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Hadoram Shirihai and Per Alstrbm 

In February 1986, a Hume's Short-toed Lark Calandrella acutirostris was 
seen and subsequently caught at Eilat, Israel: the first record for the 

Western Palearctic. 
Hume's Short-toed Lark breeds from eastern Iran through Afghanistan, 

northern Pakistan, northwestern India and nearby parts of the USSR 
(Tadzhikistan, Kirgizia) to eastern Tibet. It winters mainly in the 
lowlands of the northern and central parts of the Indian subcontinent 
(Dementiev & Gladkov 1954; Ali & Ripley 1972; Vaurie 1972; Cheng 
1976). 

It breeds at high altitudes in dry, arid, gravelly areas, and winters in the 
same habitat at lower altitudes. 

The Eilat record 
On 4th February 1986, at Eilat, HS noticed a strange-looking Calandrella 
lark. It was very similar to Short-toed Lark C. brachydactyla, but differed in 
its plumage and, particularly, its call. A total of 30 mist-nets was erected 
and the lark was eventually caught on 14th February. It could not, 
however, be identified, so was sent to the Tel Aviv Zoological Gardens for 
further studies. Unfortunately, it died after a few days. It was preserved at 
the museum of the University of Tel Aviv (Ref. no. X3853). In 1987, HS 
brought the skin to the British Museum (Natural History), Tring, for 
identification. Comparison by HS with other skins at the museum showed 
it to be a Hume's Short-toed Lark. 

Description of Eilat individual 
STRUCTURE Approximately same size as 
Short-toed Lark, but slightly more compact 
and shorter-necked. Head more rounded, 
and tail slightly shorter. 

PLUMAGE Crown grey-brown, with dark 
shaft-streaks. Lores pale, with dark loral 

stripe. Supercilium narrow and rather ill-
defined in front of eye, but quite distinct 
above and behind eye, ending abruptly. Ear-
coverts pale brown, with paler crescent 
below eye. Nape paler and greyer than 
crown. 

Mantle and back light grey-brown, with 
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Fig. 1. Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla of subspecies longipennis (top) and Hume's 
Short-toed Lark C. acutirostris of nominate subspecies, both spring/early summer (PerAlstrvm) 

blackish-brown feather centres. Rump and Median and greater coverts dark brown 
uppertail-coverts brownish orange-rufous. with sandy tips, forming two wing-bars. 
Scapulars with diffusely denned blackish- Lesser coverts uniformly grey brown. Ter-
brown centres and sandy edges. tials dark brown, with diffuse pale edges. 

Throat, belly, vent and undertail-coverts Remiges dark brown, with narrow sandy 
whitish. Flanks with slight buffish tinge. edges. Underwing-coverts and axillaries 
Wide band of buffy-greyish across breast. light whitish buff. 
Sides of breast slightly rufous-tinged, un- Tail dark brown, with narrow white edges 
streaked. to two outer pairs of feathers. 

[The inclusion of fig. 1 and plates 146-159 in colour has been subsidised by a donation from ZEISS West Germany] 
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146-148. Hume's Short-toed Lark 
Calandrelh acutirostris, Israel, February 
1986 (Hadoram SMrihai) 
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149-151. Short-toed Lark Calandrella 
brachydactyla, Israel, February 1987 

(Hadoram Shirihm) 
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BARE PARTS Bill tinged orange-yellowish, 
with blackish culmen and tip to lower 
mandible. Iris dark brown. Legs yellowish-
brown, with light brown claws. 

VOICE Call usually heard immediately after 
landing, sometimes also in flight: a sharp 
'trree'. 

BEHAVIOUR Ran quickly, with intermittent 

emarginated 

short stops, reminiscent of Bar-tailed Desert 
Lark Ammomanes cincturus. Usually rather 
upright stance. Flight deeply undulating, 
recalling a finch. 

MEASUREMENTS AND WING FORMULA 

Wing 83.0 mm; tail 54.5 mm; bill, to skull 
12.2 mm, width 4.8 mm, depth 5.1 mm; 
tarsus 19.0 mm; hind claw 8.0 mm. Wing 
length indicates female. 

Identification of Hume's Short-toed Lark 
These notes are based on field studies of Hume's Short-toed Lark in China 
and northwestern India (PA), and examination of the collections in 
the British Museum (Natural History), Tring (PA, HS), the Zoologisk 
Museum, Copenhagen (PA), and the Institute of Zoology, Academia 
Sinica, Beijing (PA). Both authors have studied Short-toed Larks in the 
field in many places and in the collections of several museums. 

Hume's Short-toed Lark closely resembles Short-toed Lark. They share 
a number of characters which distinguish them from Lesser Short-toed 
Lark C. rufescens and Indian Sand Lark C. raytal: breast either unstreaked or 
very sparsely and irregularly streaked; usually at least a trace of a dark 
patch on each side of the breast; and distinctly longer tertials, covering the 
entire length (or very nearly so) of the folded primaries. 

Hume's Short-toed Lark is quite easily told from most subspecies of 
Short-toed Lark (unless the plumage is heavily worn) by its generally 
much greyer coloration on the upperparts and breast. The subspecies 
longipennis of the Short-toed Lark, which breeds in Central Asia, is, 
however, very similar to Hume's Short-toed Lark in general coloration, 
and these two can be very difficult to separate. 

Differences between Hume's Short-toed Lark and Short-toed Lark 
All statements refer to Hume's Short-toed Lark unless specifically stated 
otherwise, and all comparisons are between Hume's Short-toed Lark and 
Short-toed Lark of the subspecies longipennis. 

HEAD 

Head pattern usually differs significantly. 
Forehead and crown generally less heavily 
streaked, often looking almost unstreaked, 
except for some faint streaks on rear crown. 

Supercilium usually narrower and more 
poorly defined in front of eye, and also often 
less prominent above and behind eye; gene
rally rather sharply defined at rear (on 
Short-toed, diffuse paler surround to ear-
coverts sometimes apparent). 

Lores usually show dark stripe, unlike 
Short-toed. From certain angles, however, 
Short-toed often seems to have dark loral 
stripe, and—to confuse matters—it can be 
absent on Hume's Short-toed. 

Ear-coverts generally rather uniformly 
patterned, usually without prominent dark 
eye-stripe behind eye. On Short-toed, ear-
coverts tend to be paler and generally show 
contrasting dark eye-stripe behind eye and 



152-154. Hume's Short-toed Lark Calandrella acutirostris of nominate subspecies, Ladakh, May 
1983 (Urban Olsson). Supercilium more pronounced in front of eye than normal, and 

outermost tail feather shows extreme amount of white 
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155 & 156. Hume's Short-toed Lark Caltmdrella acutirostris, Israel, February 1986 (Hadoram 
Slririhai) 

157. Hume's Short-toed Lark Calandrella acutirostris of the subspecies tibetana, China, June 
1987 {Urban Olsson) 
158. Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla, Israel, April 1984 (Urban Olsson) 

159. Short-toed Larks Calandrella brachydactyla, Israel, November 1985 (Paul Doherty) 

dark oblong patch on rear ear-coverts; also, 
frequently, fairly large pale patch on lower 
ear-coverts, and pale crescent below eye 
(framed by dark) is generally slightly more 
prominent, but ear-coverts of Short-toed 
sometimes rather uniformly patterned. 

UPPERPARTS 

Base colour slightly darker and greyer, most 
notably on eastern subspecies. Mantle and 
scapulars generally distinctly less heavily 
marked. Sometimes, however, difference in 
streaking is less obvious; on both species, 
upperparts more heavily streaked when 
worn than when fresh. Scapulars tend to be 
slightly less contrastingly patterned on inner 
vanes. 

Uppertail-coverts usually contrastingly 
warmer, more rufous-tinged than rest of 
upperparts (only exceptionally so on Short-
toed), but this usually very difficult to see in 
field, and uppertail-coverts sometimes 
approximately same colour as rest of upper-
parts. 

UNDERPARTS 

Usually distinct greyish-brownish (faintly 
tinged buffish) pectoral band, especially on 
eastern subspecies, generally contrasting 
markedly with whitish rest of underparts 
(flanks sometimes show a little buffish). 
Breast of Short-toed usually paler and more 
buffish, often forming patches on sides 
rather than complete breast-band and often 
extending prominently onto the flanks. On 
worn individuals of both species, underparts 
often mainly whitish. Dark patches on sides 
of upper breast sometimes very large and 
diffuse. Usually no streaks on breast 
(whereas Short-toed often shows a few 
distinct streaks on sides of breast). 

WINGS 

When fresh, wing-bars and pale edges to 
tertials and secondaries are slightly deeper, 
more brownish than those of Short-toed. 
Dark centres of coverts, notably median 
coverts, tend to be less sharply defined and 
contrasting when fresh; usually less differ
ence in worn plumage. Centres of lowest 

row of lesser coverts at most slightly darker 
(whereas on Short-toed, often contrastingly 
dark, forming rather conspicuous dark bar). 
Primaries (not the outermost long primary) 
have less conspicuous pale edges. 

TAIL 

Feathers usually with distinctly rounder or 
squarer tips. 

Particularly on western subspecies, inner 
vanes of the outermost pair of tail feathers 
usually show little or even no pale (usually 
greyish to pale brown when fresh, gradually 
turning whitish), and usually no pale at tips 
of second outermost pair; on Short-toed 
Lark, there is usually considerable amount 
of pale (tends to be whiter, though often 
brownish-tinged) on inner vanes of out
ermost pair, and there is usually pale tip to 
second outermost pair, and sometimes also 
to third. Sometimes, extensive pale area on 
outermost pair (plate 154), but only little on 
Short-toed. 

The differences in tail pattern are of little 
help in the field. 

BARE PARTS 

Bill on average proportionately slightly 
longer and more slender, but usually dif
ficult to judge in field, and much overlap. 

Bill brownish-yellowish, with distinct dark 
culmen and tip to lower mandible (on Short-
toed, usually pale pinkish, sometimes pale 
yellowish-brownish, with less distinct dark 
culmen and tip to lower mandible). 

Tarsi, and, particularly, toes and claws, 
often distinctly darker than those of Short-
toed. 

WING FORMULA 

5th primary distinctly longer, almost or 
actually equal to 4th, 3rd and 2nd (1st 
minute). On Short-toed, 5th primary much 
shorter than 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 

5th primary emarginated (unlike Short-
toed). 

CALL 

The two species' flight calls are very differ
ent. Usual flight call of Hume's Short-toed is 
a rather full, rolling 'tiyrr' or 'tiurr'. Call 
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more resembling Short-toed—'djirr-de'— frequently a single or double, soft 'djyp' or 
sometimes heard. The usual flight call of 'dju' is heard, often in combination with the 
Short-toed is drier 'trrip', 'trriep' or 'prrit'; rolling note, 'trriep-dju'. 

Table 1. Measurements (in mm) of Short-toed CahndreUa brachydactyh and Hume's Short-
toed Larks C. acutirostris 

Both sexes and all ages combined; over 100 individuals of each species 
Sources: Dementiev & Gladkov 1954; AH & Ripley 1972; Svensson 1984 (Short-toed); Vaurie 

1972 (Hume's Short-toed); and H. Shirihai (BMNH) 

Wing 
Tail 
Bill (length) 
Bill (depth) 
Bill (width) 
Tarsus 
Hind claw 

Short-toed 

84.0-103.0 
49.0-65.0 
12.0-16.5 
5.4-6.9 
5.2-6.2 
20.0-22.0 
6.5-11.5 

Hume's Short-toed 

81.0-102.0 
50.0-67.0 
12.5-15.8 
4.9-6.0 
4.8-5.8 
19.0-22.0 
6.3-10.0 

Summary of most important characters 
The most important characters distinguishing Hume's Short-toed Lark 
and Short-toed Lark of the subspecies longipennis in the field are: 
prominence of supercilium, particularly in front of the eye; pattern of 
lores; pattern on ear-coverts; base colour and prominence of streaking on 
crown, mantle and scapulars; colour and pattern of breast; colour and 
pattern of bill; and call. In the hand, they are easily distinguished by wing 
formula; differences in tail pattern can also be judged. 

Differences from other subspecies of Short-toed Lark 
The differences between Hume's Short-toed Lark and Short-toed Lark of 
the subspecies bngipenms described above are useful also for distinguishing 
Hume's Short-toed from the other subspecies of Short-toed Lark. The 
latter are, however, much easier to distinguish unless the plumage is very 
worn. Their upperparts are much richer and more rufous; the forehead 
and crown are often even more rufous, strongly contrasting with the rest 
of the upperparts. The forehead and crown of Hume's Short-toed are 
often browner than the rest of the upperparts, but never so contrasting. 
The sides of the breast (and often the flanks, too) are also much more 
warmly coloured than on Hume's Short-toed Lark, and the belly is 
generally buffish-tinged. 

Subspecies of Hume's Short-toed Lark 
The western subspecies acutirostris breeds east to western Tibet; the 
slightly larger subspecies tibetana (table 2) breeds in the rest of Tibet. The 
latter has slightly greyer upperparts and a more pronounced, greyer 
breast-band; the outermost pair of tail feathers tends to have a slightly 
more extensive and paler pattern on the inner web. 



Identification of Hume's Short-toed Lark 271 

160. Hume's Short-toed Lark Calandrella 
acutirostris, Israel, February 1986 (Hadoram 
Shirihai). Most individuals show even less 
pale on outermost tail feather than this 

individual 

161. Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla, 
Israel, September 1985 (Per Alstrbm). This 
individual shows normal amount of white on 

outer pairs of tail feathers 

Table 2. Measurements (in mm) of the races of Hume's Short-toed Lark Calandrella a. 
acutirostris and C. a. tibetana 

All ages combined; over 50 individuals of each race 
Sources: Dementiev & Gladkov 1954 (acutirostris); Ali & Ripley 1972; Vaurie 1972 (tibetana); 

and H. Shirihai (BMNH) 
C. a. acutirostris C. a. tibetana 

Wing 
Tail 
Bill (length) 
Tarsus 

cfcf 
83.0-96.0 
52.0-66.0 
13.0-15.8 
20.0-21.5 

92 
81.0-92.0 
50.0-65.0 
12.5-15.2 
19.0-20.5 

cfcf 
89.0-102.0 
55.0-67.0 
13.0-15.3 
19.0-22.0 

2? 
84.5-96.0 
54.0-60.0 
13.0-15.0 
19.0-21.0 
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Summary 
The first record of Hume's Short-toed Lark Calandrella acutirostris for Israel and the Western 
Palearctic was in February 1986. The identification of Hume's Short-toed Lark is discussed. 
It is very similar to Short-toed Lark C. brachydactyla, especially of the Central Asian subspecies 
longipennis. The main distinguishing characters are summarised under 'Summary of most 
important characters' and 'Differences from other subspecies of Short-toed Lark'. 
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