
News and comment Robert Hudson 
Autumn expedition to Morocco Most ornithological expeditions to Morocco are 
timed for the breeding season, yet there is valuable work to be done on the migratory 
and wintering birds. To this end, a group from the University of East Anglia, 
composed of people associated with the Wash Wader Ringing Group, is spending 
August and September 1971 on the Atlantic coast of Morocco to study the migration 
of waders through that region. Basic quantitative information is required to help 
assess the international effects on waders of proposed European barrage and 
drainage schemes and the relative importance of the Moroccan wetlands. Samples 
will be trapped for ringing and also in the hope of controlling some of the many 
thousands of waders which have been ringed in Europe (including Iceland) in 
recent years; at the same time, measurements of trapped birds will help to dis
tinguish between various breeding populations. Knot and Sanderling are likely to 
be the principal species handled, because they build up fat reserves in the north and 
migrate in long continuous flights to reach Africa ahead of the main masses of other 
waders. This University of East Anglia Expedition to Morocco will be led by 
M. W. Pienkowski; its results are awaited with interest. 

African award to B.B.C. producer The Haile Salassie I Gold Medal, awarded for 
services to the Ethiopian people, has been bestowed upon Jeffery Boswall, a producer 
with the B.B.C.'s Natural History Unit. This award was for the highly successful 
'Wildlife Safari to Ethiopia' series of colour films which was shown on television at 
the end of last year to an estimated audience of seven million; the series is to be 
repeated during August 1971. 

Birthday Honours In the Queen's Birthday Honours list, published on 12th June, 
the high distinction of Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (C.V.O.) was 
bestowed on both R. E. Boote and E. M. Nicholson for their services on behalf of 
international conservation, fitting acknowledgement of the important parts they 
played in achieving success for ECY 70. Mr Boote is Deputy Director (Conservation 
and Management) of the Nature Conservancy and Mr Nicholson was formerly 
Director-General (as well as, of course, an editor of this journal since 1950). Dr W. J. 
Eggeling, who recently retired as Director of the Nature Conservancy (Scotland), 
was appointed a Commander of the British Empire; his name has long been associ
ated with Scottish ornithology, particularly the Isle of May, and he is a past chairman 
of the Scottish Ornithologists' Club. E. R. Parrinder was also appointed a C.B.E. 
for professional services as a quantity surveyor; he will be better known to most 
readers as a prominent amateur ornithologist of long standing, particularly as a 
past treasurer of both the British Trust for Ornithology and the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds and for his periodical papers in British Birds on Little 
Ringed Plovers. 

A sickening tele from Israel The immaturity of official attitudes in Israel towards 
wildlife may be gauged from the following distasteful saga related in the I.C.B.P. 
newsletter no. 22 (April 1971). In the semi-arid areas of south-central Israel and the 
northern Negev Desert there has been a marked increase in the number of larks of 
various species in recent years, coinciding with the virtual extermination of breeding 
and over-wintering raptors which followed the widespread use and misuse of toxic 
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chemicals in agriculture; it is thought that previously the numbers of larks were 
checked by the birds of prey. In 1970, crop damage by larks was so extensive that 
the Plant Protection Department spread grain poisoned with endrin over large areas 
(in order to increase toxicity the grain had also been boiled in endrin solution). 
Large numbers of larks were killed and, even worse, there were serious levels of 
secondary poisoning among mammals and migrating raptors which fed on the 
affected birds. Though glucochloralose and alphachloraiose were available, the 
Plant Protection Department insisted on the use of endrin because they were of the 
opinion that the convulsions of the dying victims would scare away other birds from 
the crops to be protected. One would like to think that few other countries would 
deliberately exhibit such ugly insensitivity. 

Obituary of G. C. S. Ingram It is with regret that we record the death, on 25 th 
April, of the prominent Welsh ornithologist, Geoffrey C. S. Ingram, who was in his 
89th year. A consistent contributor to ornithological literature over several decades, 
his first note to British Birds was published in 1919; but he is best known for the 
series of works he wrote in conjunction with his old friend and colleague, Colonel 
H. Morrey Salmon: Birds in Britain Today (1934), followed by a string of county 
avifaunas for Glamorgan (1936), Monmouthshire (1937, revised 1963), Pembroke
shire (1948), Carmarthenshire (1954). Radnorshire (1955) and Brecknock (1957). 
He was a life member of the British Ornithologists' Union, which he joined in 1923. 
Geoffrey Ingram was not well known to the younger generation of birdwatchers 
on account of his advanced age and poor health which forced him in 1952 to resign 
as joint bird recorder for the Cardiff Natural History Society, after as long as 
34 years. He had been virtually blind for the past decade (having lost one eye during 
service in the 1914-18 war) and had been a total invalid for the last three years of his 
life. 

B.O.U. office moves For many years the British Ornithologists' Union has had a 
permanent office at the British Museum (Natural History), a reflection of its long 
association with the Bird Room there. Owing to the pending removal of the Bird 
Room to Tring (see Brit, Birds, 65: 435), however, the Union has had to move out. 
The Zoological Society of London, which already accomodates the Fauna Preser
vation Society and the Council for Nature, has been kind enough to provide an 
office for the B.O.U. secretariat, whose address is now: British Ornithologists' 
Union, c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent's Park, London NWI 4RY 
(telephone 01-722 3333). 
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