
Wigeon x Chiloe Wigeon hybrid 
resembling American Wigeon 

By James M. Harrison and Jejfery G. Harrison 
(Plate 23) 

It has been established that some interspecific hybrids among ducks and 
geese (Anatidae) strongly resemble one parent or even another species 
altogether, thus causing problems in field-identification. An extreme 
case in Britain is the hybrid Pochard Aythya ferina x Tufted Duck 
Aythya fuligula which can be very difficult to distinguish in the field 
from the American Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis (Perrins 1961). An 
example of a hybrid which resemblies one parent is the so-called Paget's 
Pochard, the offspring of Pochard x Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca, 
which, in certain plumages (eclipse and transitional males), is virtually 
indistinguishable from the Ferruginous Duck except on bill characters 
(Gillham, Harrison and Harrison 1966). Other instances of this kind are 
provided by the progeny of (Northern) Shoveler Anas clypeata x Teal 
Anas crecca and (Eurasian) Wigeon Anas pemlope x Northern Shoveler 
(Harrison 1953, 1959), in which the bimaculated face-patterns can 
strongly resemble those of the Baikal Teal Anas for mo sa. Recently, a 
comparable phenomenon has been recognised in an intergeneric hybrid 
among geese, for the Grey Lag Goose Anser anser x Canada Goose 
Branta canadensis can produce offspring resembling the blue phase of the 
Lesser Snow Goose Anser c. caerukscens (Harrison and Harrison 1966). 

Our purpose now is to point out yet another example of a hybrid 
between two species which resembles a third species to such an extent 
that misidentification could easily occur in the field. In recent years 
Eurasian Wigeon have been hybridising with South American Chiloe 
Wigeon Anas sibilatrix in St. James's Park, London, and it is possible 
that some of the offspring have been left full-winged. A male of this 
hybrid (direction of cross not known) died in its first winter and, as 
can be seen from plate 23, the specimen so closely resembles the male 
American Wigeon Anas amerkana as to make misidentification in the 
field a real possibility. 

SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES 
The general pattern of the head and neck (plate 23 a) is that of the 
American Wigeon, although the post-ocular green stripe is more pro
nounced and extensive, particularly down the sides of the neck; in the 
usual swimming posture with the head and neck retracted, however, it 
would not be so evident that this character of the American Wigeon 
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was accentuated. From above (plate 23 b), the influence of the Chiloe 
Wigeon can be recognised in the pale yellowish forehead markings 
being cut off squarely and in the continuation of the post-ocular green 
over the back of the crown and down the back of the neck; in the 
American Wigeon the pale yellow extends to the nape and the dark 
flecking of the cheeks continues down the back of the neck. A slight 
suffusion of chestnut on the neck of the hybrid indicates the influence 
of the Eurasian Wigeon, but this again would not be obvious in the 
field. 

The under-parts of the hybrid (plate 23a) are closely similar to those 
of the American Wigeon, although a careful examination of the flanks 
reveals that they are made up partly of the pale tawny feathers of the 
Chiloe Wigeon and partly of the grey and white vermiculated feathers 
of the Eurasian Wigeon. These flank colours could not be used in the 
field, however, to distinguish the hybrid from an American Wigeon. 

As can be seen from plate 23 b, the upper-parts of the hybrid and of 
the American Wigeon are very similar and only in good visibility at 
close range might it be possible to note that the hybrid has darker 
centres to the innermost scapulars and one or two of the mantle 
feathers, these being derived from the Chiloe Wigeon. 

DISCUSSION 
'This interspecific cross involves one species in which sexual dimorphism 
is well marked (Eurasian Wigeon) and another in which such secondary 
differentiation is minimal (Chiloe Wigeon). It is of interest to note, 
therefore, that there is well marked sexual dimorphism in the progeny. 
The female hybrid, as seen in St. James's Park, is nearer to the females 
•of Eurasian and American Wigeon, but has brighter tawny flanks than 
either and also vestigial post-ocular green stripes. In its general 
morphology, therefore, this hybrid resembles the two northern species 
of wigeon rather than the southern one and it suggests that sexual 
dimorphism is a dominant character. It is worth adding that the wigeon 
and shoveler groups conform in that each has sexually similar southern 
representatives, whereas the northern forms have evolved well-marked 
dimorphism. Winterbottom and Middlemiss (i960) considered that the 
Northern Shoveler and the Cape Shoveler Anas smithii of southern 
Africa diverged before the stock had evolved a marked sexual di
morphism and that the Cape Shoveler never possessed a male breeding 
plumage of this sort, but remained close to the ancestral form. Transi
tional stages of the Northern Shoveler show characteristics of other 
shoveler species (Harrison and Harrison 1959). 
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SUMMARY 
A first-winter male hybrid between the Eurasian Wigeon Anaspenelope and the Chiloe 
Wigeon Anas sibilatrix (direction of cross not known) is described. It bears a 
remarkable resemblance to the male American Wigeon Anas americana and there is a 
distinct possibility of confusion in field-identification, but attention is drawn to some 
similarities and differences. Sexual dimorphism is evidently a dominant character in 
this hybrid and the female is briefly described. 
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P L A T E 23 . Hybrid Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelopex Chiloe Wigeon A. sibilatrix 
(upper) and American Wigeon A. amerkana, both first-winter males. Below, left to 
right, Chiloe, hybrid Eurasian x Chiloe, American, and Eurasian, all males. Note 
similarity of hybrid to American Wigeon (pages 169-171) {photos: Pamela Harrison) 
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