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Plates 6J-J4 

Born in 1929, Pamela Harrison has lived most of her life in Kent. She 
was educated at Downe House and went on to graduate M.B. and B.S. 
from the Royal Free Hospital in London. Now she is part-time 
Assistant Medical Officer with the Kent County Council, concerned 
with infant welfare. In 1953 she married Dr JefFery Harrison who is in 
general practice in Sevenoaks and gives a great deal of his spare time 
to ornithology, particularly to the conservation of wildfowl. They have 
two children, Guy (15) and Judy (13), and the whole family is interested 
in wildlife and field sports, especially wildfowling and riding. With 

tent and caravan, they have made family expeditions to Iceland, 
Greenland, Lapland, the Camargue, Spain, Eire and many of the 
wilder parts of Britain. 

Pamela took up photography in 1959 as her contribution to the 
family's concern with natural history. She is interested in all forms 
of photography, but particularly of birds and other animals, and has 
received enormous help and encouragement from her father, Eric 
Carter-Braine, himself a keen amateur photographer, as well as from 
the boundless enthusiasm of her husband. She has learnt largely by 
trial and error, nearly always working under conditions more often 
experienced by wildfowlers than photographers and has come to 
specialise in wildfowl (plates 68-71) and waders (plates 72-73) by 
stalking them in their natural surroundings. 

After experimenting briefly with a Mamiya 2|-inch square, Pamela 
decided that the camera most suited to the tough conditions was a 
Leica 35 mm. She bought her first M3 in i960 and has remained 
faithful to this type ever since. Usually carrying three camera bodies, 
she has found that she must restrict her lens requirements to the 
minimum because of the weight; even though her favourite is a 200 mm 
Telyt, however, both 400 and 5 60 mm Telyt lenses are also in constant 
use. Of the accompanying photographs, plates 67b ,70a and 73 b were 
taken with the 200 mm, plates 71c and 72b with the 560 mm and all the 
rest with the 400 mm, except plate 70 for which she used a 280 mm 
follow focus. Sometimes she also turns to the 50 mm and 90 mm 
lenses on the coupled rangefinder. She never carries a tripod, but often 
lies flat to steady the hand-held lens. She prefers to work with Ilford 
FP4 film, but in very bad conditions will use Kodak Tri X. Although 
she takes colour when the opportunity arises, she has always liked 
better to work with black-and-white. All printing is done at home. 
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Pamela has illustrated a number of books by other members of the 
Harrison family: A Wealth of Wildfowl (1967) by her husband, Jeffery; 
Bird Taxidermy (1964) and Bristow and the Hastings Rarities Affair 
(1968) by her father-in-law, Dr James M. Harrison; and the first two 
volumes of The Mammals of Arabia (1964, 1968) by her brother-in-law, 
Dr David Harrison (and she is at present at work on the third volume). 
Her photographs have also been used to illustrate many scientific and 
technical papers by all three Harrisons and popular articles by her 
husband. She has photographed a number of vagrant birds to assist 
their identification, and these and other examples of her work have 
been published in British Birds, Bird Study, the Bulletin of the British 
Ornithologists' Club, the Wildfowl Trust Annual Report, the Irish Bird 
Report and the Kent Bird Report. 

As honorary photographer to the Wildfowlers' Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland, she has contributed to the New Wildfowler in the 
ip/o's as both photographer and author and also illustrated a number 

of booklets and annual reports. She furnished exhibition prints for 
the Conservation Centre at Boarstall decoy and for WAGBI's mobile 
unit, while Redland Quarries, owners of the now famous WAGBI/ 
Wildfowl Trust Experimental Gravel Pit Reserve at Sevenoaks, 
have a travelling exhibition of her pictures to illustrate how this 
reserve was made. In addition, she has produced several sets of 3 5 mm 
colour slides for Jeffery to use to illustrate his many lectures on such 
subjects as wildfowl conservation, creating a wetland habitat, the 
birds of Kent, and various expeditions abroad. 

Pamela is a member of the Zoological Photographic Club and says 
that she has benefited much from the constructive criticism of the 
other members, although her work differs greatly from that of the 
conventional nest-photographer. This difference is well illustrated by 
the selection of her photographs on plates 67-74. All are taken away 
from the nest, many of them outside the breeding season; indeed, only 
the delightful family parties of Harlequins Histrionicus histrionicus 
(plate 71a) and Great Northern Divers Gavia immer (plate 71b) even 
suggest nesting. As already pointed out, the majority are of waterfowl 
and waders, but we also have a food-searching Little Egret Egrefta 
gar^etta with water streaming off its foot (plate 67a), a statuesque 
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus (plate 74) and a displaying Caper-
caillie Tetrao urogallus (plate 67b). The last is worth particular emphasis 
because, although males of this species have been photographed 
before in various song and threat postures (e.g. Brit. Birds, 51: plates 
29-32; 56: plates 1-4), illustrations of display and posturing are badly 
needed for a whole range of birds. 
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Half a dozen of these photographs show birds in flight. This is a 
medium which has been more widely explored in recent years, notably 
by Dr and Mrs David Urry, but Pamela's range from the highly 
evocative, such as the silhouetted Spoonbills Plataka kucorodia (plate 
68a), the dashing Barrow's Goldeneyes Bucepbala islandha (plate 69a) 
and, especially, the wintry Whooper Swans Cygnus cygnus (plate 68b) to 
the close-up of a Curlew Numenius arquata in motion (plate 73 a) and 
the mechanics of 'jumping' by Black-tailed Godwits Limosa litnosa 
(plate 73 b) and of taking off by a Barnacle Goose Branta kucopsis and 
two Greylags Anser anser (plate 70). Apart from the delightful studies 
of a wading Curlew Sandpiper Calidris fermginea (plate 72b) and resting 
Purple Sandpipers C. maritima (plate 72c), Pamela's efforts at stalking 
scarce or rare migrants are exampled here by her Pectoral Sandpiper 
C. melanotos and Semipalmated Sandpiper C. pusilla in Co. Kerry 
(plate 72a), surely a unique combination for a European photograph. 
It may be a little disappointing to some that the selection does not 
include a single passerine, but we have only recently published her 
fine picture of a Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes in Sussex during the 
1968 invasion {Brit. Birds, 63: plate 63b). E R I C HOSKING 



P L A T E 67. Little Egret Egretta gar^etla, France, April 1967. Below, male Capcr-
caillie Telrao urogallus, Sweden, August 1970 (pages 424-426) {Pamela Harrison) 



P L A T E 68. Spoonbills P/aialea leucorodia high overhead, Belgium, September 1970. 
Below, Whooper Swans Cygnus cygnus inflight, Kent, March 1963 {Pamela Harrison) 



P L A T E 69. Fl ight of male Ba r row ' s Goldeneycs Bmepbala is/arulira and, below, pair 
of Long-tai led Ducks Clangula byemalis, both Iceland, J u n e 1965 {Pamela Harrison) 



P L A T E 70. A single Barnacle Goose Branta leueopsis flying up from the ground, fol
lowed by a pair of Greylag Geese Artser anser, Kent, October 1969 (Pamela Harrison) 



P L A T E 71. Above , family parries of Harlequins Histrionicus histrionicus and Great 
Northern Divers Gar/a inimer, Iceland, Augus t 1967 and June 1965. Below, g r o u p of 
Greylag Geese Anser anser on the alert, Belgium, September 1970 {Pamela Harrison) 



P L A T E 72. T o p , Pectoral Calidris melanotos and Scmipalmated Sandpipers C. pusilla, 
Kerry, O c t o b e r 196K. Centre, Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea, Kerry, August 1969. 
Below, t\v<i Purple Sandpipers C. mariiima, Iceland, August 1967 {Pan/tin Harrison) 



P L A T E 75. Curlew Numenius arquata in Might, Kent , September 1968. Below, party 
of Black-tailed Godwits Umasa S//U)sa,Co. Cork, October 1968 (Pamela Harrison) 



P L A T E 74. Adulf Short-cared Owl Asioflammtiu, Kent, June 1968 {PamelaHarrison) 
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