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The name of Bill Park will not be known to
many birdwatchers today, for Bill, who died on
20th September 2003, aged 81, was one of that
dwindling band who began birding before the
Second Wold War. In 1938, he joined the
London Natural History Society. After service as
a bomber pilot during the war, particularly in
the Middle East and Italy, he declined an invita-
tion to become James Callaghan’s political agent
in 1945, followed his father into the Board of
Trade, and began to devote much of his spare
time to the LNHS during that first post-war
surge of amateur interest in ornithology.

During the 1950s and early 1960s, he was
successively ringing secretary, secretary and
then chairman of the LNHS’s Ornithological
Section (with over 1,000 members), and served
on the Society’s governing Council. He was also
one of two cameramen who, over a period of
four years, filmed some 70 species for the
Society’s 16-mm colour feature film
‘London’s Birds’, which had its premiere
in 1963. He served as secretary of the
Toxic Chemicals Committee of the BTO
and as a member of the joint RSPB/BTO
committee covering the same field, and
was a founder member of Dungeness Bird
Observatory.

In 1961, he moved to the Nature Con-
servancy Council (NCC), where Max
Nicholson was then director, and where
life moved at a much faster pace than in
the Board of Trade. For the next 20 years,
Bill was in the thick of battles for the pro-
tection of, or limitation of damage to, the
environment when threatened by oil pol-
lution, pesticides, toxic waste dumping,
airport expansion and the Channel
Tunnel. As co-ordinator of the NCC’s
advice to ministers, he brought his
administrative skills, quiet powers of per-
suasion, unflappability and inimitable
sense of humour into full play during the
protracted gestation and passage through
Parliament of the Wildlife & Countryside
Bill. It has been said that the NCC’s
success in achieving many favourable
changes, including the provision for
establishing marine nature reserves, was
in no small part due to his efforts.

Bill had a dry wit and used it generously,
which made him such good company in the
field and in the committee room. He was always
concerned with the welfare of his staff, and keen
that anyone leaving should have a proper send-
off. He felt deeply that talent and achievement
should be recognised, and he lobbied hard and
successfully for an RSPB hide to be named after
Stanley Cramp as a well-deserved memorial.

Bill retired from the NCC in 1982. He ran a
small antiques business, was chairman of the
Surrey branch of the Council for the Protection
of Rural England, and passed his love of birds
on to two of his grandchildren. Much of his
retirement was sadly clouded by the long illness
and subsequent death of his wife Elizabeth,
whom he had married in 1946, and, latterly, by
his own declining health.
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112. Bill Park, early 1960s (from family collection).


