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ABSTRACT The Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila has been 
recorded only five times in autumn in Western Europe, 
including once in Britain. It is potentially a more numerous 
vagrant to Britain and Ireland, but detailed information on non-
adult-male plumage is lacking. This paper rectifies this situation 
and discusses the species' separation from other similar buntings, 
in particular the far more commonly recorded Yellow-breasted 
Bunting E. aureola. 

Potential vagrants to the Western Palearctic, and in some cases even confirmed 
ones such as the Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila, are often poorly documented 
in the popular literature, perhaps more noticeably so when the species concerned 
is commonly held in captivity. Since many species breeding in the Transbaikalia 
area and wintering in Southeast Asia have been recorded as vagrants in the 
Western Palearctic, however, there is no reason why Chestnut Bunting should not 
also occur as a genuine vagrant (Wallace 1980). 

Autumn Chestnut Bunting is similar to Yellow-breasted Bunting E. aureola in 
all but adult male plumage, and at least two recent descriptions of claimed Yellow-
breasted Buntings in Britain have mentioned a noticeable chestnut rump. Chestnut 
Bunting is possibly being overlooked in autumn, and a claim of a juvenile or first-
winter individual in September-October is more likely to attract serious 
consideration than one of an adult in spring. Perhaps, as in the case of Black-faced 
Bunting E. spodocephala, a detailed understanding of the relevant identification 
features will increase the likelihood of the discovery of a genuine vagrant. 

Status in Western Europe 

Chestnut Bunting was formerly imported more commonly than it is now, with 
over 100 in 1980 and 200 in 1984, the species being advertised for sale in almost 
every year from 1980 to 1990 (T. P. Inskipp in litt.). Over the last three years, 
however, numbers imported have decreased substantially, with only six 
individuals being advertised for sale. 
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There are five autumn records of Chestnut Bunting from Western Europe. 
These are of a female in the Netherlands on 5th November 1937, a juvenile in 
Norway on 13th- 15th October 1974, a first-winter male in the former Yugoslavia 
on 10th October 1987, a first-winter male on Malta in November 1983 (Alstrom 
et al. 1991), and an adult female in Britain on 2nd-5th September 1994 (Osborn 
& Harvey 1994; Brit. Birds 88: 556). In addition, there are four June-July reports 
from Britain, which are of more dubious origin; all five British records are 
currently placed in Category D {Ibis 134: 213). 

Distribution and habitats 

Chestnut Bunting is a fairly common breeder in the temperate forests of 
southeastern Siberia, from northwest Irkutsk region east to the Sea of Okhotsk, 
generally south of 60°N, and south to the Baikal region, northern China and 
probably Mongolia (Byers et al. 1995). It favours open forests of larch Larix and 
birch Betula, especially ridges and hillocks on mountainsides, and is frequendy 
found singing close to firebreaks and power lines. 

The species leaves its breeding grounds in August and is a fairly common 
migrant along the Yellow Sea coast during late August and September, with 
passage continuing into October; most pass through Hong Kong in the middle 
two weeks of November (Chalmers 1986). It arrives in its winter quarters during 
November-December. 

The Chestnut Bunting's main wintering area is in central Burma, southernmost 
China, western Thailand, Vietnam and Laos; it is a rather local visitor to northeast 
India, perhaps as far west as Sikkim. In winter, it occupies open deciduous and 
evergreen forest, scrub, secondary growth and open areas, including rice stubble, 
usually feeding on the ground and flying into trees when disturbed (Cramp & 
Perrins 1994). 

Northward migration starts in March, passing through Hong Kong in March-
April and through northeast China and Korea during May, with arrival back at 
Lake Baikal by late May to early June. It is a scarce migrant in Japan, in both 
spring and autumn (Brazil 1991). 

Identification 

As most East Palearctic vagrants occur in Britain during September-November, 
in juvenile or first-winter plumage, we use autumn immature (juvenile to first-
winter) as the benchmark. Differences between first-winter individuals and spring 
and autumn adults are outlined. The Chestnut Bunting is monotypic. 

General impression 

Chestnut Bunting is a fairly small bunting with a relatively short tail and a small, 
conical bill. It is intermediate in size between Little E. pusilla and Yellow-breasted 
Buntings, but, as most buntings, is sexually dimorphic (average wing length of 
males 72-79 mm, of females 67-73 mm: Svensson 1992), so size varies 
considerably. 

Autumn migrants are rather secretive. An observer's views are often restricted 
to fleeting glimpses as the birds are flushed from ground cover, usually calling 
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Plates 145 & 146. Adult female Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila (left) and adult female 
Yellow-breasted Bunting E. aureola (right), Hebei, China, May 1993 (C. Bradshaw). Typical 
postures. Note relatively domed head, small bill and prominent submoustachial stripe and eye-
ring of Chestnut, and relatively large bill, white wing-bar and prominent supercilium of Yellow-
breasted. 

loudly, before either pausing briefly in trees or bushes or dropping directly into 
low cover again. 

In all plumages, the combination of lack of prominent white in the outermost 
rectrices and the presence of a distinct chestnut rump and yellow underparts 
(particularly undertail-coverts) sets it apart from most other buntings. The degree 
to which these features are exhibited does vary somewhat, however, making a full 
understanding of the salient characters important. 

Moult 

Juveniles undergo a partial moult during July-October (Cramp & Perrins 1994), 
considered by some authorities (Alstrom et al. 1991) to have been completed 
before the commencement of the southward migration. Other observations, 
however, suggest that many do not complete this moult before migration: 
individuals trapped in September in northeast China (well south of the known 
breeding range) were still largely in full juvenile plumage (Jari Peltomaki in litt.; 
personal observations), whereas specimens collected in southern China (north of 
known wintering range) in mid October had completed a partial moult of the 
head, body feathers and some lesser, median and greater coverts, plus one or two 
pairs of tertials. There is, therefore, some evidence indicating that the post-
juvenile moult takes place in stages during the southward migration. 

It is our impression that the moult pattern of the Chestnut Bunting is closer to 
that of the western, nominate race of Yellow-breasted Bunting E. a. aureola, which 
does not moult until reaching migration stopover sites in China. Vagrant Chestnut 
Buntings occurring in Western Europe during September-October may thus still 
be in predominantly juvenile plumage, as is the case with Yellow-breasted 
Buntings (Stresemann & Stresemann 1969; Harrop 1993). Indeed, the record 
(albeit rather late in the autumn, in mid October) of a juvenile Chestnut Bunting 
in Norway supports this. 

Some first-summer males may undergo a partial pre-breeding moult of the 
head, nape and throat feathers, although much of the colour change in that area 
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is the result of abrasion (Svensson 1992). Adults have a complete post-breeding 
moult from August to September, which commences on the breeding grounds 
and may be completed during the autumn migration. 

Juvenile plumage 

HEAD PATTERN Crown and forehead 
olive/grey, with distinct fine streaks formed by 
narrow dark grey-brown to blackish centres to 
feathers. Streaking most obvious at sides of 
crown, contrasting with the relatively 
unstreaked centre which forms a pale median 
crown-stripe varying from narrow and 
indistinct to a striking broad pale band; 
differences are due to variation in the width of 
the dark lateral crown streaking and to the 
presence or absence of rufous fringes to the 
feathers (most apparent on males; see under 
'First-winter')- Nape concolorous with crown 
centre, thereby contrasting with crown sides. 
Narrow, indistinct off-white eye-ring contrasts 
poorly with rest of 'face'. Prominent off-white 
or yellow supercilium, broadest behind eye 
and extending to nape (prominence reduced 
somewhat by presence of very fine dark brown 
streaking, particularly behind eye); lores 
unmarked grey/brown, making supercilium 
appear somewhat ill-defined in front of eye, 
whereas eye-stripe behind eye is generally 
narrow and dark brown to grey and enhances 
appearance of rear supercilium. This stripe 
extends around whole of ear-coverts, forming 
narrow but distinct moustachial stripe which 
reaches base of bill. Ear-coverts pale brown-
grey, with contrasting dark border broadest at 
upper and lower rear corners, the space in 
between often appearing as diffuse pale spot; 
contrast between dark border and paler central 
ear-coverts reduced somewhat by narrow dark 
feather centres forming fine streaking. Distinct 
off-white or yellow submoustachial stripe from 
base of bill and curling to variable extent 
around rear of ear-coverts; on some 
individuals this area is relatively extensive, pale 
and unstreaked, while on others there is 
virtually no extension past lower corner and 
the area behind ear-coverts is heavily streaked. 
Dark grey to black malar stripe extends from 
base of bill to form distinct patch at throat 
sides which merges with breast streaking on 
some individuals, whereas others show a 
distinct cut-off. 

UNDERPARTS Chin and throat off-white; 
remainder of underparts yellow, this colour 
strongest around undertail-coverts. Individuals 
vary, with some appearing bright yellow, but 
others having only a yellow wash. Distinct 

gorget of dark streaks at top of breast extends 
along flanks, as far as sides of rump, this 
streaking broadest at centre of breast, 
becoming finer along flanks. 

UPPERPARTS Mantle, back and scapulars olive-
brown to grey-brown, with broad blackish 
centres to feathers forming rows of distinct 
streaking; mantle sides frequently show slightly 
paler edges to feathers, the paler area creating 
a subtle difference between mantle and 
scapulars which may appear as paler mantle 
'braces'; on some males at least, there may be 
distinct but narrow rufous fringes to scapulars. 
Feathers of rump and uppertail-coverts rich 
chestnut with narrow blackish centres, these 
broad and teardrop-shaped on central rump 
and very fine at sides of rump and on 
uppertail-coverts. Remiges dark grey to black, 
with narrow yellow to pale yellow-brown 
fringes to primaries and olive-brown to 
chestnut fringes to secondaries. 

TERTIALS Tertials dark-centred, with variably 
patterned chestnut edge and cream outer 
fringe. Inner web of each tertial largely 
blackish, with the tip pale chestnut, fading to 
white at extreme tip. Outer web shows a dark 
centre, but with complete pale surround which 
is sharply indented towards base of feather, 
before narrowing again to form a distinctive 
dark lobe (fig. 2). Chestnut Bunting shares this 
pattern with many other bunting species 
(Bradshaw 1992; Byers et al. 1995). In very 
fresh plumage, the surround is pale chestnut, 
bordered by a very narrow whitish-cream 
fringe which broadens with wear so that, by 
October, some individuals have lost virtually 
all chestnut in the tertials and replaced it with 
a broad creamy edge. 

WING-COVERTS Lesser coverts olive-brown, 
with narrow black centres forming distinct 
streaking; some juvenile males show distinct 
rufous fringe to lesser coverts. Median coverts 
blackish-centred with sharply contrasting buff 
fringes (which fade to whitish with wear), the 
dark centre showing a marked 'thorn' almost 
reaching tip of feathers and separating the 
broad pale fringes into two partial or complete 
pale half-moons (fig. 3); this broadening of the 
pale fringe and the well-defined contrast 



Fig. 1. Chestnut Buntings Emberiza rutila (top three) and Yellow-breasted Bunting E. 
aureola (bottom bird) (Mike Skakuj) 
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Fig. 2. Tertial pattern of Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila. (a) First-winter: note replaced 
adult-male-type central tertial compared with retained juvenile tertials. (b) Adult female: 
extremely similar to juvenile, but often less contrast between dark centre (with chestnut fringe) 
and buffy surround. 

Fig. 3. Variation in patterning of median coverts of Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila. (a) 
Juvenile type, outermost; (b) juvenile type, innermost; (c) adult type. 

Fig. 4. Variation in patterning of greater coverts ot Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila. (a) 
Juvenile type; (b) adult-female type; (c) adult male. 

Fig. 5. Outermost two rectrices of Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila (left three figures) 
and Yellow-breasted Bunting E. aureola (right-hand figure). Note variation in extent of pale 
colour on Chestnut Bunting, which also shows intermediate patterns, all with similar frequency. 

between light and dark create an upper wing-
bar which varies in extent, being strikingly 
broad on some individuals (plate 147); the 
junction between dark centre and pale fringe is 
washed with deep rufous which varies 
considerably, some birds showing large 
amounts and others lacking rufous altogether 

(on average, males tend to show larger 
amounts of rufous). Greater coverts, like 
medians, show a pale fringe to dark-centred 
feathers; the dark 'thorn' is less pronounced, 
but they also show marked contrast between 
dark centre and pale surround, which creates a 
second striking wing-bar; as on median 
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coverts, the greater coverts show a narrow 
chestnut fringe to the dark centre, which varies 
according to sex (fig. 4). Alula and primary 
coverts unmarked dark grey. 

TAIL PATTERN In the field, Chestnut Bunting 
shows virtually no white in the outer tail. In the 
hand, however, all show some white on the 
outermost pair of rectrices and most also on 
the second-outermost pair. Pattern of white on 
outer pair varies considerably in extent and 
clarity, from being restricted to a broad bright 

white tip to extending as a grey wash in a 
broad line down central shaft of feather and 
very occasionally a short way onto outer web. 
Generally, white on second-outermost rectrix 
is confined to a broad dull whitish-grey tip (see 
fig. 5). No white on third-outermost rectrix. 

BARE PARTS Bill conical, fairly small, with 
straight culmen; greyish, with paler flesh-grey 
lower mandible. Legs and feet pale pink, with 
rather pale grey-horn soles and claws. 

Other plumages 

First-winter 

In general, first-winter Chestnut Buntings are similar to juveniles (according to 
Alstrom et al. 1991, some first-winter males can apparently be very like adults, 
though we have no experience of such individuals). Given good views in the field, 
however, the ages should be separable. 

Replacement of contour feathers and variable numbers of wing-coverts 
produces a reduction in amount of streaking in plumage; head pattern becomes 
much more pronounced, with supercilium paler and more distinct, and whole 
facial pattern generally paler. Mantle is less well streaked, and underpart streaking 
is reduced to a diffuse gorget in centre of breast, the flanks either unmarked or 
with much-reduced diffuse greyish streaking. Rump and back lack streaking, 
which may produce a slightly more obvious chestnut tone to rump, but 
differences are minimal. All lesser coverts are replaced with feathers lacking dark 
centres; a variable number of median and greater coverts are replaced in the post-
juvenile moult.* Differences between juvenile and first-winter wing-coverts are 
quite apparent, the new feathers showing a more diffuse border to the dark centre 
and lacking the prominent dark 'tooth' shown by juveniles (figs. 3 & 4). Some 
individuals also replace a variable number of tertials, differences between the two 
generations of feathers usually being visible in the hand (and even noted on males 
in the field) (fig. 2). Underparts much more intense yellow than on juveniles, often 
with marked contrast between whitish chin and throat and yellow remainder of 
underparts; this contrast becomes even more apparent with wear, so that some 
look particularly striking by late autumn. 

First-winter male Sexing of first-winters is based 
largely on amount of chestnut in the plumage. 
Excluding adult-male-type birds described by 
Alstrom et al. (1991), most first-winter males 
tend to show some chestnut streaking on centre 
of breast (often interspersed with the dark 
streaking already present) and usually some 
chestnut on ear-coverts, crown sides and a 

small number of scapulars. Lesser coverts are 
variable: some males (about 20%), despite 
having replaced all lesser coverts, show only 
one or two chestnut feathers, whereas others 
show completely chestnut lesser coverts 
narrowly tipped olive. Replaced median or 
greater coverts tend to show more chestnut, 
some individuals having an adult-male-type 

* We do not know whether some individuals may moult all juvenile coverts to produce a 
complete set of adult coverts; such birds, if they exist, should be aged by the other criteria 
described. 
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'late 147. Juvenile Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila, Hebei, China, September 1994 (F. 
ieitzenberg). Bright individual, showing more obvious median-covert bar than many; note also 
datively dull supercilium and submoustachial stripe, and malar stripe reaching bill. 

Plate 148. Left, adult female Yellow-
breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola, Hebei, 
China, May 1993 (C. Bradshaw). Typical 
individual, very similar to autumn immatures 
though less yellow below. Note broad white 
tips to median coverts, prominent supercilium, 
and large unstreaked pale area at rear of ear-
coverts. 

Plate 149. Adult female Chestnut Bunting 
Emberiza rutila, Hebei, China, May 1993 (C. 
Bradshaw). Typical individual, with pale 
submoustachial stripe the most obvious feature 
of head pattern; note eye-ring, and chestnut 
rump and uppertail-coverts. 

Plate 150. Chestnut Bunting Emberiza 
rutila, probably first-summer male, Hebei, 
China, May 1993 (C. Bradshaw). Note 
chestnut lesser coverts, bright yellow 
underparts, and indication of chestnut 
showing through on (female-type) head. 
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pattern (chestnut tip to otherwise blackish 
inner web, entirely chestnut outer web). Any 
replaced tertials will be adult-male type, with 
extensive chestnut on outer web and chestnut 
reduced to a tip on inner web, which contrasts 
with the juvenile-type tertials. 

First-zointer female Absence of chestnut tones 

indicates first-winter female. A small number 
of first-winters may show one or two chestnut 
feathers on crown sides or lesser coverts, but 
nowhere else; whether these are poorly marked 
males or well-marked females is debatable, and 
such individuals are probably best left unsexed 
(although supporting biometric data such as 
wing length may prove useful). 

First-summer male 

Similar to first-winter male, but noticeably more worn. Abrasion of the olive tips 
to otherwise chestnut feathers produces more chestnut on lesser coverts, head and 
breast. Some first-summer males may moult in new chestnut head and nape 
feathers. 

Second-winter and second-summer males 

According to Byers et al. (1995), individuals resembling non-breeding adult 
males, but with extensive dark bases and paler tips to median and greater coverts, 
may be second-winter males; while similar but more worn individuals (with worn 
tips to greater and median coverts producing slight wing-bars) may be second-
summer males. We have no evidence to support either of these observations. 

Adult male non-breeding 

A very striking bird, with entire head, throat and upperparts, including wing-
coverts, tertials, mantle, back and rump, deep chestnut. All feathers of head, 
upper breast and nape are finely tipped yellowish-buff; median and greater 
coverts have blackish inner webs, which are obscured so as to produce an all-
chestnut appearance; tertials also have dark inner webs, which are readily visible. 
Apart from chestnut 'bib' on upper breast, remainder of underparts, including 
vent and undertail-coverts, bright yellow, flanks variously streaked dark grey. 

Adult male breeding 

Very similar to adult male non-breeding, but all pale tipping to head, nape and 
upper breast is lost through wear to reveal an even more striking appearance. 

Adult female non-breeding 

Essentially similar to first-winter female, but with slightly stronger head pattern. 
Supercilium and submoustachial stripe appear more striking, and many show a 
marked pale, sometimes diffuse, whitish eye-ring. Can also be aged by presence 
or absence of adult-type median and greater coverts (but see footnote under 
'First-winter'): adult coverts lack a prominent dark 'tooth' and show diffuse 
contrast between dark centre and brownish fringe, compared with the clear-cut 
difference between dark centre and pale tip and fringe on juveniles (see fig. 3). 
Differences between adult female and juvenile tertials are so slight as to be of little 
use in ageing in the field (in the hand, the much poorer contrast between pale 
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Plate 151. Captive adult female Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila, UK, February 1990 (C. 
Bradshaw). Note contrast between white throat and yellow underparts, white eye-ring, and 
absence of wing-bars. 

fringe and darker centre on adults is noticeable). Adult females generally show 
more rufous in the plumage than first-winters, especially on crown sides, ear-
coverts and lesser coverts. 

Adult female breeding 

Further wear results in greater contrast between the white throat and 
submoustachial stripe and the yellow upper breast, and the eye-ring becomes 
more obvious. The combination produces quite a striking facial pattern. 

Call 

The call, a high-pitched metallic 'tic', 'zitt' or 'zic', is very similar to that of Little 
Bunting, but is somewhat more harsh, with a higher-pitched, more metallic quality. 
The differences are extremely subtle, but Chestnut Bunting would appear to have 
one of the highest-pitched calls of all Eastern Palearctic Emberiza buntings. 

Plate 152. Adult female Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila, Hebei, China, May 1993 (C. 
Bradshaw). Note limited dark streaking across lower throat and breast sides. 
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Plate 153. Adult female Chestnut Bunting 
Emberiza rutila, Hebei, China, May 1993 (C. 
Bradshaw). This individual does have a white 
median-covert bar, but it is very narrow. 

Plate 154. Adult female Yellow-breasted 
Bunting Emberiza aureola, Irkutsk, Siberia, 
June 1987 (C. Bradshaw). Note width of white 
median-covert bar even on this fairly dull 
individual. 

Separation from other species 

Yellow-breasted Bunting 

Separation from Yellow-breasted Bunting should be relatively straightforward. 
Even non-adult-male Chestnut Buntings show the characteristic chestnut rump, 
relatively weak pale mantle 'braces', lack pure white in the outer rectrices, and 
have a different head pattern. Once aware of the salient differences, many birders 
would have no difficulty separating the two species, but there are some potential 
pitfalls which must be considered. 
TAIL PATTERN Yellow-breasted Bunting shows 
a striking amount of pure white in the 
outermost two (rarely, three) pairs of rectrices, 
with most in the outermost and becoming 
progressively less towards the innermost, 
whereas Chestnut Bunting shows only very 
small amounts of diffuse whitish. Nevertheless, 
the exact tail pattern of buntings can be 
difficult to observe in the field. When flushed, 
Chestnut Bunting can sometimes appear to 
have white outer tail feathers, and on some 
well-marked birds this may seem quite obvious 
(even to the point that an observer could 
discount Chestnut Bunting as a possibility). 
On close examination, the differences would, 
however, be obvious. 

HEAD PATTERN While Chestnut and Yellow-
breasted Buntings both have prominent 
supercilia, pale-centred ear-coverts, a paler 
median crown-stripe and variable malar and 
submoustachial stripes, the head pattern is 
usually much better defined on Yellow-
breasted, although individual variation produces 
some overlap. Yellow-breasted tends to show a 

more prominent yellowish supercilium 
contrasting better with both the darker eye-
stripe behind the eye and the darker crown 
sides; the median crown-stripe is more obvious, 
as are the pale centres to the 'cheeks'; and the 
malar stripe tends to be less pronounced (or 
even absent), does not reach the base of the bill 
and tends not to form a malar patch, thereby 
reducing the strength of the submoustachial 
stripe, which is prominent only around the rear 
of the ear-coverts, where there is an obvious 
pale unstreaked area. Thus, while most Yellow-
breasted do show a more striking head pattern, 
poorly marked individuals are close to well-
marked Chestnut Buntings, the best distinction 
being the relative strength of the malar stripe. 

RUMP AND UPPERTATL-COVERTS Lack of a 
rufous rump on Yellow-breasted Bunting 
usually separates it from Chestnut Bunting, 
but some Yellow-breasted show some rufous 

' tones to the rump. It is, therefore, important to 
recognise that Chestnut Bunting has a deep 
chestnut rump which even the best-marked 
Yellow-breasted would never show. 
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UNDERPART COLORATION Yellow-breasted 
shows a predominance of yellow on the throat 
and upper breast, which fades somewhat to 
become largely whitish around the vent and 
undertail-coverts, some individuals having 
clear white undertail-coverts. Chestnut 
Bunting shows a deeper yellow coloration, 
strongest around undertail-coverts and vent, 
becoming paler on the breast, and, on most 
non-juveniles, the throat is clearly white or off-
white. 

UPPERPARTS A useful feature of Yellow-
breasted is the broad pale feather fringes on the 
sides of the mantle which merge to form two 
prominent pale 'braces' down each side of the 
mantle to the lower back or rump. This pattern 
is present to a much lesser degree on juvenile 
Chestnut Bunting, rarely approaching even the 
most poorly marked Yellow-breasted. The 
median-covert wing-bar of many juvenile 
Yellow-breasted can be strikingly white, even 
by September, while on Chestnut Bunting in 
early autumn it is buffy, occasionally washed 
with chestnut; similar differences exist in 

spring, although occasional female Chestnut 
can show a pure white median-covert bar. On 
first-winter male, adult female or even well-
marked juvenile male Chestnut Bunting, rich 
rufous fringes to tertials (if adult type), wing-
coverts, upper breast or crown sides and ear-
coverts are almost always more extensive than 
on Yellow-breasted Bunting. 

SIZE AND STRUCTURE Chestnut Bunting is 
smaller than Yellow-breasted, with a 
proportionately shorter tail and smaller bill, 
but the differences are slight and there is 
overlap between the two species. Yellow-
breasted's powerful, rather bulbous bill, 
combined with its larger size, does, however, 
produce a big-headed and 'chunky' feel, 
compared with the conical bill and small 
head of Chestnut Bunting. Chestnut has a 
longer relative primary projection, with four 
evenly spaced primaries visible; Yellow-
breasted has one primary falling level with 
the longest tertial, then a long gap, then two 
primary tips bunched together close to the 
wing-tip. 

Other species 

Although superficially similar to Chestnut Bunting in plumage, having deep 
yellow underparts and chestnut rump, Yellowhammer E. citrinella can be readily 
separated by its much larger size, proportionately longer tail, prominent white 
outermost two pairs of rectrices, and much coarser streaking below, which usually 
extends onto the undertail-coverts, at all ages. 

Black-faced Bunting in juvenile plumage is possibly confusable with juvenile 
Chestnut, but its rather greyish-brown rump and uppertail-coverts, greyish nape, 
lack of strong yellow below, and extensive white in the outer tail should enable 
fairly safe identification. 

Plate 155. Adult female Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila, Hebei, China, May 1993 (C 
Bradshaw). Extreme individual showing well-defined lines on mantle (most show much less 
obvious mantle lines). 
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The reduction of white in the outermost rectrices of Chestnut Bunting is shared 
by Red-headed E. bruniceps and Black-headed Buntings E. melanocephala, while 
male Red-headed's reddish-chestnut head and throat and bright yellow 
underparts could potentially lead to confusion witii adult male Chestnut Bunting 
(and, indeed, has in the case of one British spring record). It is worth bearing in 
mind these two Middle Eastern species, but their large size, relatively plain head 
and upperparts and general paleness make confusion extremely unlikely. 
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