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OBITUARY. 
CLAUD BUCHANAN TICEHURST 

(1881-1941) 
W E deeply regret to announce the death of Dr. Claud Buchanan 
Ticehurst, of Saxon House, Appledore, Kent, on February 17th, 
1941, after a short illness. He was the third son of August 
Rowland Ticehurst, V.D., J.P., M.R.C.S., of St. Leonards-on-
Sea and younger brother of Dr. Norman F. Ticehurst. 

Dr. Claud Ticehurst was born at St. Leonards-on-Sea on 
January 8th, 1881, and after education at Tonbridge School 
(1892-1900), went to St. John's College, Cambridge, where 
he obtained an Exhibition in Natural Science in 1902. 
Following in the family footsteps he went on to Guy's Hospital 
where in due course he became house physician and resident 
obstetric assistant. He then took up a partnership in general 
practice at Lowestoft where he was also surgeon to the 
North Suffolk Hospital. During the War he received a 
temporary commission as Lieutenant in the R.A.M.C. on 
June 5th, 1917, being promoted temporary Captain on 
June 5th, 1918. He served in India from September 23rd, 
1917, to January 14th, 1920, and for the greater part of that 
time was surgical specialist to the British Station Hospital, 
Karachi. After a brief period in Egypt he was demobilized on 
March 26th, 1920, and returned to his Lowestoft practice. 
About this time the deafness which had started many years 
previously became more severe and in 1922 he found it 
necessary to leave the heavy town partnership and seek a 
country practice which he found in the congenial atmosphere 
of Appledore in Kent. Here he remained until his death. 

So much for the professional career which was the back
ground on which Ticehurst built an international reputation 
as an ornithologist. He started his interest in natural history 
and sport early as a schoolboy and in addition to having an 
elder brother as an instructor he was lucky in finding at 
St. Leonards a companion in Michael Nicoll. The two boys 
scoured the country together and learnt much of the birds 
of the marsh, weald and downs. In these same years the 
Ticehurst family were accustomed to go to Norway almost 
annually for shooting and fishing so that Claud Ticehurst 
was lucky to be learning his British birds with a wider horizon 
behind them. He thus from the start avoided an insularity 
of outlook and it is instructive that his first published paper 
in partnership with his brother was on the Birds of East 
Finmark in the Zoologist for 1902. 
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At Cambridge Ticehurst immediately fell under the influence 
of Professor Alfred Newton of whom he spoke affectionately 
to the end'of his life and to whom his first book was dedicated. 
To Newton's influence may be attributed the passion for 
accuracy and scientific truth that were always a feature of 
Ticehurst's work and the patience that could leave a point 
unpublished for a dozen years until the requisite standard 
of proof had been attained. In 1903 Ticehurst was elected 
to the British Ornithologists' Union and in 1905 he published 
his first British bird note on an occurrence of the Solitary 
Sandpiper in Sussex {Bull. B.O.C., XV., p. 12). From then 
onwards his published notes and papers poured out in an 
ever-widening stream. 

In 1906 and 1908 he was in Texel studying the autumn 
migration with J. L. Bonhote and in 1913 he went for the 
same purpose up to Auskerry with Eagle Clarke, whose 
influence was later to be seen in Ticehurst's deep interest in 
and knowledge of the subject of migration. 

As soon as Ticehurst settled at Lowestoft he set himself 
in earnest to study the avifauna of one of the most interesting 
counties of England. It was there that the present writer 
first made his acquaintance and he retains most clear 
memories of the original Grove House and its museum room. 
Here no moment was wasted. In the course of a busy practice 
the young doctor found time to be out in the early morning 
looking for migrants on the Denes (whence came so many 
records of rarities) or out at flight in the marshes. At night 
he was studyng specimens and literature, often into the 
small hours. Live birds were kept in the dingy garden that 
their behaviour might be studied and all the time there was 
growmg a collection which was eventually to become of 
considerable importance and has now been left by will to the 
British Museum. During these years Ticehurst was primarily 
a student of British birds. The usual records of rarities 
came from his pen but he was also working at wider subjects: 
Wood-Pigeon diphtheria (British Birds, I, pp. 243-245 and 288); 
marking birds with rings (t.c, I, p. 298) ; down plumages 
and mouth colouration of nestlings (t.c, II, p. 205); plumages 
of the Crossbill (t.c, III, p. 261) ; persistence of the right 
ovary in the Sparrow-Hawk (t.c, IV, p. 188). These are 
samples of his early notes and they foreshadowed the versa
tility and originality of the work that was to come. Always 
too, he wrote of British birds with an eye on the wider Palse-
arctic background. 

The war broke in on the even tenor of the Lowestoft life 



VOL. xxxiv.} OBITUARY. 241 

and after his two years in India, Ticehurst had definitely 
passed from British to Pak*arctic and Asiatic ornithology. 
Once back in Lowestoft, however, he continued to gather 
materials for his book on Suffolk which was put in hand as 
soon as he left the county. It was ready for publication in 
December, 1930, but the economic crisis intervened and it 
was a somewhat shortened text that was finally published 
in 1932 and immediately gained wide approval as one of the 
best of county avifaunas. 

In 1931 Ticehurst assumed the Editorship of the Ibis and 
only his intimate friends can realize the enthusiasm which 
he brought to the heavy work which this responsibility 
entailed. His ideals for it were expressed in the introductory 
note which prefaced his first number and he laboured with 
considerable success not only to maintain the high standard 
of the journal but even to improve on it. 

The post-war years were full of work. His own observations 
in India were published in a long and important paper in 
the Ibis on the Birds of Sind. In addition he edited similar 
papers on Mesopotamia, Arabia and the islands of the Persian 
Gulf. He then on my suggestion turned his attention to 
Burma and kindling the enthusiasm of men like Stanford, 
Garthwaite and Smith in Burma assembled a large collection 
of Burmese birds from which he hoped to write the ornithology 
of that part of the world anew. He wrote a valuable mono
graph on the genus Phylloscopus which was published by the 
trustees of the British Museum. He and I together collected 
in Northern Spain (1924), the Eastern Pyrenees (1926), 
N.W. Spain (1927), Yugoslavia (1929), Eastern Spain and 
the Pityusae group (1930), Albania (1931), Portugal (1932 
and 1934) and Algeria (1937) and behind all this activity 
he was working with me on a joint handbook to the birds 
of the Indian Empire. Yet nothing was too small for his 
notice. The cold snap of 1940 brought forth a remarkably 
•detailed piece of work on the dead waterhens that he picked 
up (Ibis, 1940, pp. 539-542) and a note on the Kestrel (t.c, 
1940, p. 729) shows how nothing passed him by. 

His death was untimely at the height of his knowledge 
and his powers and ornithology is the poorer by much that 
he had in mind to write. He was that rare combination, a 
first-class field naturalist and collector and an accurate and 
careful museum worker and his name is worthy of the 
honoured list of Editors of the Ibis. 

HUGH WHISTLER. 
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OLIVER VERNON APLIN 
(1858-1940). 

OLIVER VERNON APLIN, who died at his home at Bloxham, 
Oxfordshire, on November 8th, 1940, at the age of 82, was 
one of the oldest members of the British Ornithologists' 
Union. His period of most active work on birds was in the 
late 'eighties and 'nineties and the early years of the present 
century and in recent years he had led a very retired life, 
so that he was little known to the younger generations of 
ornithologists except as a name occupying an honourable 
place in the annals of British ornithology. He is, perhaps, 
best known as the author of the Birds of Oxfordshire, 
published in 1889, but he also wrote a number of valuable 
notes and papers on British birds in the Zoologist and elsewhere. 
Amongst his most useful contributions were his papers 
summarizing the British distribution and status of the 
Spotted Crake (Zool., 1890, pp. 401-7 and 1891, pp. 88-96), 
and Cirl Bunting (Op cit., 1892, pp. 121-8, 174-81), 
the value of which was expressly acknowledged by Howard 
Saunders in his Manual of British Birds. He wrote the account 
of the Order Pygopodes in British Birds, their Nests and Eggs 
(1898) and subsequently published on behalf of Messrs. 
Coward and Oldham the first record of the breeding of the 
Black-necked Grebe (P. nigricollis) in the British Isles (Zool., 
1904, pp. 417-20). He also wrote on the birds of Wales, 
especially the Lleyn Peninsula, and Norfolk. From 1894 oa 
he published regular annual Notes on the Ornithology of 
Oxfordshire in the Zoologist until the decease of that journal 
in 1915. In 1922 the writer, then an Oxford student, wrote 
to him to invite him to contribute to the Report of the Oxford 
Ornithological Society on the Birds of Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire, which was then being launched. Aplin 
was much pleased at this project and sent in a quantity of 
most valuable notes going back to 1917 and thus linking 
up with the series in the Zoologist. Thereafter he was a 
regular and valued contributor to the Report. 

In his younger days Aplin travelled and collected in such 
widely separated parts of the world as Uruguay (1892), 
Eastern Algeria (1895) and north Norway (1896), and he visited 
Switzerland with Warde Fowler in 1891. The results of his 
South American expedition were described in collaboration 
with P. L. Sclater in a paper in the Ibis on the " Birds of 
Uruguay," and formed an important contribution to the 
then little known ornithology of that country. 
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Aplin lived all his life in Oxfordshire and to the last was 
intensely interested in everything relating to its natural 
history. He was also much attached to such country pursuits 
as shooting and fishing and formerly followed a great deal 
with Lord North's basset hounds. He married in 1895 Mary 
Davis Hyde, daughter of Dr. W. W. Hyde, of Bloxham, and 
had two sons and two daughters. His considerable collection 
of skins, eggs, and mounted birds, the latter including 
Oxfordshire specimens of historic interest, have been presented 
by his family to the Oxford University Museum, and his 
ornithological manuscripts and papers have been transferred 
to the Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology. 

B.W.T. 


