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OBITUARY. 

REAR-ADMIRAL HUBERT LYNES, R.N., C.B., C.M.G. 
(1874-1942) 

ORNITHOLOGISTS all over the world and a host of friends will greatly 
deplore the loss of Rear-Admiral Lynes, whose death took place 
after a short illness on November 10th, 1942, at a Naval Hospital. 

Hubert Lynes was born on November 27th, 1874, and in 1887 
entered the Navy, where he had a distinguished career. In the 
last war he commanded H.M.S. Penelope (1914-1917) and was 
Commodore Dunkerque in command of the Allied Naval and Royal 
Marine forces (1917-1918). He commanded the Ostend forces in 
Admiral Keyes's great operation for the blocking of the canal at 
Zeebrugge in April, 1918, and organized and commanded the second 
operation for blocking Ostend a month later. Subsequently he 
commanded H.M.S. Warspite and was present at the surrender of 
the High Sea Fleet on November 21st, 1918. 

He was created C.M.G. (1917), C.B. (1918), awarded the Croix 
de Guerre and made Commander of the Legion of Honour and of 
the Order of Leopold (1918). 

In 1919 he retired from the Navy at his own request and was 
promoted Rear-Admiral retired in 1922. 

Lynes was a very fine field naturalist and his interest in birds 
was developed at an early age. Like many others he was first 
attracted by eggs, but he was always a very moderate and careful 
collector and had a much greater interest in finding a nest, and 
getting to it if it was in a difficult place, than in the actual acquisition 
of the eggs. While he never lost this sort of sporting urge to " bowl 
out the little bird ", as he termed it, by finding the nest, his interest 
in Nature soon became very wide and this made his studies of 
birds of exceptional interest and value. 

During his years in the Navy he was able to do much valuable 
bird work in various parts of the world, but it was after his 
retirement in 1919, that his chief ornithological work was done. 
He was then able to devote himself to the subject and began a 
series of expeditions, mainly to Africa, almost bewildering in their 
scope and frequency. 

It is not the place here to give more than the briefest summary 
of these journeys and the great results achieved. He made twelve 
expeditions to Africa, some of them lasting a year or more and 
covering most parts of the Continent. His chief aim in these 
expeditions always was to learn more of the life histories of the 
birds he met with, but he also made large and valuable collections, 
not only of birds, but of mammals, plants, insects and minerals, 
which he pfesented for the most part to the British Museum, 
though most of the bird-skins which he brought back from his 
journeys in Morocco went to augment the splendid series of North 
African birds brought together by Hartert at Tring, and parts of 
other collections were presented to various museums abroad. 
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It was while working out the results of his Darfur expeditions 
{1920 and 1920-22) that he was struck by the great confusion which 
existed in the classification of the Fan-tailed Warblers (Cisticola), 
a very large genus of birds most of which inhabit Africa. After 
further investigation he began to make an exhaustive study of 
these birds and carried this out in a most scientific way by a com
bination of keen and clever observation in the field and most 
painstaking museum work. The result was his " Review of the 
Genus Cisticola " published as a special volume of The Ibis in 
1930—a magnificent piece of work which made him internationally 
famous as an ornithologist and brought him the award of the 
Godman-Salvin gold medal by the British Ornithologists' Union. 

After the publication of his great monograph, Lynes made four 
more expeditions to Africa with the chief object of clearing up 
various points connected with the Cisticola and the results of these 
journeys were to form an " Appendix " to the work. Unfortunately 
on his last expedition {1938) he contracted shingles, which very 
seriously affected the sight of one eye, and he arrived home early 
in 1939 in a poor state of health. By the time he had recovered 
sufficiently to work again the present war supervened. He con
stantly offered his services for war work in any capacity and after 
many refusals he had the satisfaction in June, 1940 of being 
appointed R.N. Officer in North Wales, This appointment was 
coming to an end and he was arranging to complete his Cisticola 
" Appendix " at the time of his death. 

Lynes probably knew more about the birds of Africa in the field 
than anyone else, but he also had a wide and often detailed know
ledge of a great many Palaearctic birds. 

To our first volume he contributed an article on an extraordinary 
" banking up " of European Swallows while on migration which 
he witnessed on November 1st, 1907 at Mombasa. 

When Commander in H.M.S. Venus on the Mediterranean 
station from August, 1905 to February, 1908, he was able to make 
many interesting observations on the birds of that region, the 
general results being published in the Ibis (1912), while he wrote 
for British Birds (Vol. iii), a valuable paper on Migration, chiefly 
as seen at Malta, Crete and Port Said, and including a vivid account 
of a remarkable visitation (ascribed to rain) of tired migrants to 
his ship on April 29th, 1906. 

He made other short contributions to this magazine, such as 
notes on the nesting of Hobbies and Little Owls in Hampshire 
and Crossbills in Surrey in Volume iii, while in Volume ii, in a 
short note on a Ringed Plover's nest in a hoof mark in sun-baked 
mud near Portsmouth, his characteristic attention to detail was 
shown by the concise statement that it contained 2,000 small 
pebbles weighing 7 ozs. and that these must have been collected 
from a distance of 20 yards. 

In 1910 he accompanied his great friend Abel Chapman with 
Walter Buck, the well-known authors of Wild Spain, to two Anda-
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lucian Sierras, on which he wrote an interesting paper in the Ibis 
(1912). In other trips to Spain, Algeria, Syd Varanger (twice) „ 
Switzerland, etc., he became acquainted with many species. 

A useful paper on the distribution of the Chiffchaff and Willow-
Warbler (Ibis, 1914) was the outcome of studying the Chiffchaff 
with a Willow-Warbler-like song found in the Iberian peninsula. 
Three expeditions to French Morocco (1919, 1924, 1925) and one 
to Spanish Morocco (1923) not only yielded valuable results, embo
died in a number of papers, but furthered his knowledge of Palae-
arctic birds. Going eastwards in 1935 with F. C. R. Jourdain he 
renewed acquaintance with Egyptian birds (Ibis, 1936) and saw 
something of those of Palestine. 

In the Far East, when in command of H.M.S. Cadmus on the 
China Station (1910-12), Lynes had many opportunities of studying 
birds especially in the region of the lower Yangtze Kiang. An 
outstanding piece of work here was his study of the life history of 
that curious Crow-Tit, Paradoxornis heudei, the breeding habits 
and range of which were previously unknown. The results of this 
study will be found in The Ibis (1914), but most unfortunately 
his other field notes as well as systematic notes on the large collection 
of birds (now in the British Museum) he made in China were lost 
during the Great War, when his cabin in Penelope was blown away 
by a U-boat torpedo. 

A far worse loss at this time was his wonderful " bird log," 
a huge volume, in which he had always written up all his notes, 
so often illustrated with charming little sketches and those detailed 
and supremely neat maps for which he was famous. 

In the Practical Handbook will be found a number of contributions 
by him to ' the sections on "Field-characters," especially among 
the buntings and warblers, and many notes on items of food. These 
were mostly from observations made in the Mediterranean and 
China. 

Lynes was an outstanding character who had ideas of his own 
and carried them through. Devotion to duty was a ruling influence 
in his life. His great generosity was well known, but the extent 
of it was little realized. Besides private benefactions of every 
kind, there were many orinithological projects which could never 
have been carried out but for his aid. He was the best of compan
ions. In the field he was tireless, and although handicapped by 
" gun-deafness " his extremely quick eye made up for it. He was 
a very fine climber whether in a tree or on a cliff. His quickness in 
action was remarkable and he was often impetuous, yet no one 
could prepare for an action or journey in a more detailed, methodical 
and thoughtful way than he did, and the same thoroughness, 
painstaking accuracy and extreme neatness characterized all his 
work. 

He was unmarried, but when at home he was always under the 
care of his devoted sister, Miss Lynes, to whom we extend all bur 
sympathy. H.F.W. 


