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HARRY FORBES WITHERBY 
(1873-1943) 

IT is with the most profound regret that we have to 
inform our readers of the death on December n t h of 
Mr. H. F. Witherby, the founder and editor of our 
journal, after an illness of several months. The loss 
to our science which his death entails would be impossible 
to exaggerate. By his founding and editing of this 
journal, by his organization of the ringing scheme, 
which was for so long run in connexion with British 
Birds, and most of all as the originator, editor and 
chief author first of the Practical Handbook of British 
Birds and lately of the new Handbook, not to mention 
his own important researches and many other services 
to our subject, he contributed more than any other 
single man in modern times to the advancement of 
the study of British birds. For many years he had 
been its acknowledged leader and had come to represent 
and almost, as it were, to personify British Ornithology 
in a unique way. His great knowledge, excellent 
judgment and the extreme care and accuracy of all his 
work have been an inestimable asset to the study of 
birds in this country, and a wide circle of correspondents, 
extending far beyond those who knew him personally, 
has reason to be grateful for these qualities. 

While deploring his loss we may be thankful for a life 
so fruitful in the advancement of our science and for 
the fact that he lived to see the culmination of his 
work in The Handbook and the enthusiasm with which 
it was received by ornithologists everywhere. We 
cannot speak more fully here of his life and work, but 
it is hoped to publish a full notice in the next number. 

Meanwhile, we are sure our readers, whether they had 
the privilege of knowing him personally or not, will 
wish to join us in offering our deep sympathy to Mrs. 
Witherby and his family in their great loss. N.F.T. 

B.W.T. 


