonian peninsula, Wales, and Lakeland 
the Buzzard has always held its own, while a few pairs have 
maintained a somewhat precarious footing in the Pennine 
Range and the New Forest, Within the last few years, 
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however, not only have numerous reports been received from 
many sources of single birds having been seen, or parties of 
several birds together, but certain localities have been resorted 
to for long periods in widely separated districts in England, 
where the Buzzard had long ceased to be anything more than 
a rare casual visitor. 

We do not propose to publish full details of these occurrences, 
but merely call attention to the following significant instances, 
which in most cases have already been recorded. 

In Staffordshire a single bird roosted in High Onn Wood 
for about a month in August-September 1917. Another, or 
perhaps the same bird, haunted a gully on the borders of 
Derbyshire and Staffordshire from November 1917 to Januarv 
1918 (antea, p. 166). 

Near the Oxfordshire and Berkshire boundary six birds 
were seen together on August 5th, 1916 (Br. B., X., p. 188); 
two on September 7th, 1916 (i.e., p. 272), and still more recently 
a single bird, almost certainly of this species, was seen by 
Mr. G. Tickner at Oxford, on December 11th, 1918, flying 
high towards the Berkshire border, and another on the 
following day flying in the same direction. Probably these 
latter birds (if there were two) were roosting in one of the 
large coverts of north-west Berkshire. 

Other records from Sussex and Hertfordshire will be found 
(op. c , X., p. 272), while Mr. C. Murray has noted the occur
rence of a single bird in Essex from August to October 1916 
and a pair in July 1917 (t.c, p. 212). 

In Yorkshire Mr. R. Fortune (Naturalist, 1918, p. 383) 
reports that two birds have been frequenting the district 
between Goldsborough and Cattal for a week or two and were 
still present on November 6th, apparently roosting in. the 
Ribstone or Goldsborough coverts. 

It seems probable that the prolonged stay of a pair of birds 
in any district in late summer or autumn would naturally be 
followed by an attempt to breed somewhere in the neighbour
hood in the following season, if the birds were undisturbed; 
but if the keeper is to be allowed a free hand to shoot 
anything or everything, as before the war, there is little hope 
of fresh breeding-stations being established. Something, 
however, might be done if the proprietors of our larger 
woodlands would give strict orders that no large Hawk 
should be shot under any pretext, and it would undoubtedly 
be a great attraction if this beautiful and harmless species 
again became a common resident with us. 

F . C. R. Jor/EDAIN, 
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RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS IN WARWICKSHIRE. 

OTS October 21st, 1918, I saw on the largest lake in Sutton 
Park a compact group of ten Mergansers. For most of the 
time during which they were under observation they were 
constantly diving, and kept far out, but in some cases I was 
able distinctly to see the curious double crest which is char
acteristic of the Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serratnr), 
though in others it was ill defined. B. A. CARTER. 

NEW BREEDING LOCALITIES OF THE FULMAR IN 
THE ORKNEYS. 

LIETJT.-COMMANDER A. FAWSSBTT, R.N., informs me that the 
Fulmar Petrel (Fulmarus g. glacialis) was breeding in 1917 not 
only on the S.W. and S. sides of Hoy, but also on the south 
side of South Walls and on Switha Island. I think these 
latter localities have not hitherto been recorded as breeding 
resorts of this species, which has so greatly increased during 
recent years. H. F. WITHERBY. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF LITTLE GREBE'S EGGS IN 
SUSSEX. 

ON the evening of May 11th, 1918, accompanied by Lieut. 
J. S. Dyson, R.F.A., I took a stroll round Aldsworth Pond, 
near Westbourne, West Sussex, to try and get a clutch of 
Little Greb3's (Podiceps r. ruficollis) eggs, for his collection. 

For the last fifteen years this particular portion of the pond 
has never failed to produce one nest—and one only—of this 
species. 

We soon saw our bird hastily covering her eggs with weeds, 
as is the custom of this species when disturbed, at the nest. 
My companion waded out to the nest, situated nearly waist-
deep in water amongst young rushes, some six yards from the 
bank. 

To our astonishment there was a clutch of ten eggs in it. 
Your readers will form their own conclusions as to whether 

these were the product of one or two females ; personally, I 
am inclined to think one bird only was responsible for this 
large clutch. 

One egg (presumably the last laid) is decidedly smaller than 
the others. All the ten eggs were fertile, and varied but little 
in the state of incubation, which I estimated about six days. 

Moreover, the clutches found almost every year in this 
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particular spot have hitherto only twice "been fives ; on three 
occasions I have found three eggs only; usually the clutch 
is four. 

It is only fair to add that there are two pairs of Little Grebe 
breeding annually on this pond—but each pair invariably 
keep rigidly to their own area. The pond is large enough to 
accommodate half a dozen pairs, but neither before this date, 
or since, have I noticed three individuals of the species under 
notice, in this area. 

My house is within half a mile of this pond, and I am in the 
habit of visiting it daily to watch the different water-fowl on 
it, whenever I am at home. CECIL SMEED. 

ICELAND GULL IN THE ORKNEYS. 

ON October 28th, 1918, off Houton, Scapa Flow, during 
a strong southerly gale, I noticed amongst our usual following 
of Herring-Gulls and Kittiwakes a bird, which I was inclined 
to believe at the time to be an Iceland Gull {Larus leucopterus), a 
belief strengthened by subsequent enquiry. The bird, which 
was in immature plumage, corresponded closely in size to 
that of the Herring-Gull (Larus argentatus), but its general 
colour was lighter and more creamy with fainter and finer 
barrings. The scapulars and feathers of the back had 
assumed the French grey of the mantle of the adult, while 
the primaries were light to their extreme tips, no suspicion 
of shading being present; this point was clearly ascertained 
by viewing the bird from above at close range as it flew past 
the ship. The feet were flesh-coloured, the bill black at base 
and lighter at tip. The diagnosis would appear to be estab
lished on the size of the bird, lack of shading of the primaries, 
and the incipient grey mantle ; the first character excluding 
the Glaucous Gull, the second of importance as a field guide, 
first attracting one's attention to the unusual, whilst the last 
proclaims the bird an immature Iceland Gull and removes 
any doubt as to its possibly being an immature Ivory-Gull. 

JAMES M. HARRISON. 

ERRONEOUS RECORD OF GREAT SKUA FROM 
ROXBURGH. 

IN Mr. A. H. Evans' Fauna of the Tweed Area, p. 229, it is 
stated on the authority of Sir Walter Elliot (Hist. Berw. Nat. 
Club, Vol. VII., pp. 466, 525) that a Great Skua (Stercorarins 
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s. shim) was shot a t Oxnam Water in September 1875 by 
W. Barrie, farmer, a t Harden Mains. This statement is also 
repeated by Mr. G. Bolam in his Birds of Northumberland and 
the ]'J. Borders, p . 650, but as these records are all inaccurate 
it may be as well to correct them. The bird was actually shot 
on February 21st, 1875, by Mr. Barrie's son in the act of 
devouring a duck which it had killed. Aaron Forrest, who 
set up the specimen, recorded it in the Field for March 6th, 
1875 (p. 242), six months before the date mentioned by the 
three writers quoted above. F . C. R. JOURDAIN. 

P U F F I N IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

O N November 23rd, 1918, a female Puffin (Fratercula arcticu 
grabce) was found by a discharged soldier, hidden among dry 
leaves, alive, but bruised on one side, between the Waterworks 
and Aston Clinton, in Bucks, not far from the Her ts boundary. 

E R N S T H A E T E E T . 

COMMON BUZZARD AND CORMORANT I N BAST H A N T S AND 
W E S T SUSSEX.—Mr. F . E. Blagg sends us a note of a Common 
Buzzard (Buteo ft. buteo) killed on Stoughton Downs, close to 
the Hants and Sussex border, in August 1918. He also 
informs us tha t a Cormorant (Phalacrocorax c. carbo) was 
shot on August 24th, 1918, on Coombe Pond, within three 
miles of his residence, near Petersfield, but within the Sussex 
boundary. 

A N OLD RECORD OF THE RED-CRESTED POCHARD IN 
STAFFORDSHIRE.—In a paper entitled " Critical Notes on 
Staffordshire Ornithology," by the Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain 
(Trans. North Staffs, Field Club, L I L , 1917-18, pp . 97-101) 
in which numerous corrections and additions are made to the 
county list in the Victoria Hist, of the Co. of Stafford., a t tent ion 
is called to a record, hitherto overlooked by all writers on 
the county fauna, of the Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina). 
" G.N.M.," in the Field of J anua ry 18th, 1868, states t ha t a 
female was shot at Gailey Pools at the end of October 1867. 
At the present t ime such an occurrence would be a mat te r of 
l i t t le importance, as many of these Ducks have been imported, 
and breed readily in confinement, but there is little doubt 
tha t the bird obtained in 1867 was genuinely wild. Confirma
tion is also furnished by the fact tha t other specimens were 
obtained about the same t ime in Devonshire (December 20th, 
1867) and Norfolk (December 1867). 
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WILD FOWL IN NIDDERDALE, YORKSHIRE.—Mr. R. 
Fortune, writing in the Naturalist, 1918, p. 372, states that 
in January 1918 two male Red-breasted Mergansers (Mergus 
senator) and a Goosander (M. merganser) were to be seen on 
the large reservoir at Gouthwaite, in Upper Nidderdale, and 
that on November 4th a Great Northern Diver (Colymbus 
immer) had been present for more than a week. 
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