
Letters 
White-throated Sparrows in captivity 

Sirs,—I read with interest Mr. J. T. R. Sharrock's account of a White-
throated Sparrow {Zonotrichia albicollis) at Needs Oar Point, near 
Beaulieu, Hampshire, in May 1961 (Brit. Birds, 54: 366-367). I feel 
you should know, however, that three of these birds escaped from an 
aviary in the vicinity of Datchet, Buckinghamshire, in late September 
i960. One was in immature plumage; the other two were adults, 
one of them a known female. All were colour-ringed with plastic 
rings, in black, green and red respectively. A fourth bird was killed 
by a cat. G. T . N E L S O N 

[When Mr. Sharrock's observation was considered by the Rarity 
Records Committee, enquiries were made about White-throated 
Sparrows in captivity in Britain and these seemed to show that none 
had been imported in recent years. The birds mentioned by Mr. 
Nelson were known, but, owing to a misunderstanding, it was thought 
that they were the closely related White-crowned Sparrows (Z. 
leucophrys). The Hampshire bird was not ringed, however, and in 
any case it seems unlikely to have had any connection with the ones 
from Datchet in view of the letter which follows.—EDS.] 

White-throated Sparrow and American Robin crossing Atlantic 
on board ship 

Sirs,—I sailed from New York in R.M.S. Queen Elizabeth on 26th 
April 1961. The following afternoon, when we were about 700 miles 
out and slightly north of east from New York, I observed a White-
throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) below the bridge. Subsequently 
I got so close that I was almost able to get it in my hand. It roosted 
in the garden lounge and was fed by various stewards, staying with us 
at least until we were off the Isles of Scilly on 30th April. I last saw 
it about noon that day, when it was with an American Robin (Turdus 
migratorius) which had been on board for about the same period of 
time. I was very busy towards the end of the voyage, however, 
and so could easily have overlooked it on 1st May. We were in 
Cherbourg all that afternoon and one might have expected that it 
would have gone ashore in France. On the other hand, I believe that 
it stayed on board until we were in Southampton Water. It seems 
highly significant to me that we docked in Southampton in the small 
hours of 2nd May and that it was only three days later that Mr. J. T. R. 
Sharrock had a brief glimpse of the bird which he subsequently identi
fied as a White-throated Sparrow at Needs Oar Point (Brit. Birds, 5 4: 
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366-367). This place is on the edge of the Solent and the Queen 
Elizabeth must have passed within six miles of it. 

In conclusion, you may be interested to know that I saw a Blue 
Jay (Cyanocitta cristaid) fly off north from the crow's-nest (sic) about 
twenty-four hours after we left New York. A. L . D U R A N D 

[Mr. Durand's observations certainly suggest that the Hampshire 
bird was the one he saw on board the Queen Elizabeth though it is 
impossible to be certain, of course. This does not alter the validity 
of Mr. Sharrock's record, however, because it is now accepted that 
the possibility of "assisted passage" should not count against occur
rences of American Passerines unless there is direct evidence that the 
individual concerned did not arrive in a completely free state (Brit. 
Birds, 48: 146-147; 53: 40-41; see also Ibis, 98: 156-157). In 
connection with the American Robin also seen by Mr. Durand, it 
should perhaps be added that there was a report of this species at large 
in Britain in the spring of 1961, but that was in Orkney . — E D S . ] 

"Pale but interesting" 

Sirs,—Lest the repeated use of the spelling "Palearctic" in British Birds 
should lead to its general adoption, I should like to point out that it 
was used in a recent article of mine (54: 3 20) in defiance of my express 
objection. I . C. T . N I S B E T 

[Standardised spelling is essential for the uniformity of any journal. 
Both "Palaearctic" and "Palearctic" are currently in wide use and we 
prefer the greater simplicity of the latter, even though it involves a 
further departure from the original Greek. If a close precedent be 
needed, it should be remembered that the science of animal and plant 
relationships was formerly "oecology".—EDS.] 
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