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Birds in Mallorca. By John Busby. Christopher Helm, London, 1988. 
120 pages; 135 colour and black-and-white paintings and drawings. 
£16.95. 
To use John Busby's own words, this book came about through a desire to give the many 
friends that he met there 'a book of visual memories'. Anyone who has visited Mallorca 
will instantly be captivated by John Busby's evocative drawings: a mere flick through the 
pages will release to the eye and memory instantly recognisable shapes and forms of 
rocky crag, patchwork fields, wooded slope and glassy seascapes. His birds are not in 
feather-by-feather detail, but are studies of movement and life. The text is Confined to 
personal observation of the island and its birds, of places known to many and of others 
less known. This is a book for those who have savoured the delights of Mallorcan birding 
and wish to reminisce. Equally, it is for those who are contemplating such a trip: any 
qualms they may have with regard to the Holiday Brochure Package interpretation of 
Mallorca will soon vanish. It is not a substitute for the late Eddie Watkinson's well-known 
Guide to Birdwatching in Mallorca, but a companion, and a visual memory bank. 

I loved every page. A. A. K. LANCASTER 

The Complete Book of British Birds. Edited by Michael Cady and 
Rob Hume. AA & RSPB, Basingstoke & Sandy, 1988. 384 pages; 179 
colour plates; over 1,000 colour illustrations; 240 distribution maps. 
£19.95. 
Produced in celebration of 100 years of the RSPB, this is a sumptuous book, lavish in its 
use of colour and design. The boldness of the title indicates that here is a volume which 
attempts to cover every facet of British birds. No single publication can of course 
encompass every scrap of knowledge, yet the editors have succeeded in pulling together a 
synthesis of most information that might be of use to the beginner and of interest to the 
hardened birdwatcher. Cramming so much into 384 pages inevitably means that the size 
of type is rather small. This is offset by spectacular design, with a blaze of colour on 
almost every page. 

A team of 26 RSPB staff has contributed the texts, while ten of Britain's foremost bird 
artists have put brush to this particular canvas. There are six main sections: what birds 
are, bird families, birds in their setting, the birds, regional guides, and helping the birds. 
Each is prefaced by colour plates of various species, cleverly inlaid on a larger plate 
showing a close-up of the particular species' contour feathers. A comprehensive three-
part index, covering birds, places and subjects, precedes a complete (as of July 1986) list 
of British and Irish birds. 

The section on what birds are details their development, their feathers, flight, bills, 
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feet, eggs and nests. It contains many facts and figures: biggest, smallest, fastest, highest 
flier, fastest runner (nice to know that the Pheasant Phasianus colchicus lays claim to fame 
here at 21 mph—34 km per hour), most abundant breeding bird, and the most 
widespread breeding bird. A Gannet Sula bassana (by David Quinn) is used to illustrate 
feathers and wing structure. This two-page spread is an early example of much in this 
book that is sheer delight to the eye. 

The familiar information imparted in the sections on families and birds in their 
settings contains some excellent illustrations: the vole's view of a Kestrel Fako tinnunculus, 
plummeting with malicious intent, and the more-than-lifesize legs of a Black-winged Stilt 
Himantopus himantopus provide an excellent foil to the mass of small type which describes 
large birds in the air, and waders. 

It is in the species section that this book comes alive and the true celebration of birds 
begins. In 290 pages of colour and beautifully accurate illustration, 244 species are shown 
to magnificent effect. Each has a general portrait (male and female where necessary), 
occasionally set within its typical habitat. Additional colour and monotone drawings 
show various postures and behavioural aspects, captioned in italics. The two pages 
devoted to the Lapwing Vanellus vanellus are a typically fine example. Each species has a 
distribution map with an adjacent column indicating when the bird can best be seen (i.e. 
breeding, wintering, present, absent), with added information on size, weight, where to 
look, nest, eggs, food and voice. 

After the birds come regional guides, each with a list of useful addresses (e.g. county 
trusts, NCC and RSPB regional offices), and brief details of the main birdwatching areas, 
including location, access and a six-figure map reference. 

While the information presented is not new, and some of the photographs are familiar, 
the book as a whole is a most pleasing publication. It is reasonably priced at £19.95 and, 
as a present, even for a non-birder, the book is sure to delight even the most discerning. I 
thoroughly recommend it. T F M D A V I S 

Handbook of the Birds of Europe, the Middle East and North 
Africa. The Birds of the Western Palearctic. vol. V: tyrant 
flycatchers to thrushes. By S. Cramp et a/. Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 1988. 1,063 pages; 84 colour plates; numerous line-drawings. 
£75.00. 
This volume, the first catering for the literature-starved passerinophile, describes and 
illustrates 115 species, including Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens, larks, swallows, 
pipits, wagtails, bulbuls, Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus, Grey Hypocolius Hypocolius 
ampelinus, Dipper Cinclus cinclus, Wren Troglodytes troglodytes, mockingbirds, accentors, chats 
and thrushes. It is well up to the standard of the previous volumes, and the team of 
contributors and editors is to be congratulated for maintaining the momentum over the 
last 15 or so years since work began on volume 1. 

At 1,063 pages, this is the thickest volume so far, so it is a pity that the binding has not 
been improved; one section of pages in the review copy is insecurely attached to the 
spine. There is a 38-page introduction—four pages longer than that in volume 1 (the 
difference being due largely to an expanded Habitat section)—and this is followed by the 
systematic section, which has an average of 8.6 pages per species, ranging from 22 pages 
on the Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe to six lines on the Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer. 
The long accounts contain some very extensive sections on Movements, Food, Voice, 
Plumages and Social pattern and behaviour; these have few headings and require careful 
scrutiny to track down the subject one is seeking. The delightful line-drawings 
illustrating different facets of behaviour provide welcome breaks in the solid banks of 
text. 

The introduction claims that the sequence and taxonomy has adhered precisely to that 
used by Voous (1977, List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species). This is so for the described 
species, but discussion of extralimital forms has deviated from the List in the lumping of 
Delichon dasypus with D. urbica and the splitting of Alaudajaponica from A. arvensis (in the text, 
but not on the map). It is a pity that innovative changes such as the latter case (and the 
splitting of Javan Plover Charadrius javanicus in volume 3) are not more fully justified. 
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A lack of editorial interest in English names is demonstrated by the continued use of 
parochialisms such as Wheatear for 0. oenanthe and the omission of five North American 
names that differ from the accepted English ones (particularly unforgivable since the 
corrections to volume 4 at the end of this volume include the insertion of six North 
American names). 

The very clear distribution maps are informative and generally accurate, but it is a pity 
that migration routes are not also mapped, at least within the Western Palearctic. One 
has to plough through the Movements section to appreciate that Isabelline Wheatear 0. 
isabellina has a strong westerly component in its migration. It can be impossible to 
determine whether a species occurs in a particular country if it neither breeds nor winters 
there and is not a vagrant. One is forced to seek out regional avifaunas to answer such 
questions; this process would be simplified if BWP included a list of the most useful works 
for each country. Incidentally, why are Andorra, Gibraltar and Liechtenstein, all of which 
have recent avifaunal summaries, consistently ignored in BWP? It is annoying that 
distribution information is not referenced, since it is often impossible to check its 
accuracy. Several minor errors relating to distribution were noted: only part of the 
African range of Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus is mapped; the Siberian Rubythroat 
Luscinia calliope winters in the Nepal lowlands and probably throughout the north Indian 
plains; for Borneo in the account of Red-vented Bulbul, read Burma; the Citrine Wagtail 
Motacilla citreola does not winter in southern Thailand; and the Alpine Accentor Prunella 
collaris is a vagrant to East, not West, Germany (it breeds in the latter). 

The colour plates are by Norman Arlott (22), Hilary Burn (9), Dr P.J . K. Burton (1), 
Alan Harris (3), Viggo Ree (7), the late Laurel Tucker (4) and D. I. M. Wallace (22). All 
have been executed very competently and are generally excellent for identification 
purposes. I think, however, that Hilary Burn's and, especially, Alan Harris's plates are 
rather stylised and 'wooden', and I much prefer Viggo Ree's soft and sensitive redstarts. 
The plates generally cover intraspecific variation very well, but it is unfortunate that 
neither Calandrella (rufescens) leucophaea nor Anthus (spinoletta) japonicus (recently split with 
rubescens, Brit. Birds 81: 206-211) is illustrated. There are a few minor niggles regarding 
some of the plates: the illustration of Small (Oriental) Skylark Alauda gulgula is nothing 
like the species in life (compare, for example, with Brit. Birds 79, plates 93 & 94). The 
outer web of the outer tail feather of Anthus spinoletta littoralis is incorrectly illustrated as 
whiter than that of A. (s.) rubescens; the text, however, correctly describes this feature: 
typically all-white on rubescens and pale olive-grey, darker towards the tip on littoralis. The 
axillaries and greater underwing-coverts of first-autumn 'Siberian' Stonechat Saxicola 
torquata maura (plate 55, no. 10) are shown as paler than those of S. t. rubicola, even though 
these areas may be black, like those of adults, by September (Brit. Birds 70: 240). Despite 
previous criticism, plate captions are still excessively difficult to interpret, and this has no 
doubt led to the omission of a caption for plate 55, no. 13. 

The six plates of eggs cover all of the breeding species of the area, with the exception of 
the poorly known Dunn's Lark Eremalauda dunni, the recently established Red-vented 
Bulbul, and Giildenstadt's Redstart Phoenicurus erythrogaster. The use of pale backgrounds 
has rendered the white eggs of the martins well nigh invisible and made some others 
appear murky and dull: those of Black-eared Wheatear O. hispanica compare most 
unfavourably with those in Makatsch (1976, Die Eier der Vogel Europas 2). This latter work 
has plates of eggs of many of the same species and also includes Giildenstadt's Redstart. 

The minor nature of most of these criticisms is indicative of the very high standard of 
this immense and important work. Although expensive, the succeeding volumes are 
increasing in price at the rate of only lp per page. The total cost of all seven volumes 
should be about £400, and I am sure that, in years to come, this will seem very reasonable 
for such an essential work. TlM INSKIPP 

Biographies for Birdwatchers: the lives of those commemorated in 
Western Palearctic bird names. By Barbara and Richard Mearns. 
Illustrated by Darren Rees. Academic Press, London, 1988. 512 pages; 
78 black-and-white plates; 11 line-drawings; 14 maps. £17.50. 
This book is possibly the most original, enjoyable and interesting that I have read for a 
long time. It is not, however, essential reading for those whose sole aim is to increase 
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their ornithological knowledge, nor will reading it improve your birding; so, what is it, 
and why do I recommend it so highly? 

The bulk of Biographies for Birdwatchers details the lives of all those people whose names 
appear in the English or scientific names of West Palearctic birds. Although their 
demographic details are given, the accounts concern mainly the travels and exploits of 
these people. Many of the names are familiar, both as people and as birds: Aristotle (Shag 
Phalacrocorax aristotelis), Gilbert White (White's Thrush Zoothera dauma); but others will be 
less so: Antoine-Barthelemy Clot (Thick-billed Lark Rhamphocoris clolbey), Edward Arthur 
Butler (Hume's Tawny Owl Strix butleri), and they have lived (or are living) varied lives. 

For example, Henry Morris Upcher (Upcher's Warbler Hippolais languida) travelled in 
the Middle East with Tristram (he of Warbler, Grackle and Serin fame), principally as an 
expert marksman, but later he settled on his Norfolk estate as a farmer and became active 
as a conservationist, urging fellow landowners not to shoot rare birds such as Pallas's 
Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus in the British invasion of 1888. 

By contrast, Thekla Klothilde Bertha Brehm had no particular interest in birds and 
died at the age of 24. Her father, the German ornithologist Christian Ludwig Brehm, 
considered her 'unforgettable', and seized on the chance of a living memorial when 
Thekla's brother shot a previously undescribed species, Thekla Lark Galerida theklae. 

These are parts of only two of over 100 accounts in this beautifully produced and well-
researched book. Wherever possible, a contemporary portrait is used to illustrate the 
people, and each species has a pleasing line-drawing by Darren Rees. Appendixes cover 
those people who might otherwise have slipped the Mearns's net, through association 
only with subspecies, rarely used English names or species not fully accepted onto the 
West Palearctic list. 

The style of writing is refreshing, often humorous and manages to maintain its pace 
even on some ofits less inspiring subjects. Unless your interest in birds is exceptionally 
narrow, put this book on your wanted list. M A R K B O Y D 

For Love of Birds: the story of the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds, 1889-1988. By Tony Samstag. RSPB, Sandy, 1988. 160 
pages; 33 colour plates; 32 black-and-white plates; 11 black-and-white 
line-drawings. £12.95. 
The fact that the RSPB evolved from a meeting in Didsbury, Manchester, in February 
1889, of a few 'formidable' Victorian women devoted to the suppression of the plumage 
trade for millinery purposes has been well publicised in its Centenary Year. For those 
wanting to know more about the Society's history, this book chronicles the whole story in 
great detail, from its birth and through its development over the years into what it is 
today: Europe's largest conservation body. It includes many extracts from the relevant 
literature, especially during the early years, as well as potted biographies of the most 
influential people connected with the Society over the 100 years. I did find, however, that 
the interspersion of these and of photographs with extended captions (some splitting the 
story in mid sentence) tended to distract from the flow of the story. 

There are chapters on the acquisition of land for reserves ('Land hunger ') , 
'Convergence: politics, professionalism and the law', 'Pollution and pesticides', 'Cops 
and robbers', 'Catching them young' (children, not birds), 'International relations' and 
'The Lodge: the RSPB today'. There is also a chapter on 'Birds'—but not until halfway 
through the book! The photographs of birds and habitats are excellent, and it seems a 
pity that more were not included, since it would have been an ideal opportunity to 
portray the aesthetic side of the title. A succinct chronology forms an appendix, and there 
is a useful bibliography in case appetites have been whetted by the extracts contained in 
the book. 

Although it makes interesting reading, I was somewhat disappointed in the style of this 
book, and I do wonder if Tony Samstag was the right author for it. He hints at stories 
'behind the stories' that would have made more exciting reading, and occasionally is side
tracked into propounding his own views on a variety of subjects which have no 
connection with the theme of the book. I have yet to work out whether he is really on the 
side of the birds—or, indeed, of the RSPB. S H F . I I . A 0 . COBBAN 
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