
(335) 

BRITISH T R U S T FOR ORNITHOLOGY. 

R E P O R T ON PROGRESS. 

1. The appeal issued by the provisional Council last 
summer has brought in so far a total in subscriptions and 
promises of £1,100 spread over five years, and a capital sum 
of £1,400 received through the generosity of Mr. H. F . 
Witherby, Vice-Chairman of the Trust Council. The raising 
of funds is being energetically pursued, and further amounts 
are in view. 

2. This total has been raised, with the exception named, 
in small sums, and the response from ornithologists and 
naturalists has been widespread. At the same time the Trust 
has so far fallen short of raising the amount originally asked 
for. After careful consideration the provisional Council have 
decided that they will best interpret the wishes of their 
supporters by proceeding immediately with a comprehensive, 
but economical, programme which will demonstrate the 
possibilities of organized effort, and lay the foundations 
for more ambitious work as soon as funds will permit. 

3. The main subject chosen for immediate investigation 
is the status of the Woodcock in the British Isles, particularly 
its breeding distribution at the present time and in the past, 
its distribution at other seasons, its fluctuations in numbers, 
and its migrations or movements. A schedule is issued with 
this number. It is proposed to carry out the first stage of the 
inquiry in 1934, and to complete it, by a renewed campaign, in 
1935. All correspondence on this subject should be addressed 
to W. B. Alexander, M.A., University Museum, Oxford, from 
whom further copies of the schedule may be obtained. 

4. An inquiry is also being undertaken into the average 
size of broods of the Swallow in each month during the 
breeding-season, in different parts of the country ; the rela
tions of the Swallow to climate, to domestic animals, and to 
other species of birds ; and its parasites. A number of 
observers have already promised to take part in this inquiry 
and more are wanted. Volunteers should write to A. W. Boyd, 
Frandley House, Northwich, Cheshire, who will supply 
schedules and full particulars. 

5. A sample inquiry is in progress into the connexion 
between vole plagues and the breeding of Short-eared Owls. 
Those interested should communicate with C. S. Elton, M.A., 
at University Museum, Oxford. 
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6. A start is being made this season with an annual sample 
count of heronries in different parts of England and Wales. 
Arrangements have already been made for the greater part 
of the necessary number, but volunteers are needed who can 
undertake to cover heronries in (a) Wales, (b) the North of 
England, (c) East Anglia, or (d) Devon and Cornwall. Ob
servers are not expected to undertake more than one colony 
each, but they should have a good prospect of being able to 
count it annually in future at some date between April 15th 
and May 10th. Those interested should communicate with 
W. B. Alexander, M.A., University Museum, Oxford. 

7. The Trust is supporting the Fulmar Petrel Investigation 
(1934), conducted by George Waterston, of the Midlothian 
Ornithological Club. Schedules for this investigation are 
obtainable from George Waterston, 27, Inverleith Terrace, 
Edinburgh, to whom all correspondence should be addressed. 

8. A bird population inquiry is being begun, with a view 
to ascertaining the connexion, if any, between territorial 
habits, food supply and bird population. Those interested 
should communicate with David Lack, The School, Dartington 
Hall, Devon, or (out of term) 31, Marlborough Place, 
London, N.W.8. 

9. Other investigations are proposed, and a list of some of 
these will be circulated as soon as possible. 

10. The Council would value any suggestions, criticisms 
or expressions of opinion from subscribers in connexion with 
the work. It is proposed to hold a general meeting at Oxford 
during the International Ornithological Congress, which falls 
in the first week of July this year. Details of this will be 
circulated later. 

11. Except where otherwise specially mentioned all corres
pondence relating to the field work should be addressed to :— 

WT. B. Alexander, M.A., University Museum, Oxford; 
all correspondence relating to finance to :— 

B. W. Tucker, M.A., Hon. Treasurer, 
University Museum, Oxford ; 

and all general correspondence relating to the Trust to :—• 
E. M. Nicholson, Hon. Secretary, 

61, Marsham Street, London, S.W.i. 


